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NIAMS to continue to support emerging opportunities for this port-
folio across all forms of eczema and to collaborate with community
stakeholders and other institutes and centers, such as NIAID, to
drive further scientific advancement.

NATIONAL INSTITUTE ON DEAFNESS AND OTHER COMMUNICATION
DISORDERS (NIDCD}

Appropriation, fiscal year 2023 .......ccccccoreivereeiesiietimseesrsreessesesans $534,333,000
Budget request, fiscal year 2024 .. p 534,330,000
Committee Recommendation ... i 534,333,000
Change from enacted level ... : -——
Change from budget request +3.000

Mission.—NIDCD conducts and supports biomedical and behav-
ioral research and research training in the normal and disordered
processes of hearing, balance, taste, smell, voice, speech, and lan-
guage. NIDCD also conducts and supports research and research
training related to disease prevention and health promotion; ad-
dresses special biomedical and behavioral problems associated with
people who have communication impairments or disorders; and
supports efforts to create devices which substitute for lost and im-
paired sensory and communication function.

Spasmodic Dysphonia.—The Committee notes the research
NIDCD continues to facilitate on spasmodic dysphonia and collabo-
rative efforts with relevant institutes, centers, and stakeholders.
The Committee continues to encourage sustained collaboration with
key stakeholders and agencies.

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF NURSING RESEARCH (NINR)

Appropriation. fiscal year 2023 ....... $197,693,000
Budget request, fiscal year 2024 .. .. 197,671,000

Committee Recommendation ......c......... 197,693,000
Change ftom enacted level ... ... e
Change from budget request .........c.cceen. +22,000

Mission.—The mission of NINR is to lead nursing research to
solve pressing health challenges and inform practice and policy for
health optimization.

NATIONAL INSTITUTE ON ALCOHOL ABUSE AND ALCOHOLISM (NTIAAA)

Appropriation, fiscal year 2023 ... isarnses $595,318,000
Budget request, fiscal year 2024 . ....cocooriireinncnsnecsenn e 596,616,000
Committee Recommendation ........ 595,318,000
Change from enacted level . ———
Change from budget request . —1,298,000

Mission.—NIAAA’s mission is to generate and disseminate fun-
damental knowledge about the adverse effects of alcohol on health
and well-being, and apply that knowledge to improve diagnosis,
prevention, and treatment of alcohol-related problems, including al-
cohol use disorder, across the lifespan.

NATIONAL INSTITUTE ON DRUG ABUSE (NIDA)

Appropriation, fiscal year 2023 ......ccccoceeenriiriciiesreesinenessasssessnssaes $1,662,695,000
Budget request, fiscal year 2024 ....., NI N e e 0 1,663,365.000
Committee Recommendation .....uereeieoriesisnir e sessssesnsssssmssessaes 1,662,695,000

Change from enacted level ... iisiviecsineinesinens
Change from budget request ... - 670,000
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Mission.—NIDA’s mission is to advance science on the causes
and consequences of drug use and addiction and to apply that
knowledge to improve individual and public health,

Fuiure Thinking.—The Committee is concerned hy alarming
trends in addiction in the U.S. The number of alcohol-related
deaths doubled from 1999 to 2017, the age-adjusted rate of deaths
involving synthetic opioids other than methadone increased 1,040
percent from 2013 to 2019, and the use of psychostimulants in-
creased 317 percent. One trait that is evident in every form of ad-
diction is the excessive discounting of the future by the addicted
person who will value the immediate over benefits of the future.
Episodic Future Thinking is a promising intervention that helps in-
dividuals who are predisposed to addiction consider the positive
consequences of remaining sober through a mental simulation of
positive events that might occur in the future. The Committee en-
courages NIDA to support transdisciplinary research that incor-
porates neuroscience, behavioral research, neurceconomics, brain
imaging, decision-science, engineering, and computer science to de-
ploy Episodic Future Thinking intervention strategies across a
range of addictions.

Harm Reduction.—The Committee does not support research into
harm reduction practices or policies; no funds are provided for any
research related to harm reduetion.

Marijuona Research.—The Committee is concerned that develop-
ment of a drug-impairment standard for marijuana remains un-
likkely in the near-term and encourages NIH to continue supporting
a full range of research on the health effects of marijuana and its
components, including research to understand how marijuana poli-
cies affeet public health issues such as drug-impaired driving. The
Committee is aware that most of the Federal rescarch has been
limited to a single strain of marijuana and encourages NIH to sup-
port research that encompasses the diversity, quality, and potency
of commonly available cannabinoeid strains, Additionally, the Com-
mittee continues to support the development of an ohjective stand-
ard to measure marijuana impairment and a related objective field
sobriety test to ensure highway safety. The Committee requests a
report on NIH's efforts to study marijuana, including expanding re-
searcher access to different marijuana strains, within 120 days of
enactment of this Act.

Methamphetamines and Other Stimulanis—The Committee is
concerned that, according to predicted provisional data released by
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, more than 27,500
overdose deaths involved cocaine and more than 34,000 involved
drugs in the category that includes methamphetamine during the
12-month period ending November 2022, an increase of 38 percent
and 43 percent, respectively, in just two years. This sharp increase
has led some to refer to the stimulant overdoses as the “fourth
wave” of the current drug addiction erisis in America, following the
rise of opioid-related deaths involving prescription opicids, heroin,
and fentanyl-related substances. No Food and Drug Administration
(FDA) approved medications are available for treating meth-
amphetamine, cocaine, and other stimulant use disorders. The
Committee continues to support NIDA’s efforts to address the
opioid crisis and supports NIDA's efforts to combat the growing
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problem of methamphetamine and other stimulant use disorders
and related deaths.

Additionally, the Committee recognizes that NIDA is prioritizing
research and development of treatments to rapidly reverse cocaine
toxicity and reduce mortality rates, The Committee encourages
NIDA to continue prioritization of additional research and develop-
ment to advance a life-saving treatment for overdoses caused by co-
caine.

Opioid, Stimulant, and Pain Research.—The Committee con-
tinues to be concerned about the high mortality rate due to the
opioid overdose epidemic and appreciates the important role that
research plays in the various Federal initiatives aimed at this cri-
sis. The Committee is also aware of the most recent provisional
data from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention that
shows opioid overdose fatalities were predicted to exceed 109,000 in
2022, with the primary driver being the increased overdose deaths
involving synthetic opioids, primarily illicitly manufactured
fentanyl. More research is needed to find new and better agents to
prevent or reverse the effects caused by this class of chemicals and
to provide improved access to treatments for those with addiction
to these drugs. To combat this crisis the Committee includes no
less than the fiscal year 2023 enacted level for NIDA's share of the
Helping to End Addiction Long-term Initiative. As we continue to
address the opioid overdose epidemic and other drug related con-
cerng, it is also important to continue research on criminal justice
environments. A significant number of individuals with substance
use disorders reside in carceral environments where there are sub-
stantial barriers to treatment access. In addition, supporting the
development of medications for opioid use disorder and overdose is
a priority for NIDA’s research agenda. The Committee has contin-
ued language that expands the allowable use of these funds to in-
clude research related to stimulant use and addiction.

Pain Management and Addiction.—The Committee urges NIDA
to continue and expand efforts to educate physicians and other
medical profesaionaﬂ; on safe prescribirig for pain and managing
patients who abuse prescription opioids, as well as best practices
for incorporating substance misuse and addiction screening and
treatment into their clinical practices.

Post-Acute Withdrawal Syndrome—Post-acute withdrawal syn-
drome (PAWS), also known as protracted withdrawal syndrome,
can cause symptoms including gepression, anhedonia, insomnia,
hostility, and cognitive difficulties among people in recovery from
substance use disorder. The Committee encourages NIDA to fund
research to better understand PAWS, including its neurological
bases, and potential treatments. The Committee also encourages
NIDA to research drug-specific PAWS symptoms (including with-
drawal symptoms related to alcohol, marijuana, opioids, and stimu-
lants), as well as how it presents in polysubstance use.

Raising Awareness and Engaging the Medical Community in
Drug Abuse and Addiction Prevention and Treatment.—Education
is a critical component of efforts to curb drug use and addiction,
and it must target all of society, including healgt.hcare providers, pa-
tients, and families. Medical professionals must be in the forefront
of efforts to curb the opioid crisis. The Committee continues to be
pleased with the NIDAMED initiative, targeting physicians-in-
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training, including medical students and resident physicians in pri-
mary care specialties such as internal medicine, family medicine,
emergency medicine, and pediatrics. NIDA is encouraged to con-
tinue efforts in this area, providing physicians and other medical
professionals with the tools and skills needed to incorporate sub-
stance use and misuse screening and treatment into their clinical
practices.

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF MENTAL HEALTH (NIMH)

Appropriation, fiscal year 2023 ....... $2,337.843,000
Budget request, fiscal year 2024 .. 2.5641,653,000
Committee Recommendation ........ 2,198,843,000

Change from enacted level .............. ~ 139,000,000
Change from budgel request .......ccecivivviiieiescssiincsseesre e ssnnes -342,810,000
The Committee recommendation includes $2,112,843,000 in dis-
cretionary appropriations and makes $86,000,000 available from
Cures Act.

Mission.—NIMH's mission is to transform the understanding and
treatment of mental illnesses through basic and clinical research,
paving the way for prevention, recovery, and cures.

BRAIN Initiative—The Committee includes $86,000,000 for
NIMH in support of the BRAIN Initiative as authorized by the
Cures Act.

Reducing Mental Health Disparities in Youth —The Committee
notes with alarm new CDC data on depression and trauma among
adolescents and acknowledges the NIMH strategic framework for
addressing mental health among underserved and underrep-
resented youth, including those in rural communities, by 2031. The
Committee recognizes ongoing collaborative work with NICHD and
NIMHD to execute this framework through research, workforce de-
velopment, and stakeholder engagement.

Suicide Prevention.—The Committee encourages NIMH to con-
tinue to prioritize suicide prevention research, as well as the appli-
cation of novel measurement techniques, statistical analysis, digital
initiatives and information systems. The Committee also encour-
ages NIMH to promote greater collaboration with other NIH insti-
tutes and centers supporting research in areas that can contribute
to suicide prevention, including NIA, NICHD, NHGRI, NIAAA,
NIDA, and NINDS

NATIONAL HUMAN GENOME RESEARCH INSTITUTE (NHGRI)

Appropriation, fiscal year 2023 ........ccirmmmimmmeseemmrmimsisssse $663,200,000
Budget request, fiscal year 2024 ........cocooeeiivesiceeeenenesis s 660,510,000
Committee Recommendation .......... 2 663,200,000
Change from enacted level ———
Change from budget request ... & +2,690,000

Mission.—NHGRI's mission is to accelerate scientific and medical
breakthroughs that improve human health by driving cutting-edge
research, developing new technologies, and studying the impact of
genomics on society.

Genomice Clinical Data Technology.—The committee encourages
NIH to support development of technology that would allow bio-
medical researchers to manage and analyze genomic clinical data
for research, independent of bioinformaticians in an environment
for users without coding skillsets. The committee urges support of
public-private collaboration and small businesses. The technology
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should be developed with translational researchers such as from
pediatric institutions that represent end users.

Pharmacogenomic Research.—A person’s genome influences the
person’s response to medications, including how effective the medi-
cation will be, how quickly the medication will be metabolized, and
whether the person is likely to experience side effects from a par-
ticular drug. Unfortunately, most people begin treatments without
this vital information. The Committee recognizes that additional
research is needed to support the advancement of
pharmacogenomics.

Proteomics.—The Committee recognizes the promise of research
into the proteome in the study of biological systems. The ability to
analyze protein patterns and their changes over time has potential
to provide valuable insights into a person’s real-time state of health
including identifying existing disease, understanding the biological
drivers of that disease, predicting near-term health events, and
guiding effective therapeutic interventions. The Committee encour-
ages NHGRI to utilize existing resources to engage with academia
and domestic industry partners to expand its research into this cut-
ting-edge field.

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF BIOMEDICAL IMAGING AND BIOENGINEERING

INIBLH)
Appropriation, fiscal year 2023 ..........cocumriepiennein e $440,627,000
Budget request, fiscal year 2024 .. 440,625,000
Committee Recommendation .... 440,627,000
Change from enacted level ..o - ——
Change from budget request ..., +2,000

Mission.—The NIBIB mission is to improve health by leading the
development and accelerating the application of biomedical tech-
nologies.

Alzheimer’s Disease Early Detection Technologies—The Com-
mittee recognizes that early detection of Alzheimer's disease is crit-
ical for effective interventions to stop its progression. Prior efforts
have focused on neuroimaging and biomarkers in body fluids—indi-
rect assessments that can identify the disease only after it has pro-
gressed. The Committee understands that new fechnologies may
allow the diagnosis of disease at its earliest stages. As such, the
Committee encourages NIBIB, in collaboration with NIA and
NINDS, to support the development of novel technologies to dis-
cover the earliest biological events leading to Alzheimer’s disease
and related dementias.

Diagnostic Technology Development.—The Committee is pleased
with the success of the Rapid Acceleration of Diagnostics Tech pro-
gram in accelerating the innovation and commercialization of
COVID diagnostic technologies. The Committee commends NIBIB’s
initial efforts to apply the innovation funnel model beyond COVID
testing to address other critical unmet needs in diagnostic testing
and encourages NIBIB to continue these efforts in fiscal year 2024
in consultation with other institutes and centers, including but not
limited to NHLBI, NIAID, NICHD, NCI, NINDS, and NIMH.

Microfluidies and Nanofluidics.—The Committee encourages con-
tinued efforts by NIBIB regarding microfluidics and nanofluidies,
particularly in IDeA States.
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NATIONAL CENTER FOR COMPLEMENTARY AND INTEGRATIVE HEALTH

(NCCIH)
Appropriation, figscal year 2023 i.....voimmmiimimiimiin i i i $170,384,000
Budget request, fiscal year 2024 ........ ... 170,277,000
Committee Recommendation ... ; 170,384,000
Change from enadted level _.......ccenmmerninnen - ——
Change from budget request ............. +107,000

Mission.—The mission of NCCIH is to define, through rigorous
scientific investigation, the fundamental science, usefulness and
safety of complementary and inte%rative health approaches and
their roles in improving health and health care.

NATIONAL INSTITUTE ON MINORITY HEALTH AND HEALTH DISPARITIES
(NIMHD)

Appropriation, fiscal year 2023 ... $524,395,000
Budget request, fiscal year 2024 525,138,000
Committes Recommendation ... 524,395,000
Change from enacted level .. - ——
Change from budget request ............. — 743,000

Mission.—NIMHD'’s mission is to lead scientific research to im-
prove minority health and reduce health disparities.

Alopecia Areata Health Disparities.—The Committees continues
to note the disproportionate effect of alopecia areata. The Com-
mittee requests an update on collaborative efforts between NIAMS
and other relevant NIH institutes and centers, including NIMHD,
and stakeholders in identifying key research areas of concern,

Improving Native American Cancer Qutcomes.—The Committee
continues to be concerned that Native Americans experience overall
cancer incidence and mortality rates that are strikingly higher
than non-Native populations. The Committee includes $10,000,000
for the creation of an Initiative for Improving Native American
Cancer Outcomes to support efforts including research, education,
outreach, and clinical access related to cancer in Native American
populations, The Committee further directs NIMHD to work with
NCI to locate this Initiative at an NCI-designated cancer center
demonstrating partnerships with Indian Tribes and tribal organiza-
tions to improve the screening, diagnosis, and treatment of cancers
among Native Americans, particularly those living in rural commu-
nities,

Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander Health Research Office.—The
Committee continues to support the establishment of a Native Ha-
waiian/Pacific Islander Health Research Office (NHPIHRO). The
Committee provides $5,000,000 for the NHPIHRO, with a focus on
both addressing Native Hawailan and Pacific Islander (NHPI)
health disparities as well as supporting the pathway and research
of NHPI investigators. The N fHRO shoul(i) develop partnerships
with academic institutions with a proven track record of working
closely with NHPI communities and NHPI-serving organizations
and located in States with significant NHPI populations to support
the development of future researchers from these same commu-
nities.

Research Endowment Program.—The Committee notes the recent
passage of the John Lewis NIMHD Research Endowment Revital-
ization Act (PL 117-104), which aimed to reinvigorate the NIMHD
Research Endowment Program. The Committee includes
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$12,000,000 for the Research Endowment Program, the same as
the fiscal year 2023 enacted level. The Committee further notes
that the statutory goal of the program is to assist eligible institu-
tions in achieving a research endowment that is comparable to the
mean endowment of health professions schools in its health profes-
sions discipline. The Committee requests an update in the fiscal
year 2025 congressional justification regarding implementation
ﬁlsllgs, such update should also address engagement with key stake-
olders.

JOHN E. FOGARTY INTERNATIONAL CENTER (FIC)
Appropriation, fiscal year 2023 ..... $95,162,000

Budget request, fiscal year 2024 ........cccccinmeminenmmmmn 95,130,000
Committee Recommendation ....... 95,162,000
Change from enacted level ..., ———
Change from budget request .. +32,000

Mission.—FIC’s mission is to support and facilitate global health
research conducted by U.S. and international investigators, build-
ing partnerships between health research institutions in the U.S,
and abroad, and training the next generation of scientists to ad-
dress global health needs.

(bstetric Fistula Research.—The Committee notes that an esti-
mated 500,000 women and girls worldwide live with obstetric fis-
tula, with tens of thousands of cases occurring annually. Skilled
health personnel at birth, emergency obstetric, and newborn care
can ensure obstetric fistula is prevented. The Committee is con-
cerned that fistula repairs were widely halted or slowed down due
to COVID, as they were deemed non-urgent and unsafe during the

andemic. This may result in an increased backlog of fistula cases.

e Committee requests an update in the fiscal year 2025 congres-
sional justification regarding the annual funding level for this
tll'iaini.ng over the pasteg years, including the types of grants award-
ed.

NATIONAL LIBRARY OF MEDICINE (NLM)

Appropriation, fiscal year 2023 ........ ... $497,548,000
Budget request, fiscal year 2024 495,314,000

Committee Recommendation ... i 497,548,000
Change from enacted level ........ e
Change from budget request +2,234,000

Mission.—As a leader in comlputat.ional health and the world’s
largest medical library, NLM collects, organizes, preserves, and dis-
seminates data and information important to biomedicine and
health; serves as a national information resource for medical edu-
cation, research, and health service activities; enhances access to
biomedical literature through electronic services; serves the public
by providing electronic access to reliable health information for con-
sumers; supports and directs the Network of the National Library
of Medicine; provides grants for research in biomedical communica-
tions, medical library development, and training health information
specialists; conducts and supports research and research training
in biomedical informatics, computational health, computational bi-
ology, and data science; supports development, maintenance, and
dissemination of health data standards that promote interoper-
ability among clinical and research information systems; and man-
ages and maintains information resources for genomics, molecular
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biology, clinical trials, medical images, environmental health, pub-
lic health, and health services research.

NATIONAL CENTER FOR ADVANCING TRANSLATIONAL SCIENCES (NCATS)

Appropriation, fiscal year 2023 ... e $923,323,000
Budget request, fi year 2024 ...... 923,323,000
Committee Recommendation ... amnmmmessninssnnn 923,323,000

Change from enacted level ........
Change from budget request .............. seibat A -

Mission.—NCATS was estahlished to transform the translational
process so that new treatments and cures for disease can be deliv-
ered to patients faster.

Clinical and Translational Science Awards (CTSA) Program.—
The Committee includes $629,560,000 for the CTSA Program, the
same as the fiscal year 2023 enacted level.

CTSA Partnerships—The Committee is aware that certain popu-
lations are underrepresented in clinical research. The Committee
encourages NCATS to prioritize the engagement of underrep-
resented and diverse investigators, including by engaging minority-
serving institutions and historica]fy black colleges and universities,
within the CTSA program.

Cures Acceleration Network (CAN).—The Committee includes not
less than $75,000,000 for the CAN, a $5,000,000 increase from the
fiscal year 2023 enacted level.

National COVID Cohort Collaborative (N3C)—The Committee
continues to support NCATS N3C’s open-science privacy-preserved
data-sharing platform to accelerate biomedical research and dis-
cnverg. Supported by the CTSA program, N3C combines electronic
health record data with imaging, mortality, viral genome se-

uences, Medicare and Medicaid data to answer key research ques-
tions about COVID. The Committee encourages NUATS to expand
use of its virtual data research infrastructure to accelerate research
and cures through re-use of NCATS repositories, other NIH reposi-
tories including clinical trial data, and readily available real-world
data including Federal agency data such as claims data.

Rare Disease Research.—The Committee encourages NCATS to
leverage the investments made in NCATS rare disease research to
accelerate the development of new treatments for the 95 percent of
rare diseases with no approved treatment, to strengthen the inno-
vation of diagnostics to shorten the average 6.3 years-long diag-
nostic odyssey, and to lower the nearly $1 trillion annual economic
burden of rare diseases. The Committee strongly encourages
NCATS to increase funding for rare disease research to help grow
the newly created Division of Rare Diseases Research Innovation.

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR .0OD)

Appropriation, fiscal year 2023 ....... $2,642,914,000
Budget request, fiscal year 2024 . 2,890,779,000
Committee Recommendation ....... o 2,069,459,000
Change from enacted level ....... = PREEEE S TRV S L) A - 673,455,000
Change from budget request ........... . i - $21,320,000

Mission.—The OD is responsible for the research, mission, poli-
cies, and administration of the agency. The OD leads and supports
NIH-wide initiatives in partnership with NIH institutes and cen-
ters and their constituents. OD guides the development and man-
agement of intramural and extramural research and research
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training policy, the review of program quality and effectiveness, the
coordination of selected NIH-wide program activities, and the ad-
ministration of centralized support activities essential to the oper-
ations of NIH.

21st Century Cures Act—The Committee includes $407,000,000
provided by the Cures Act. This includes $235,000,000 for the Pre-
cision Medicine Initiative within the Office of the Director and
$172,000,000 for the BRAIN Initiative split equally between the
National Institute of Mental Health and the National Institute of
Neurological Disorders and Stroke.

Within OD, the Committee includes specific amounts for the fol-
lowing activities:

FY 2024

Budget Activity Committez
Office of the Director:

AGT for ALS P L $75,000,000
Biomedical Research FAcilities ..o . 80,000,000
Common Fund 722 401.000

Replication Experiments and Fraud Detection (Mon-add] .........cowsmmmmmsmrissinire. i 50,000,000
Cybersecurity 265,000,000
Gabriella Miller Kids First Rasaarch 12,600,000
INCLUDE T 50,000,000
Office of Research on Women's Health ’ 55,000,000
Scientific Management Review Board 5,000,000

The items below include issues and programs specific to the Of-
fice of the Director as well as those that involve multiple institutes
and centers.

Acdlolescent Mental Health Research Using Non-Human Pri-
mates.—The Committee recognizes the role that research with non-
human primates (NHPs) has had in biomedical research, includin
understanding the biological processes that cause diseases, whi
is necessary for the development and safety and efficacy testing of
all new therapeutics before clinical trials. It also has informed the
understanding of mental health disorders, because NHPs undergo
a similar brain “remodeling” during adolescence. Understanding
these biological changes provides valuable insights into mental
health risks and the healthy development of adolescent brains. The
Committee encourages NIH to fund meritorious research proposals
to study the menta% health risks of adolescents, including studics
that utilize NHPs.

Advancing Cell-Based Therapies.—The Committee recognizes
that cell-based therapies hold promise for a broad range of condi-
tions, including neurological conditions, musculoskeletal conditions,
cancer, radiation damage, cardiovascular disease, diabetes, wound
healing, and immunological disease. The Committee encourages
NIH to support researc%, development, and specific activities re-
lated to manufacturing of somatic (adult) cell-based therapies for
patients with serious or life-threatening conditions. The Committee
encourages NIH to support clinical trials and pre-clinical research
exploring the use of somatic cell-based therapies for serious or life-
threatening conditions; support development, characterization, opti-
mization, and scaling of manufacturing of cell-based therapies; sup-
¥ort sharing of best practices and lessons learned; support work-

orce development activities; and support collaborative evidence de-
velopment, including continued NIIPI collaboration with FDA and
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HRSA to enhance transparency regarding outcomes from cellular
therapies from somatic cells that are FDA-approved or being ad-
ministered under FDA Investigational New Drug or Investigational
Device Exemption protocols by ensuring Responsible Parties and
award recipients comply with requirements to submit results to ap-
propriate databases such as the Stem Cell Therapeutics OQutcomes
Database and ClinicalTrials.gov.

Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis (ALS) Research, Treatment, and
Expanded Access.—The Committee believes it is critically impor-
tant that NIH continue to increase its investment in ALS research
and grow the research workforce, in order to find new treatments
and a cure for the disease. Increasing support for ALS research will
benefit people living with ALS now and those diagnosed in the fu-
ture. The Committee continues to strongly encourage NIH to in-
crease support for research, including the Transforming Research
Award program for ALS, that will lead to measurable changes in
the lives of people with ALS.

In addition, the Committee includes $75,000,000, the same as the
fiscal year 2023 enacted level, to support expanded access grants
ag authorized in the ACT for ALS (PL 117-79). The Committee
continues to direct NIH to handle this funding as separate from,
not competitive with, funding for other research on ALS. The Com-
mittee encourages NINDS and OD to continue to strengthen the
expanded access grant application process as discussed in the joint
explanatory statement which accompanied the fiscal year 2023 con-
solidated appropriations Act (PL 117-328).

Furthermore, after the review and award of meritorious applica-
tions under Section 2, the Committee recommends NIH apply any
unused funds to programs authorized under ACT for ALS including
Section 3 public-private research partnership and Section 5 Rare
Neurodegenerative Disease Grant Program at FDA, as well as the
NIH ALS Strategic Priorities.

Animal Models.—The Committee recognizes the enormous value
and benefit animals models have brought to biomedical research.
While the Committee supports research into viable alternatives to
animal models, such alternatives are not currently available for all
forms of research. The Committee continues to support research
into biomedical advancements with animal models until viable al-
ternatives are available.

Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD).—The Committee strongly en-
courages NIH to support greater investment in research related to
autism, particularly in areas outlined in the Interagency Autism
Coordinating Committee (IACC) Strategic Plan for ASD. The Com-
mittee requests NIMH partner with OD to provide an update in
the fiscal year 2025 congressional justification on how each insti-
tute on the IACC will address the IACC's budget recommendations.
Progress has been made in understanding autism, but there is
more to do to improve outcomes and access to services for people
with autism throughout their lifetime. Research has shown that
autistic individuals have higher rates of some co-occurring physical
and mental health conditions, which can affect quality of life and
increase use of medical services and costs. There are also
unaddressed racial, ethnic, and sociceconomic health challenges
that autistic individuals and their families experience. The Com-
mittee encourages NIMH to collaborate with NIMHI)} to support re-
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search on such health disparities associated with autism spectrum
disorder, and to collaborate with other Institutes, including NIA,
NIEHS and NINDS, to support research on understanding the im-
pact of social and environmental factors leading to such co-oceur-
ring health conditions.

In addition, recent reports indicate that an estimated 1-in-36
eight-year-old children in the U.S. is diagnosed with an ASD. While
early intervention affords the best opportunity to support healthy
development, many children with an autism diagnosis lack access
to quality care and interventions. The Committee is encouraged by
the growing evidence that early intervention can lead to improved
child developmental outcomes, improved skills and knowledge, and
reduced stress. The Committee encourages NIH to continue to
prioritize research, including implementation research to improve
developmental and behavioral outcomes for children with ASD.

Autoimmune and Immune-Mediated Diseases.—The Committee
recognizes the important role the new Office of Autoimmune Dis-
ease Research within the Office of Women’s Health will play in co-
ordinating and fostering collaborative research across institutes
and centers. As the office develops a strategic research plan, the
Committee strongly encourages it to seek input from external
stakeholders, particularly patient advocacy organizations that rep-
resent people affected by autoimmune and immune-mediated dis-
eases,

Biomedical Research Facilities.—The Committee includes
$80,000,000, the same as the fiscal year 2023 enacted level, for
grants to public and nonprofit entities to expand, remodel, ren-
ovate, or alter existing research facilities or construct new research
facilities as authorized under Section 4041 of the Public Health
Service Act.

Clinical Research Workforce.—The Committee supports efforts to
increase participation of diverse populations in clinical trials and
recognizes the importance of a research workforce that reflects the
participants. The Committee encourages NIH to support efforts to
diversify the clinical research workforce, as doing so may support
an increase in the diversity of patients participating in clinical
trials and a better understanding of health disparities among these

oups.
nglipnical Trials.—The Committee understands the importance of
including sufficient representation of underrepresented populations
across the lifespan in clinical studies. There is a significant need
to better understand how best to diagnose, treat, and manage dis-
eases and conditions and how certain diseases and conditions dis-
proportionately impact these populations. Therefore, the Com-
mittee continues to encourage NIH to ensure all grant applicants
seeking support for clinical research projects address inclusion of
participants and justify the proposed sample in the context of the
scientific goals during peer review.

Common Data Elements.—The Committee recognizes the contin-
ued need to develop Common Data Elements (CDEs) in disease
areas where they currently do not exist, particularly in complex
autoimmune and immune-mediated conditions. The Committee en-
courages the Office of Data Science Strategy (ODSS) to collaborate
with the institutes and centers that oversee research on these con-
ditions to prepare a roadmap and timeline for developing CDEs for
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these conditions. The Committee also encourages ODSS to engage
outside stakeholders, including professional societies and patient
organizations, in this effort,

Common Fund.—The Committee includes $722,401,000 for the
Common Fund. The Committee notes with concern use of the Com-
mon Fund has strayed from its intended purpose of high-risk high-
reward research. The Common Fund should be used to support pro-
grams that lead to innovative, biomedical advances, The Com-
mittee requests a detailed spend plan for anticipated resources
within 120 days of enactment of this Act, as well as the process by
which the Division of Program Coordination, Planning, and Stra-
tegic Initiatives, including its 14 suboffices, determine the Common
Fund’s strategic initiatives and grant selection opportunities,

Congenital Cytomegalovirus (cCMV).—cCMV is the most common
viral infection infants are born with in the United States and the
leading non-genetic cause of hearing loss. ¢cCMV can cause still-
birth or miscarriage, visual impairment, developmental delays, and
other health complications. The Committee encourages NIH to sup-
port research on the development of lower-cost and high-sensitivity
prenatal (fetal) diagnosis and newborn screening technologies; the
design, evaluation, and acceleration of clinical trials for vaccines;
strategies to prevent CMV-related stillbirth and miscarriages;
c¢CMV disparities research, effectiveness studies of risk reduction
measures during pregnancy; treatment trials for those who are
pregnant to reduce transmission and fetal disease; and intervention
trials to assist those infants born with CMV. The Committee di-
rects NIIT to submit to the Committee an update in the fiscal year
2025 congressional justification on this research.

Cybersecurity.—The Committee includes $265,000,000, the same
as the fiscal year 2023 enacted level for cybersecurity.

Diet and Chronic Disease Research.—The Committee recognizes
the importance of ongoing activities to better understand the im-
pact of food and diet on the development of mucosal immunity and
the relevance of this topic to Crohn’s disease and ulcerative colitis
and to other digestive and autoimmune or immune-mediated dis-
eases. The Committee encourages NIH to convene a scientific work-
shop on this topic, supported by multiple institutes, centers, or Of-
fices, including the Office of Nutrition Research, and to include in
the fiscal year 2025 congressional justification an update on this
topic.

Diversity, Equity, Inclusion and Accessibility Staff Report.—NIH
recently released its Fiscal Years 2023-2027 NIH Wide Strategic
Plan for Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, and Accessibility (DEIA),
which articulates NIH’s commitment to embracing, strengthening,
and integrating DEIA across all agency activitics. NIH shall in-
clude in the fiscal year 2025 congressional justification all full-time
and part-time employees dedicated to DEIA activities across NIH
and broken out by each of its 27 institutes and centers. NIH shall
brief the Committees on Appropriations of the IHouse of Represent-
atives and the Senate, the Commitfee on Energy and Commerce uf
the House of Representatives, and the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions of the Senate on efforts to support the
strategic plan.

Dog and Cat Research.—The Department of Veterans’ Affairs has
developed and implemented effective programs to continue the re-



97

sponsible use of dogs and cats in research. The Committee directs
NIH to submit, not later than 180 days after enactment of this Act,
a report on the types of studies conducted in intramural and extra-
mural research that require the use of cats and dogs, and efforts
to reduce such research use, which could include an assessment of
research alternatives, including benefits and limitations of such al-
ternatives, cost estimates, and areas with further need for innova-
tive alternatives. Such report should be made available online on
the agency’s website.

Duchenne and Becker Muscular Dystrophy.—The Committee sup-
ports the research conducted by the Wellstone Muscular Dystrophy
Research Network Centers of Excellence program established in
2003. The Committee requests NIH to provide in the fiscal year
2025 congressional justification information on the key scientific
accomplishments of the centers to date and their current activities.
The NIH also should use this information to update the agency's
website content regarding the program.

Eating Disorders.—The Committee commends NIH for sup-
porting multi-Institute research on the chronic, serious, and fatal
mental illness of eating disorders impacting 30,000,000 Americans
during their lifetime. More than 70 percent of people with eating
disorders have comorbid mental health conditions including anxiety
disorders, mood disorders, and trauma-related symptoms. Up to 50
percent of individuals with eating disorders use alcohol or illicit
drugs at a rate five times higher than the general population. The
Committee remains concerned about the lack of research sur-
rounding binge-eating disorder, the most common eating disorder
in the U.S. and encourages NIH to increase eating disorder re-
search across all sub-types to better reflect the U.S. population, in-
cluding historically underrepresented populations. The Committee
requests an update in the fiscal year 2025 congressional justifica-
tion on steps NIH is taking to diversify research across all eating
disorder sub-types and an update on efforts to prevent, diagnose,
and treat eating disorders.

Ehlers-Danlos Syndrome.—The Committee encourages NIH to
support research and activities with respect to Ehlers-Danlos Syn-
drome and related connective tissue disorders.

Equipping NIH Research and the Centers for AIDS Research Pro-
grams to Target HIV/AIDS Hotspots.—The Committee directs the
National Institutes of Health Office of AIDS Research to coordinate
NIH-wide resources on areas with the highest HIV prevalence, in-
cluding by utilizing the Centers for AIDS Research to develop tar-
geted interventions that better protect those communities from
HIV transmission and its consequences,

Encouraging Innovation and Experimentation.—The Committee
recognizes that there are many ideas for how NIH could improve
its operations and funding models—such as lotteries as to funding
mid-range proposals, funding the person rather than the project,
and more—yet there is not enough evidence to determine which
flexibilities may produce the best results. The Committee urges
NIH to study how best to create or empower a team that would en-
gage in NIH-wide experimentation with new ideas such as peer re-
view, funding models, with the goal to improve NIH’s operations
and drive forward biomedical progress. The NIH should provide an



98

update on this effort within 90 days of enactment of this Act and
make such information available on the agency’s website,

Environmental Influences on Child Health Outcomes.—The Com-
mittee does not include dedicated funding for this program.

Firearm Injury and Mortality Prevention Research.—The Com-
mittee does not include funding for this activity.

Foreign Influence.—All Principal Investigators and other senior
or key personnel seeking or receiving NIH research and develop-
ment funding shall report any sources of foreign research support,
including the funding amount, the identity of the funding source,
the location of the funding source, and the time and effort com-
mitted, including supporting documentation.

Fragile X Research.—The Committee notes the importance of ex-
panding the base of researchers and clinicians who are [amiliar
with and trained in the Fragile X-associated disorders and pro-
moting collaboration between basic scientists and clinicians, so that
researchers can better understand phenotypes, document vari-
ations in how the disorder presents itself, identify potential bio-
markers and outcome measures, and develop new interventions.
The Committee commends NIH for recognizing the ethical, legal,
and social issues in premutation screening and testing. It encour-
ages NIH to look at existing pilot studies that are exploring innova-
tive ways to screen newborns, study Fragile X across the lifespan,
and to coordinate efforts and research with the CDC, as it con-
siders screening solutions for FMR1-related conditions.

Funding Replication Experiments and Froud Delection.—The
Committee recognizes that many biomedical research studies have
turned out to be irreproducible or even outright fraudulent. The re-
cent Reproducibility Project in Cancer Biology showed that cancer
biology studies in top journals often failed to be replicable (with
replication effects that were 85 percent smaller than the original
study), and a prominent line of Alzheimer's studies was recently
found to be based on an allegedly fraudulent study funded by NIH
in the early 2000s. Given the importance of detecting both repro-
ducibility and fraud, the Committee provides $50,000,000 to estab-
lish a program out of the Common Fund at the Office of the Direc-
tor to fungrreplication experiments on significant lines of research,
as well as attempts to proactively look for signs of academic fraud.
The Committee directs NIH to brief the Committee within 180 days
of enactment of this Act on the establishment, staffing, and plans
for this effort in fiscal years 2024 and 2025.

Gabriella Miller Kids First Pediatric Research Program.—The
Committee includes $12600,000 to support pediatric research as
authorized by the Gabriella Miller Kids First Research Act (PL
113-94), which is the same as the fiscal year 2023 enacted level.

Harassment Policies.—The Committee directs NIH to submit the
report requested under this heading in the explanatory statement
accompanying the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021 (PL 116-
260) to the Committees on Appropriations of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Senate, the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce of the House of Representatives, and the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions of the Senate within 3
business days of enactment of this Act.

Hepalitis B Virus (HBV) Research.—The Committee applauds
NIAID for leading the effort to update the Strategic Plan for Trans-
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NIH Research to Cure Hepatitis B, in support of finding a cure for
the disease. The Committee urges NIAID to expand the use of Pro-
gram Projects, RO1 and U01 Cooperative Research Agreements, as
was done to discover cures for Hepatitis C, as well as cooperative
research programs modeled after the Marin Delaney Collabora-
tions. The Committee also applauds the success of the Point of
Care Technologies Research Network and Rapid Acceleration of
Diagnostics programs and urges the continued use of these pro-
grams for developing point of care tests for HBV, Hepatitis D
Virus, and the cancers caused by these viruses. The Committee
notes that research to enhance the human immune system to con-
trol and cure Hepatitis B is promising, and that continued use of
animal models such as the Eastern Woodchuck is a research tool
that needs to be continued. Similarly, the Committee applauds
NIDDK for its efforts to create common resource services and mate-
rials for the research community and urges an expansion of clinical
networks, data bank development, and precision medicine ap-
proaches. The Committee encourages the development of additional
experimental animal and cell culture models to advance research
for cures against the widest possible set of therapeutic targets and
additional research on understanding the virology and immunology
of people with low levels of Hepatitis B surface antigen—a protein
on the surface of HBV—as this category of people are more respon-
sive to therapy. The Committee is aware of the view in the sci-
entific community that finding a cure for Hepatitis B, as has been
done for Hepatitis C, is within reach. Therefore, the Committee
urges NTH to issue and fund targeted calls for research, hased on
the needs in the updated Strategic Plan.

INCLUDE Down Syndrome Research Initictive.—The Committee
includes no less than $90,000,000, the same as the fiscal year 2023
enacted level, within OD for the INCLUDE Initiative. With the
Committee’s support, NIH launched the INCLUDE Initiative in
June 2018. The Committee remains pleased with a focus on large
cohort studies across the lifespan, novel clinical trials, and multi-
year, NIH-wide research driving important advances in under-
standing immune system dysregulation, Alzheimer’s Disease, and
leukemia that is contributing to improvements in the health out-
comes and quality of life of individuals with Down syndrome as
well as millions of typical individuals. The Committee requests that
NIH provide an updated plan within 60 days of enactment of this
Act that includes a timeline and description of potential grant op-
portunities and deadlines for expected funding opportunities so
that young investigators and new research institutions may be fur-
ther encouraged to explore research in this space. This plan should
also incorporate and increase pipeline research initiatives specific
to Down syndrome and be made available on the agency’s website.

Internal Audits.—NIH shall conduct an audit of all research that
involves any of the following: virus manipulation, passaging of a
virus, genetically modified animals that are derived from virus ma-
nipulation, or making any mutations to a virus. As part of this
audit, NIH shall review all sub-grantee compliance with policies
and procedures for any grant involving the aforementioned activi-
ties or any grant outside the U.S. In achitinn, the NIH shall review
all research conducted intramurally or extramurally in a Biosafety
Level 3 or 4 laboratory related to an enhanced potential pandemic
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pathogen. The NIH shall complete these audits within one year of
enactment of this Act and brief the Committees on their findings.

Long COVID Research.—The Committee notes with disappoint-
ment the work undertaken with supplemental funds for long
COVID research has resulted in limited demonstrated value de-
spite the sizeable investment. The lack of urgency, financial trans-
parency, and scientific results is alarming. Remaining funds should
be reallocated to the establishment of a network of Long COVID
Centers of Excellence. Such centers would gather, develop, and dis-
seminate data on evidence-based treatment; educate and train pro-
viders on best practices, conduct outreach to affected populations
and community organizations, and coordinate access to care. In
making awards, NIH should prioritize geographically diverse enti-
ties with experience working with Long-COVID patient populations
on research and clinical care and that are able to coordinate data
sharing and identify evidence-based treatments.

Mitochondrial Disease Research.—The Committee is aware of
NIH's efforts to advance mitochondrial disorders research and
translate research advances to therapies for mitochondrial dis-
arders and their secondary diseases, such as Alzheimer’s disease,
Parkinson’s disease, and cancer. The first treatment for a primary
mitochondrial disease, Friedreich’s Ataxia, was recently approved
by the FDA. The Committee is aware of evidence implicating the
impairment of mitochondrial function resulting from infection with
COVID in the causation of so-called “long COVID” disease. Accord-
ingly, the Committee encourages NIH to expand its funding of pri-
mary mitochondrial disease research, accelerate its outreach and
collaboration with the FDA related to research that may lead to fu-
ture mitochondrial disease-related drug approval, and ensure that
the role of mitochondrial impairment is fully explored in the agen-
cy’s research portfolio.

Mucopolysaccharidoses and Mucolipidosis.—The Committee rec-
ognizes the severity of Mucopolysaccharidoses and Mucolipidosis
diseases and the need for additional research to improve life ex-
pectancy and quality of life for patients. The Committe¢ supports
research into this area.

National Laboratories.—The Committee supports collaborations
between the NIH and the Department of Energy (DOE), including
the National Laboratories, to strategically leverage NIH’s research
needs in cancer research, brain mapping, drug development that
requires DOE’s high frequency imaging, supercomputing, instru-
mentation, materials, modeling simulation, and data science. In-
creased and more effective coordination could be instrumental in
the development of the nation’s health, security, biomedical tech-
nologies, and in the development of more strategic enabling tech-
nologies. The Committee requests an update in the fiscal 89&1‘ 2025
congressional justification on NIH’s collaborations with DOE.

Neurofibromatosis (NF) Research and Treatment.—The Com-
mittee supports efforts to increase funding and resources for NF re-
search and treatment at multiple institutes, including NCI,
NINDS, NIDCD, NHLBI, NICHD, NIMH, NCATS, and NEI. Chil-
dren and adults with NF are at elevated risk of developing many
forms of cancer, deafness, blindness, developmental delays, and au-
tism. The Committee encourages NCI to increase its NF research
portfulin in fundamental laboratory science, patient-directed re-
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search, and clinical trials focused on NF-associated benign and ma-
lignant cancers. The Committee also encourages NCI to continue to
support clinical trials and preclinical research. Because NF can
cause blindness, pain, and hearing loss, the Committee urges
NINDS to continue to support fundamental basic science research
on NF relevant to restoring normal nerve function. Based on
emerging findings from numerous researchers worldwide dem-
onstrating that children with NF have a higher chance of devel-
oping autism, learning disabilities, motor delays, and attention
deficits, the Committee encourages NINDS, NIMH, and NICHD to
increase support for laboratory-based and patient-directed research
investigations in these areas. Since NF2 accounts for some genetic
forms of deafness, the Committee encourages NIDCD to expand its
investment in NF2-related research. NF1 can cause vision loss due
to optic gliomas. The Committee encourages NEI to expand its in-
vestment in NF1-focused research on optic gliomas and vision res-
toration.

Office of Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion.—The Committee does
not include funding for this activity.

Office of Nutrition Research.—The Committee does not include
additional funding as proposed in the budget request.

Office of Research on Women’s Health.—The Committee includes
$55,000,000 for the Office of Research on Women's Health.

Office of the Chief Officer for Scientific Workforce Diversity.—The
Committee does not include funding for this activity.

Oligodendroglioma.—There are approximately 12,000 people liv-
ing with an oligodendroglioma brain tumor in the U.S. today.
Oligodendrogliomas occur most often in young adults between the
ages of 35 and 44 but can occur at any age. Treatment options in-
clude surgery, chemotherapy, radiation, and clinical trials. The 5-
year survival rate is 74 percent, with many factors affecting overall
prognosis, such as tumor grade and type, traits of the cancer, pa-
tient’'s age and health when diagnosed, and response to treatment.
The Committee encourages NIH to continue to support research on
oligodendroglioma and requests an update on oligodendroglioma re-
sparch efforts in the fiscal year 2025 congressional justification.

Opportunities for Academic Biomedical Research.—The Com-
mittee urges the NIH to invest in new opportunities for biomedical
researchers, including physician scientists. The percentage of phy-
sicians who opt for academic career paths in biomedicaf research
has declined in recent years, and the Committee is concerned that
this troubling trend may inhibit innovation that would otherwise
promise the next generation of discovery. Interventions are criti-
cally needed to replenish the ranks of researchers with clinical
training. More specifically, the Committee encourages NIH to
prioritize research-oriented career development grants, training
Medical Doctor postdoctoral trainees, streamlining the peer review
process, and empowering researchers to independently pursue new
fields of research, including high-risk/high-reward projects. These
efforts will strengthen the future of the United States’ biomedical
research workforce, so that it maintains its global competitive edge
in biomedical research.

Osteopathic Medical Schools.—QOsteopathic medical schools edu-
cate 25 percent of all medical students and more research involving
doctors of osteopathic medicine is needed to enhance primary care
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and improve healthcare for rural and underserved populations. The
Committee urges NIH, in conjunction with national stakeholders,
to consider how to best incorporate colleges of osteopathic medicine
into research activities and involvement of their researchers on
NIH National Advisory Councils and study sections to have better
representation of the osteopathic medicine field.

Pediatric Acute-Onsel Neuropsychiatric Syndrome (PANS) and
Pediatric Autoimmune Neuropsychiatric Disorders Associated with
Streptococcus.—The Committee supports research and education
related to the devastating diseases of Pediatric Acute-Onset
Neuropsvchiatrie  Syndrome  and  Pediatric  Autoimmune
Neuropsyehiatric Disorders Associated with Streptococcus (PAN-
DAS). The Committee is concerned that although the NIH supports
research on PANS and PANDAS, significantly more needs to be
done to fully understand causes, diagnosis, and treatment of these
devastating disorders. Research and physician education are essen-
tial to early identification and intervention, thereby reducing the
risk of chronic illness and associated costs to families, school sys-
tems, health care systems, and insurers. The Committee encour-
ages NIH to increase prioritization of research in this area, and re-
port to the Committee in the fiscal year 2025 congressional jus-
tification on the progress being made on the understanding of the
causes, diagnostic criteria, and treatment of these conditions.

Peripheral Neuropathy.—The Committee supports research for
peripheral neuropathy, a condition that affects 30 million Ameri-
cans and can cause considerable pain and disability in those diag-
nosed with the disease. The Committee encourages NIH to develop
a coordinated approach to better understand the causes of and find
potential new treatments for peripheral neuropathy. Among other
things, research could focus on developing a natural history data-
base, collecting serial blood biomarkers, and creating a tissue bank,
and 1dentifying genetic risk factors and other strategies to facilitate
the diagnosis and treatment of various types of peripheral neurop-
athy. The Committee also encourages NIH to support research on
idiopathic peripheral neuropathy, which affects 10 million Ameri-
cans.

Polyeystic Quary Syndrome (PCOS).—PCOS is a common female
reproductive endocrine disorder that affecls women across the life-
span. Research shows that the prevalence of PCOS reported in
health system and insurance records is significantly less than the
population prevalence of PCOS, further compounding the under-
diagnosis of PCOS. The Committee recognizes the significant
health and economic burden of PCOS, which may have reproduc-
tive, metabolic, cardiovascular, maternal, and mental health ef-
fects. Therefore, the Committee encourages NIH to continue to
prioritize PCOS research and continue supporting additional in-
vestments in research on cardiometabolic, endocrine, and other
comorbidities that impact the health and quality of life of patients
with PCOS, such as insulin resistance, hirsutism and dermatologic
conditions, cardiovascular diseases and their risks factors, mental
health disorders, stroke, and cancer. The Committee requests that
NHLBI include in the fiscal year 2025 congressional justification
information on the findings from the 2021 NIH workshop on the
cardiovascular risks across the lifespan in PCOS and the rec-
ommendations and plans to address the identified gaps,
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Potential Pandemic Pathogens.—HHS shall conduct a review of
all NIH-funded research involving potential pandemic pathogens
referred to an institutional biosafety committee and/or a dual use
research of concern committee. Such review shall be conducted by
the HHS Potential Pandemic Pathogen Care and Oversight review
committee. Within one year of enactment of this Act, a report
should be submitted to the Committees on Appropriations of the
House of Representatives and the Senate, the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce of the House of Representatives, and the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions of the Senate
and made available online summarizing the findings of the panel.
In addition, the NIH shall list on the agency’s website by year each
grant submitted for further review pursuant to the HHS Frame-
work for Guiding Funding Decisions about Proposed Research In-
volving Enhanced Potential Pandemic Pathogens.

Preventive and Early-Treatment Brain Health Research.—The
Committee encourages NIH to give greater attention to the study
of the preclinical stage of neurological disorders, that is, the events
that happen in the brain before the first symptoms of neurological
disease. Learning what happens during the preclinical stage may
guide the development of improved methods for identifying earl
disease biomarkers and intervention targets, as well as the devel-
opment of novel interventions that may prevent or treat neuro-
logical disease before it becomes disabling and, ultimately, impact
the trajectory of diseases like Alzheimer's disease, Parkinson’s dis-
ease, multiple sclerosis, stroke, and epilepsy. Research indicates
that with many neurological disorders changes in the brain begin
well before clinical symptoms appear and early, pre-symptomatic
intervention can lead to better outcomes.

Public Relations and Communications Consulting Services.—The
Committee directs each institute or center to provide the total obli-
gations by fiscal year for the past 5§ years spent on public relations
and communications consulting services from any funding source.
Such data shall be made available online in one dataset and
downloadable in electronic format from nih.gov. Amounts should be
listed by funding source, fiscal year, institute or center, and serv-
ice.

Rare Pediatric Genetic Diseases.—The Committee encourages
NIH to work with stakeholders to improve the testing and diag-
nosis of rare pediatric genetic diseases, so that children suffering
from such conditions may have better access to available treat-
ments and improved health outcomes. Further, the Committee en-
courages NIH to work with stakeholders to promote awareness and
research of rare pediatric genetic diseases.

Reducing Administrative Burden on Researchers.—The Com-
mittee recognizes that according to a national survey by the Fed-
eral Demonstration Partnership, Federally-funded researchers re-
port spending 44 percent of their research time on bureaucracy, in-
cluding the time to prepare proposals and budgets, post-grant re-
porting of time and effort, ethical requirements, and other compli-
ance activities. The Committee directs NIH to form a board on re-
ducing administrative burden on researchers. Such board must
have at least 75 percent of representation from non-Federal organi-
zations, including robust participation from the extramural commu-
nity and at least 25 percent of representation from early-career re-
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searchers (including post-does, non-tenured professors, and grad-
uate fellows), Within one year of enactment of this Act, the Board
is directed to provide a report that includes recommendations aim-
ing to reduce the administrative burden on researchers by 25 per-
cent over the next three years. The Committee strongly supports
efforts by the NIH for the recommendations to be put into effect
as soon as practicable. The Committee requests a briefing on this
effort 90 days from the enactment of this Act. The report of rec-
omlrjnendations shall be made available to the public on the agency’s
website.

Research, Condition, and Disease Categories (RCDC) Table.—The
Committee notes the RCDC table provides valuable insight into
NIH funding, disease prevalence, and mortality. The Committee
understands there can be considerable time lags in the data for
mortality and disease prevalence. However, the Committee expects
that the most recent data for mortality and disease prevalence
should always be available on the website next to funding informa-
tion. While it is understandable that updates may not be instanta-
neous, NIH should take steps to ensure information on mortality
and disease prevalence is always available for each category listed
in the RCDC table while the website is being updated for the most
recently available information.

Research in China or Russia.—NIH shall provide a funding table
that identifies any NIH-supported activity in the People’s Republic
of China or in Russia, including all funding mechanisms and all ac-
tivities from any subrecipients of such mechanisms, covering the
last four fiscal years, including the title of the NIH-supported activ-
ity, the amount for each fiscal year, the location, and the names
of the recipients or sub-recipients. Such report shall be provided to
the Committees on Appropriations of the House of Representatives
and the Senate, the Committee on Energy and Commerce of the
House of Representatives, and the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions of the Senate within 60 days of enact-
ment of this Act.

Scientific Management Review Board.—The Committee recog-
nizes that under the NIH Reform Act of 2006 (PL 109-482), a Sci-
entific Management Review Board was created with the specific
mission of reviewing the overall “research portfolio” of NIH, and
advising on the “use of organizational authorities,” such as abol-
ishing institutes or centers, creating new ones, and reorganizing
existing structures (42 U.S.C. §281(e)). Yet this Board has not met
or issued a report since 2015, despite the obligation to do so every
seven years. The Committee directs NIH to reconvene the Board
within 90 days of enactment of this Act to fulfill its statutory obli-
gation to provide recommendations to Congress, the Secretary, and
the NIH Director on how best to organize biomedical research fund-
ing. The Committee includes not less than $5,000,000 from
amounts provided under Office of the Director for the Scivntific
Management Review Board.

Sexual and Gender Minority Research Office.—The Committee
does not include funding for this activity.

Subaward Reporting.—NIH shall maintain a public database on
the agency’s website a list of all subawards by location., Such infor-
mation shall be publicly accessible without a login, searchable, and
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offer options to download in electronic format. Information shall be
updated not less than once each calendar quarter,

Success Rates and Paylines.—Not later than 60 days after enact-
ment of this Act, the Agency is directed to publicly post and main-
tain on the agency’s website a listing of all grant success rates and

aylines by institute or center, grant mechanism, and fiscal year.
guch website information shall be easily accessible and include op-
tions to export into an electronic data format. Initial information
should include the last ten years, to the extent practicable, and be
maintained on the website indefinitely.

Term Limits.—Congress’ decision to limit ARPA-H managers to
a maximum of two 3-year appointments (4 years for the ARPA-H
Director) is a break from NIH's longstanding practice of allowing
its top officials to effectively serve as long as they wish. The Com-
mittee believes that a healthy degree of turnover in leadership is
critical for sustaining the vitality of NIH. It also provides the op-
portunity for leading scientists across the nation to leave their posi-
tions for a set period of time and come to NIH to provide effective
leadership to critical elements of the nation’s biomedical enterprise.
The Committee supports the recommendations outlined in the 2003
Institute of Medicine report Enhancing the Vitality of the National
Institutes of Health: Organizational Change to Meet New Chal-
lenges. Specifically, the Committee supports Recommendation 10,
to set term limits for Institute or Center Director appointments to
two 5-year terms, The Committee believes regular replacement of
IC Directors following a maximum of two terms would be an over-
all benefit to medical research by ensuring the periodic introduc-
tion of fresh perspectives. The Committee provides $500,000 for
this effort and directs NIH to begin the planning process for imple-
menting this policy, and to report to the Committees within 180
days of enactment of this Act on these efforts.

Ultra-rare Diseases.—Developing a therapy for conditions occur-
ring in very small populations involves overcoming unique regu-
latory and research hurdles due to their small patient populations.
The Committee encourages NIH to host a public workshop con-
vening rare disease expert stakeholders including scientists, Fed-
eral agency representatives, including the Food and Drug Adminis-
tration, patient advocacy leaders, clinicians, therapy and
dia:ignostics developers, and other regulators. The workshop should
address current efforts on research and treatment efforts for rare
diseases, including focusing on commonalities across diseases and
therapeutic platforms, the outcome of which would also be applica-
ble for rare diseases with small patient populations.

Von Hippel-Lindau (VHL) disease.—The Committee recognizes
that finding a treatment and cure for von Hippel-Lindau disease,
in which the VHL tumor suppressor gene is damaged or non-
existent, is key for treating and curing VHL and many other forms
of cancer. The role of the VHL gene is central in how cells sense
and adapt to oxygen and nutrient availability and how this mecha-
nism leads to abnormal cell or cancer growth. As a result, nearly
a dozen medications currently used to treat various forms of cancer
are the direct result of research in VHL biology. The Committee
encourages NIH to continue to support intramural and extramural
research on VHL disease and biology, seeking hoth pharmacological
and gene therapy treatments for VHL and other cancer patients.
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The Committee requests an update on VHL research efforts in the
fiscal year 2025 congressional justification.

Youth Evidence Review.—NIH shall conduct a comprehensive evi-
dence review of all published research regarding the social and
medical gender transition of minors. As part of this evidence re-
view, NIH shall consider the mental health impacts and physical
implications of such social and medical intervention on minors,
both in the short- and long-term. NIH shall complete this evidence
review within 180 days of enactment of this Act and brief the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of the House of Representatives and the
Senate, the Committee on Energy and Commerce of the House of
Representatives, and the Committee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions of the Senate on findings. Until such review is com-
plete, all existing guidelines with respect to this treatment shall be
withdrawn.

BUILDINGS AND FACILITIES

Appropriation, fiscal year 2023 ............. = $350,000,000
Budget request, fiscal year 2024 ........ccccriiiiiiniiesimeiienieieeseesnns 350,000,000
Committee Recommendation .......... 350,000,000
Change from enacted level ...... ———
Change from budget request .......ccecovvvuiienenne —-——

Mission.—This account provides for the design, construction, im-
provement, major repair, and demolition of clinical, laboratory, and
office buildings and supporting facilities essential to the mission of
the NIH. The funds in this appropriation support the buildings on
the main NIH campus in Bethesda, Maryland; the Animal Center
in Poolesville, Maryland; the National Institute of Environmental
Health Sciences facility in Research Triangle Park, North Carclina;
the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases in Ham-
ilton, Montana; and other emaller facilities throughout the U.S.

Once again, the Committee rejects the Administration’s request
for NIH to transfer up to 1 percent of its research funding to this
account. Funding provided for research should not be unliterally
transferred without a sound explanation and robust justification of
need. NIH again provides woefully little explanation as to why
such an extraordinary authority is necessary. The Committee com-
mends the agency for continuing to develop a sound capital plan-
ning process and for keeping the Committee informed on such ac-
tivities. These efforts have been supported by the Committee with
modifications to section 216 of this Act which permit NIH to use
up to $100,000,000 of research funding for alterations and repairs.
The Committee directs NIH to continue to provide quarterly up-
dates of its efforts to develop hest practices and its maintenance
and construction plans for projects whose cost exceeds $5,000,000,
including any changes to those plans and the original baseline esti-
mates for individual projects. NIH is directed to provide a detailed
briefing on the proposed Center for Pediatric and Adult Diseases,
including how the size and activities in the Center compare to the
footprint and activities in the existing facilities that would be de-
molished to make way for it. Finally, the Committee also directs
NIH to describe in its fiscal year 2025 congressional justification
how the projects requested in its budget tie to its capital planning
process, including the Research Facilities Advisory Committee’s
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role in determining which projects are selected for inclusion in the

budget.
NIH INNOVATION ACCOUNT

This account supports NIH programs authorized in the Cures
Act,

ADVANCED RESEARCH PROJECTS AGENCY FOR HEALTH (ARPA—H)

Appropriation, fiscal year 2023 ... $1,500,000,000
Budget request, fiscal year 2024 ......cccoviiiiiinininnnnns 2,500,000,000
Committee Recommendation ..o . 500,000,000
Change from enacted level ... BT Ao VA e L4 —1,000,000,000
Change from budget request ..........cccun.. —2,000,000,000

Mission.—The Advanced Research Projects Agency for Health
fosters the development of novel, breakthrough, and broadly appli-
cable capabilities and technologies to accelerate transformative in-
novation in biomedical science and medicine in a manner that can-
not be readily accomplished through traditional Federal biomedical
research and development programs or commercial activity.

Geroscience Research.—Geroscience research is a revolutionary
way to approach health and aligns with the mission of ARPA-H to
identify and invest in high-risk, high-reward research projects that
have the potential to transform healthcare and improve public-
health. By uncovering new insights into the underlying causes of
age-related diseases, geroscience research could lead to treatments
and therapies that offer the possibility of improving people’s
“healthspan,” so they remain healthier longer, and address the
growing burden of age-related diseases on society. The Committee
urges ARPA-H to prioritize two areas of research that could ad-
vance the field dramatically: biomarkers and epigenetic reprogram-
ming. Discovering and validating biomarkers for aging would sig-
nificantly improve the efficacy of interventions, and epigenetic re-
programming of cellular age could slow down or reverse the aging
process and thereby prevent or delay age-related diseases.

Health Sciences Fulures.—While there are more than 100
coronavirus vaccines in various stages of clinical development
around the world, all of them are needle-based, most need multiple
doses to be effective, and all need refrigeration. There is a need for
next-generation COVID vaccines as well as platform technologies
such as nanovaccines that can be used in plug-and-play formats to
rapidly design multiplex vaccines against different pathogens or
variants. There is a need to advance new and improved COVID
vaccines by integrating multiple patent-protected nanovaccine plat-
form technologies that have shown unique competitive advantages
against respiratory infections and processes for rapid manufacture
of the novel vaccines and countermeasures through investing in
public-private partnerships and consortia.

Nanovaccine Research.—The Committee recognizes the major im-
portance of investing in nanovaccine research at U,S. universities
to improve upon existing COVID vaccines, such as through room
temperature-stable nanovaccines that can be rapidly designed, test-
ed, and deployed. The Committee urges the agency to prioritize
funding to a consortium of academic researchers working on such
nanovaccines.
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Rare Cancers—The Committee is aware of the significant chal-
lenges faced by paticnts with rare and difficult-to-treat cancers.
While many forms of cancer are now able to be successfully treated,
extending life for most patients by many years, some forms of can-
cer continue to show five-year survival rates in the single digits,
and many have had no new therapeutics available for decades. It
is the Committee’s hope that the investments made in ARPA-H
can be}g]'-lm to change outcomes for these paticnts especially.

To this end, the Committee is aware of the significant research
investment that has been undertaken by the NCI in both
foundational research that is applicable to all cancer types, as well
as targeted research through collaborations on specific cancer
types. One such collaboration is investigating treatments for a
brain cancer known as glioblastoma which is a fast-growing and
aggressive type of brain tumor. Many researchers believe such
brain cancers could be successfully treated by developing novel ef-
fective agents that can cross the blood-brain-barrier, and NCI has
invested in the Glioblastoma Therapeutics Network which seeks to
rapidly launch clinical trials that speed access to promising quali-
fied treatments to patients.

Investment in therapeutic interventions is vital to drive the de-
velopment of novel treatments and personalized approaches for dif-
ficult-to-treat cancers such as gliob?astoma. Accordingly, the Com-
mittee directs ARPA-H to make a significant investment of no less
than $100,000,000 to support pre-clinical and clinical trials, includ-
ing the evaluation of immune-based therapies, targeted therapies,
and combination treatments, to geographically diverse cancer med-
ical facilities that treat cancers which have a 5 to 10 percent sur-
vival rate over the period of 5 years following an initial diagnosis,
and with respect to which therapeutics have made no statistical
change over the preceding 3 decades in the proportion of patients
experiencing long-term (greater than 5 years) survival.

SUBSTANCE ABUSE AND MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES ADMINISTRATION

Appropriation, fiscal year 2023 .......ccoriinmmnimreimnnimminnnenes 97,618,583,000
Budget request, fiscal year 2024 ........ccoiiiiiiiiii e 10,682,975,000
Committee Recommendation ... i 7,284,049,000

Change from enacted 1evel ..., -394,634,000

Change from budget request .........covvei - 3,298,926,000

The Committee recommendation for the Substance Abuse and
Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) program level
includes  $6,975,882,000 in discretionary budget authority,
$133,667,000 in PHS Evaluation Tap Funding, and $12,000,000 in
transfers from the Prevention and Public Health Fund.

SAMHSA is the agency within HHS that leads public health ef-
forts to reduce the impact of substance nse and mental illness on
America’s communities. The Committee continues to include bill
language that exempts the Mental Health Services Block Grant
(MHSBG) and the Substance Use Prevention, Treatment, and Re-
covery Services Block Grant (SUPTRS) as a source for the Public
g{;a;i th Service Act section 241 evaluation set-aside in fiscal year

Eating Disorders.—The Committee remains concerned about the
rising rate of eating disorders in the U.S., especially amongst chil-
dren and youth. Eating disorders have the second highest mortality
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rate of any mental illness, however, 1 in 3 individuals affected re-
main undetected and untreated. The total economic cost of eating
disorders is almost $65 billion annually. Only 6 percent of medical
residency programs require training in eating disorders and 20 per-
cent of surveyed medical residency programs offer elective training.
Addressing this gap is erucial given the doubling of inpatient hos-
pitalization for eating disorders since March of 2020. The Com-
mittee continues to support SAMHSA’s Center of Excellence for
Eating Disorders to increase trainings for primary care health pro-
fessionals to screen, briefly intervene, and refer patients to treat-
ment for the severe mental illness of eating disorders, as author-
ized under section 1131 of the Consolidated Appropriations Act,
2023 (PL 117-328).

Women and girls are at heightened risk for developing an eating
disorder during their lifetime. The rate of adolescent girls visiting
the emergency room due to eating disorders has doubled since the
start of the pandemic, contributing to the youth mental health eri-
sis. The Committee recognizes SAMHSA’s efforts to address the
rise in eating disorders amongst adolescent girls. The Committee
directs SAMHSA to create a pediatric training model and com-
mence training of pediatric providers in coordination with HRSA
for prevention, early intervention, treatment, and ongoing support
protocols for women and girls with or at-risk of developing an eat-
ing disorder.

Eligible Grantees,—Where permitted in the authorizing statute,
the Committee directs SAMHPSA when issuing new funding oppor-
tunity announcements, to include as an eligible applicant States,
political subdivisions of States (including local governments, com-
munities, and municipalities), Tribes or tribal organizations, other
public or nonprofit entities, and faith-based organizations. The
Committee encourages SAMHSA to provide outreach and technical
assistance to ensure the maximum level of awareness and partici-
pation in new grant announcements.

Female Adolescent Mental Health.—The Committee is extremely
concerned with the findings of the February 2023 report on the
high rates of mental health challenges and suicidal ideation amon,
adolescent females. The Committee directs the Secretary of HHS,
through SAMHSA, to work across HHS, and in consultation with
other Departments as appropriate, to develop a comprehensive
interagency coordinating pll;n to improve adolescent mental health,
with a focus on the unique challenges facing female adolescents.
The Committee requests a briefing outlining these efforts within
180 days enactment of this Act.

Gambling.—The Committee understands that the annual na-
tional cost of problem gambling is estimated to be about $7 billion
per year. However, there is no Federal agency tasked to address
the problem of gambling. Not later than 180 days after the enact-
ment of this Act, the Secretary is encouraged to report to Congress
regarding how resources can be better utilized to provide and facili-
tate problem gambling services and prevention programs to effec-
tively address problem gambling.

Homelessness.—The Committee directs SAMHSA to include in
the fiscal year 2025 congressional justification information on how
the agency currently prioritizes substance use and mental health
programs specifically related to populations that are at high risk
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of becoming homeless, evaluates the efficacy of current policies, and
considers new policies that lead toward better outcomes. SAMHSA
is encouraged to prioritize programs that require treatment, ac-
countability, and a path to self-sufficiency.

Hair Testing Guidance.—The Committee recognizes that section
5402 of the Fixing America’s Surface Transportation (FAST) Act
(PL 114-94) required HHS to “issue scientific and technical guide-
lines for hair testing as a method of detecting the use of a con-
trolled substance for purposes of section 31306 of title 49, United
States Code”, which is the drug and alcohol testing program for op-
erators of commercial motor vehicles. While more than 7 years
have passed since the enactment of the FAST Act, the Committee
understands that HHS is currently considering hair testing as an
alternative method of drug testing and issued proposed mandatory
guidelines relating to hair testing in September 2020, but has not
issued final guidelines, as required by the FAST Act.

The Committee also recognizes that since the FAST Act was
signed into law, our nation has experienced a crippling SUD epi-
demic—particularly a massive prescription opioid abuse crisis—and
Federal inaction to recognize hair testing as a viable alternative to
urinalysis has denied Americans a legitimate tool to stem the cri-
sis, This is a glaring reminder that drug-impaired driving remains
a very serious issue and poses a tremendous risk to the safety of
the motoring public. Therefore, the Committee requests HHS to
produce guidelines for the use of hair testing as an alternative drug
testing method for commercial motor vehicle operators, in accord-
ance with section 5402 of the FAST Act. An update on the agency’s
effort should be included in the fiscal year 2025 congressional jus-
tification.

Minority Fellowship Program.—The Committee supports the Mi-
nority Fellowship Program and requests a report within 180 days
of enactment of this Act outlining the number and type of health
care providers, disaggregated by occupation, participating in the
program,

Rural Health.—The Committee recognizes the unique challenges
faced by those who live in rural and frontier areas to access regular
mental health and substance use services. These challenges are
further complicated when individuals need timely SUD and mental
health crisis services led by behavioral health professionals in
these areas, Providers in rural areas also face unique obstacles.
They may lack the full staff or resources to faithfully implement
evidence-based practices or meet requirements for grant funding.
Given these challenges, the Committee directs the Assistant Sec-
retary of Mental Health and Substance Use in coordination with
the Assistant Secretary for Planning and Evaluation and the Ad-
ministrator of HRSA to submit a joint report to the Committees
providing details on what strategies these agencies are imple-
menting to address the unique concerns of those in rural commu-
nities, The report should address what resources are needed to im-
prove and sustain access to prevention, treatment, and recovery-
oriented services, including crisis response services, and to recruit,
train, and sustain sufficient workforce in rural and frontier settings
within 180 days after enactment of this Act.



Appropriation, fiscal year 2023 ................. v $2788,646,000
Budget request, fiscal year 2024 ... 4,529,395,000
Committee Recommendation ..., 2,739,321,000
Change from enacted level ..., ~ 49,225,000
Change from budget request ... ~1,790,074,000

Behavioral Health Integration.—The Committee encourages
SAMHSA to develop school-based and evidence-based best practices
addressing behavioral health intervention training to support prac-
tices that assist children and youth with behavioral health needs,
including behavioral intervention teams, a team of qualified mental
health professionals who are responsible for identifying, screening,
and assessing behaviors of concern and facilitating the implemen-
tation of evidence-based interventions.

Mental Health Services Block Grant

The Committee provides $1,007,571,000 for the Mental Health
Services Block Grant (MHBG) which is the same as the fiscal year
2023 enacted program level. The MHBG provides funds to States
to support mental illness prevention, treatment, and rehabilitation
services. Funds are allocated according to a statutory formula
among the States that have submitted approved annual plans. The
Committee continues the 10 percent set-aside within the MHBG for
evidence-based programs that address the needs of individuals with
early serious mental illness, including psychotic disorders.

Children’s Mental Health Services

The Committee provides $130,000,000 for Children’s Mental
Health Services, which is the same as the fiscal year 2023 enacted
program level, to fund grants and technical assistance for commu-
nity-based services for children and adolescents with serious emo-
tional, behavioral, or mental disorders, and assists States and local
jurisdictions in developing integrated systems of community care.

Protection and Advocaey for Individuals with Mental Illness

The Committee provides $40,000,000 for the Protection and Ad-
vocacy for Individuals with Mental Illness program, which is the
same as the fiscal year 2023 enacted program level, to support
legal-based advocacy services to ensure the rights of individuals
with mental illness, protect and .advocate for these rights, and in-
vestigate incidents of abuse and/or neglect.

Projects for Assistance in Transition from Homelessness

The Committee provides $66,635,000 for the Projects for Assist-
ance in Transition from Homelessness program, which is the same
as the fiscal year 2023 enacted program level, to provide grants to
States and territories for assistance to individuals suffering from
severe mental illness and/or substance use disorders and who are
experiencing homelessness or at imminent risk of becoming home-
less. Grants may be used [or outreach, sereening and diagnostic
treatment services, rehabilitation services, community mental
health services, alcohol or drug treatment services, training, case
management services, supportive and supervisory services in resi-
dential settings, and a limited set of housing services,
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National Child Traumatic Stress Initiative

The Committee provides $93,887,000 for the National Child
Traumatic Stress Initiative, which is the same as fiscal year 2023
enacted program level, to increase access to effective trauma and
grief focused treatment and services systems for children, adoles-
cents, and their families, who experience traumatic events.

Within the total provided for Mental Health Programs of Re-
fional and National Significance, the Committee includes the fol-
owing amounts:

Butget Activity FY 2024

Committas
Capacity:
Seclusion and Restraint B i £1.147,000
Project AWARE ; 100,000,000
Mental Health Awaraness Trainin 5 27,963,000
Healthy Transitions ......... 30,451,000
Infant and Early Childhood Mental Health .......... 15,000,000
Children and Family Programs 7,229,000
Consumer and Family Network Grants 4,954,000
Project LAUNCH 25,605,000
Mental Health System Transformation 3,779,000
Primary and Behavioral Health Care Integration ... . o 55,877,000
Mental Health Crisis Response Grants = 20,000,000
Suicide and Crisis Lifeling (988) 501,618,000
National Strategy for Suicide Prevention 28,200,000
Zero Suicide 26,200,000
Ameripan Indian and Alaska Native Se-ASITR ..o s st issssnasss oo onis 3,400,000
Gayrelt Lee Smith-Youth Suicide Prevention:
State Grants 31,806,000
Campus Grants 12,000,000
American Indian and Alaska Native Suicide Prevention 3,931,000
Tribal Behavioral Health Grants 22,750,000
Homeless Prévention Programs 33,696,000
Minority AIDS ———
Criminal and Juvenile Justice Pragrams 11,269,000
Assisted Outpatient Treatment . : 21,420,000
Assertive Community Treatment for Individuals with Serious Mantal BIN2SS ..o ceenrsvisnnn 5,000,000
Interagency Task Force on Trauma-Informed Care 1,000,000
Swence and Service:
Garrett Lee Smith-Suicide Prevention Resource Center 11,000,000
Practice Improvement and Training 7,828,000
Consumer and Consumer Support Technical Assistance Centers 1,918,000
Primary and Behavioral Health Gare Integration Technical Assistance 2,991,000
Minerity Fellowship Program 11,059,000
Disaster Response 1,953,000
HOMEIBSSNESS wvovsmrecrnrserevimtenresice msiesen 2,296,000
Capacity:

Seclusion and Restraint.—The Committee provides $1,147,000,
which is the same as the fiscal year 2023 enacted program level,
to reduce the inappropriate use of seclusion and restraint practices
through the provision of technical assistance and the promotion of
alternatives to restraint, seclusion, and other coercive practices.

Project AWARE.—The Committee provides $100,000,000 for
Project AWARE State grants to implement mental health related
promotion, awareness, prevention, intervention, and resilience ac-
tivities to ensure that school-aged youth have access and are con-
nected to appropriate and effective behavioral health services. The
Committee notes the Bipartisan Safer Communities Act (PL 117-
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159) provided $60,000,000 for fiscal year 2024 for this program in
addition to resources in this Act.

Mental Health Awareness Training.—The Committee provides
$27,963,000, which is the same as the fiscal year 2023 enacted pro-
gram level, for Mental Health Awareness Training program, to
train individuals to recognize the signs and symptoms of mental
disorders and provide education on resources available in the com-
munity for individuals with mental illness.

Heqlthy Transitions.—The Committee provides $30,451,000,
which is the same as the fiscal year 2023 enacted program level,
for the Healthy Transitions program, to provide grants to improve
access to mental disorder treatment and related support services
for young people aged 16 to 25 who either have, or at risk of devel-
oping a serious mental health condition, Within the amount pro-
vided, the Committee reserves not less than 20 percent for Indian
Tribes and tribal organizations when making new awards.

Infani and Early Childhood Mental Health.—The Committee pro-
vides $15,000,000, which is the same as the fiscal year 2023 en-
acted program level, for the Infant and Early Childhood Mental
Health program, for grants to human service agencies and non-
profit organizations to provide age-appropriate mental health pro-
motion and early intervention or treatment for children with or
with significant risk of developing mental illness including through
direct services, assessments, and trainings for clinicians and edu-
cation providers.

Children and Family Programs.—The Committee provides
$7,229,000, which is the same as the fiscal year 2023 enacted pro-
gram level, for the Children and Family program, to provide grants
to Tribes for community-based services and supports for children
and youth, with or at risk for mental illness.

Consumer and Family Nelwork Grants.—The Committee pro-
vides $4,954,000, which is the =ame as the fiscal year 2023 enacted
program level, for Consumer and Family Network grants. Con-
sumer grants support statewide organizations run by adults with
serious mental illness or serious emotional disturbance to integrate
consumer voice into state mental health and allied systems. Family
grants provide education and training to family organizations to
improve their capacity for policy and service development.

Project Launch.—The Committee provides $25,605,000, which is
the same as the fiscal year 2023 enacted program level, for Project
Launch. Project Launch provides grants E)r screening, prevention,
and early intervention for behavioral health issues for children.

Mental Health System Transformation.—The Committee provides
$3,779,000, which is the same as the fiscal year 2023 enacted pro-
gram level, for the Mental Health System Transformation program.
The program provides State and community capacity building
grants for supported employment for individuals with serious men-
tal illness or serious emotional disturbance.

Primary and Behavioral Health Care Integration.—The Com-
mittee provides $55,877,000, which is the same as the fiscal year
2023 enacted program level, for the Primary and Behavioral Health
Care Integration program to promote full integration and collabora-
tion in clinical practice between behavioral healthcare and primary/
physical healthcare.
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Mental Health Crisis Response Partnership Pilot Program.—The
Committee provides $20,000,000, which is the same as the fiscal

ear 2023 enacted program level, for competitive grants to estab-
ﬁsh new, or enhance existing, mobile crises response teams,

The Committee notes the success of crisis stabilization centers
that provide walk care services for individuals with serious mental
health conditions and/or substance use disorders as an effective ap-
proach to reducing emergency department visits, hospitalizations,
or incarceration and encourages SAMSHA to support such projects
in future award cycles.

Suicide and Crisis Lifeline (988) Program.—The Committee pro-
vides $501,618,000, which is the same as the fiscal year 2023 en-
acted program level, to support the national suicide hotline to con-
tinue to support State and local suicide prevention call centers as
well as a national network of backup call centers and the national
coordination of such centers.

National Strategy for Suicide Prevention.—The Committee pro-
vides $28,200,000, which is the same as the fiscal year 2023 en-
acted program level, for the implementation of the National Strat-
egy for Suicide Prevention including $26,200,000 for grants to
screen adults for suicide risks and provide referral services, the im-
plementation of evidence-based practices to provide services to
adults at-risk, or to raise awareness of such risks, Of the funding
provided, $3,400,000 is reserved for grants to American Indian and
Alaska Native health systems.

Garrelt Lee Smith Youth Suicide Prevention.—The Committee
provides $52,294,000, which is the same as the fiscal year 2023 en-
acted program level, for Garrett Lee Smith Youth Suicide Preven-
tion, including $43.806,000 for grants to States and Tribes or their
designees for youth suicide prevention activities and services and
$8,488,000 for grants to institutions of higher education for services
for students with mental health or substance use disorders.

American Indian/Alaska Native Suicide Prevention Initiative.—
The Committee provides $3,931,000, which is the same as the fiscal
year 2023 enacted program level, for the Tribal Training and Tech-
nical Assistance Center to facilitate the development and imple-
mentation of comprehensive and collaborative community-based

revention plans to reduce suicide among American Indian/Alaska
ative (AI/AN), prevent substance misuse, and reduce substance
misuse among AI/AN Tribes and other A/AN communities,

Tribal Behavioral Grants.—The Committee provides $22,750,000,
which is the same as the fiscal year 2023 enacted program level,
to prevent and reduce suicidal behavior and substance use, reduce
the impact of trauma, and promote mental health among AI/AN
youth, through age 24.

Homelessness Prevention Programs.—The Committee provides
$33,696,000, which is the same as the fiscal year 2023 enacted pro-
gram level, for Homeless Prevention Programs to help fo support
the development and/or expansion of local implementation of an in-
frastructure that integrates mental health and SUD treatment and
recovery support services for individuals, youth, and families with
a serious mental illness, serious emotional disturbance, or co-occur-
ring disorders who are experiencing homelessness.,

Criminal and Juvenile Justice Activities.—The Committee pro-
vides $11,269,000, which is the same as the fiscal year 2023 en-
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acted program level, for grants to States, political subdivisions of
States, and Tribes or tribal organizations, to develop and imple-
ment programs to divert individuals with mental illness from the
criminal justice system. ) .

Assisted Outpatient Treatment—The Committee provides
$21,420,000, which is the same as the fiscal year 2023 enacted pro-
gram level, for grants to deliver outpatient treatment under a civil
court order to adults with a serious mental illness who meet State
civil commitment assisted outpatient treatment criteria.

Assertive Communiéy Treatment for Individuals with Serious
Mental Iliness.—The Committee provides $9,000,000, which is the
same as the fiscal year 2023 enacted program level, for Assertive
Community Treatment programs which includes a multi-discipli-
nary service-delivery approach for individuals with severe func-
tional impairments associated with a serious mental illness.

Interagency Task Force on Trauma-Informed Care.—The Com-
mittee provides $1,000,000 for the Interagency Task Force on Trau-
ma-Informed Care.

Science and Service:

Garretl Lee Smith-Suicide Prevention Resource Center.—The
Committee provides $11,000,000, which is the same as the fiscal
year 2023 enacted program level, for the Garrett Lee Smith-Suicide
Prevention Resource Center to build national capacity for dpre—
venting suicide b providm%' technical assistance, training, and re-
sources to assist g’cates, Tribes, organizations, and SAMHSA grant-
ees to develop suicide-prevention strategies.

Practice Improvement and Training.—The Committee provides
$7,828,000, which is the same as the fiscal year 2023 enacted pro-
gram level, to support the dissemination of key information to the
mental health delivery system.

Consumer and Consumer Support Technical Assistance Cen-
ters.—The Committee provides $1,918,000, which is the same as
the fiscal year 2023 enacted program level, to facilitate quality im-
provement of the mental health system by the specific promotion
of consumer-directed approaches for adults with serious mental ill-
ness.

Primary and Behavioral Health Care Integration Technical As-
sistance.—The Committee provides $2,991,000, $1,000,000 more
than the fiscal year 2023 enacted program level, to provide tech-
nical assistance to Primary and Behavioral Health Care Integra-
tion grantees. Of the funds provided, the Committee directs that
$1,000,000 be allocated to the Technical Assistance activities au-
thorized under section 1301(g) of PL 117-328 to implement the
psychiatric collaborative care model in primary care practices/sys-
tems. Pursuant to such law, these technical assistance centers may
be funded through cooperative agreements.

Minority  Fellowship Program.—The Committee provides
$11,059,000, which is the same as the fiscal year 2023 enacted pro-
gram level, to increase behavioral health practitioners’ knowledge
of issues related ta prevention, treatment, and recovery support for
mental illness and addiction among minority populations.

Disaster Response—The Committee provides $1,953,000, which
is the same as the fiscal year 2023 enacted program level, to sup-
port the Disaster Distress Helpline, the Crisis Counseling Assist-
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%nce and Training Program, and the Disaster Technical Assistance
enter.

SUBSTANCE ABUSE TEEATMENT
Appropriation, fiseal year 2023 ..........cccvoriiiiiininsienesenininiesenns $4,157,298,000

Budget request, fiscal year 2024 ...... 5,463,087,000
Committee Recommendation .......cccecesmrenr o 4,061,303,000
Change from enacted level ....... — 95,995,000

Change from budget TEQUESE ... oo — 1,401, 784,000

Substance Use Prevention, Treatment, and Recovery Services
Block Grant

The Committee includes $2,008,079,000, which is the same as
the fiscal year 2023 enacted program level, for the Substance Use
Prevention, Treatment, and Recovery Services (SUPTRS) Block
Grant. The SUPTRS Block Grant provides funding to States and
Territories to support alcohol and g use prevention, treatment,
and recovery support services. The Committee recognizes the crit-
ical role the block grant plays in State and Territory systems
across the country, giving States and Territories the flexibility to
direct resources to address the most pressing needs of their com-
munities. The Committee also recognizes that the 20 percent pre-
vention set-aside within the SUPTRS Block Grant is a vital source
of funding for primary prevention.

Alcohol Addiction—The Committee is aware that States utilize
SUPTRE Block Grant funding to support programs that address all
substance use disorders, including those related to alcohol,
SUPTRS Block Grant funds may support Screening, Brief Interven-
tion, Referral to Treatment (SBIRT) initiatives related to alcohol
In addition, States utilize SUPTRS Block Grant funds to support
alechol use disorder treatment services in outpatient, intensive out-
patient, and residential programs. Further, the Committee is also
aware that SUPTRS Block Grant funds may be allocated to support
medications for the treatment of alcohol use disorders, an impor-
tant tool that should be available to those in need. The Committee
also understands the SUPTRS Block Grant funds are utilized by
States to support recovery community organizations to provide re-
covery support for those with alcohol use disorders.

Medication-Assisted Treatment—The Committee notes the im-
portance of outreach to the community of the treatment center lo-
cation.

Opioid Safety Education and Training.—The Committee notes
strong concerns about the increasing number of unintentional over-
dose deaths attributable to prescription and especially nonprescrip-
tion illicitly manufactured opioids. SAMHSA is urged to take steps
to encourage and support the use of SUPTRS funds for opivid safe-
ty education and training, including initiatives that improve access
for licensed healthcare professionals, including paramedics, to
emergency devices used to rapidly reverse the effects of opioid
overdoses. Such initiatives should incorporate robust evidence-
based intervention training and facilitate linkage to treatment and
TECOVETY Services.

Opioid Use Disorder in Rural Communities—The Committee is
aware that response to the opioid use disorder crisis continues to

ose unique challenges for rural America, which suffers from prob-
ems related to limited access to both appropriate care and health
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professionals critical to identifying, diagnosing and treating pa-
tients along with supporting recovery from substance use disorders.
The Committee recognizes that the COVID pandemic exacerbated
many of Rural America’s unique challenges and resulting needs,
creating added isolation for many, and an increasing number of in-
dividuals in crisis. These issues further emphasize the urgency of
a comprehensive approach including training to provide care for di-
verse populations; the use of technologies to ensure improved ac-
cess to medically underserved areas; and workforce and skill devel-
opment including peer recovery specialist training and other initia-
tives to increase effective responsiveness to unique rural chal-
lenges. The Committee encourages SAMHSA to support initiatives
to advance opioid use disorder objectives in rural areas, specifically
focusing on addressing the needs of individuals with SUDs in rural
and medically underserved areas, and programs that stress a com-
prehensive community-based approach involving academic institu-
tions, health care providers, and local criminal justice systems.

Prevention Activities—The SUPTRS Block Grant’s prevention
set-aside requires States to allocate at least 20 percent of Block
Grant funds to primary prevention. States may use these preven-
tion set-aside funds to support initiatives aimed at addressing un-
derage drinking, such efforts can reduce access to aleohol, reduce
risk factors, and increase protective factors.

Substance Use Disorder Treatment.—The Committee is concerned
by the high rates of substance use and overdose among youth; more
than 2 million adolescents suffered from a SUD in 2021. Despite
the high prevalence of SUDs among 12- to 17-year-olds, few treat-
ment programs are equipped to serve this population. The Com-
mittee encourages SAMHSA to urge states to dedicate funding, in-
cluding from State Opioid Response grants, to support SUD treat-
ment tailored to adolescents, as well as other populations with lim-
ited treatment options, including pregnant and parenting women.

State Opioid Response Grants

The Committee includes $1,583,000,000, which is $8,000,000
more than the fiscal year 2023 enacted program level, for State
Opioid Response (SOR) grants. The Committee supports efforts
from SAMHSA through SOR grants to expand access to SUD treat-
ments in rural and underserved communities, including through
funding and technical assistance. Within the amount provided, the
Committee includes an increased set aside for Indian Tribes and
tribal organizations to 4 percent.

The Committee continues to support the ability of SOR to sup-
port continuum of prevention, treatment, and recovery support
services for individuals with opioid or stimulant use disorder in-
cluding co-occurring addictions such as alcohol addiction. The Com-
mittee encourages SAMHSA to increase awareness of grantees re-
garding the ability of SOR funding to support treatment and sup-
port for co-occurring additions, including alcohol use disorder.

FDA Approved Medications.—The Center for Substance Abuse
Treatment is directed to include as an allowable use of funds all
FDA approved medications for opioid use disorder and overdose re-
:ir?rsaé and other clinically appropriate services to treat opioid use

sorder.
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Opioid Use Disorder Recurrence—The Committee is concerned
that relapse following opioid withdrawal management for opioid
use disorder is a contributing factor to the overdose crisis. The
Committee appreciates SAMHSA’s efforts to address this within
the Federal grant population by emphasizing the potential benefits
of opioid detoxification followed by medication to prevent recur-
rence and encourages SAMHSA to disseminate and implement this
policy in all settings where detoxification is offered, including
opioid treatment programs, rehabilitation centers and criminal jus-
tice settings.

Technical Assistance.—The Committee directs SAMHSA to con-
tinue funding technical assistance within the administrative por-
tion of the appropriated amounts for SOR grants, to provide locally
based technical assistance teams as has been done through the
Opioid Response Network., The Committee recognizes the impor-
tance and essential work currently being done by the Opioid Re-
sponse Network in delivering technical assistance to State and ter-
ritorial SOR grantees, sub-recipients and others addressing opioid
use disorder and stimulant use disorder in their communities.

Within the total provided for Programs of Re%’iunal and National
Significance, the Committee recommends the following amounts:

Budgel Aclvly FY 2024

Commiltes
Capacity:
Opioid Treatment Programs and Regulatary Activities " $10,724,000
Screening, Brief Intervention, Refercal to Treatment 33,840,000
PHS Evaluation Funds 2,000,000
Targeted Capacity Expansion-General 122 416,000
Medipation-Assisted Treaiment for Frescription Drug and Opigid AGAICHON ... covvevosnreisseunsene 114,000,000
Tribal Set-aside 16,500,000
Grants 10 Prevent Prescription Drug/Opioid Overdosg .. . 16,000,000
First Responder Training ... 56,000,000
Rural Emergency Medical Services Training Grants 31,000,000
Pregnant and Postpartum Women ....... 2 38,931,000
Recovery Community Services Program ... co i adhien s 4,434,000
ES NP AT FRATIIER .o svan s stonmmhsmifmssn o s Bmsbiabghenpnrss AR T : 30,157,000
Criminal Justice Activities 54,000,000
Drug Courts ... 74,000,000
Improving Access to Overdose Treatment 1,500,000
Building Communities of RECOVEIY s ismsusisrasts isntisteptssssas estepsasssssssstsnsstsst pases - 16,000,000
Peer Suppart Technical Assistance Center . 2,000,000
Comprehensive Opioid Recovery Centérs ..... 6,000,000
Emergency Department Alternatives to Opicids 8,000,000
Treatment, Recovery, and Workforce Support 12,000,000
Youth Prevention and Recovery Initiative 2,000,000
Science and Service:
Addiction Technology Transier Centers 5,046,000
Minority Fellowship Program ... 7,136,000
Capacity:

Opioid Treatment Programs and Regulatory Activities—The
Committee provides $10,724,000, which is the same as the fiscal
year 2023 enacted program level, to support access to FDA-ap-
proved medications for opioid use disorder through opioid treat-
ment programs and to approve organizations that accredit opioid
treatment programs,

Screening, Brief Intervention, and Referral to Treaiment.—The
Committee provides $33,840,000, which is the same as the fiscal
year 2023 enacted program level, for the SBIRT program. The
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SBIRT program identifies individuals who misuse substances and
provides education, brief intervention, or referrals to specialty
treatment as necessary through grants to States, Tribes, health de-
partments, colleges and universities, and other non-profit organiza-
tions.

Targeted Capacity Expansion.—The Committee provides
$122,416,000, which is the same as the fiscal year 2023 enacted
program level, for Targeted Capacity Expansion program including
the Medication-Assisted Treatment for Prescription Drug and
Opioid Addition program (MAT-PDOA). These programs support
State and local governments, Tribes, non-profit organizations, and
health facilities respond to treatment and capacity gaps for pur-
poses of providing services to individuals with opioid use disorder.
MAT-PDOA provides access to FDA-approved medications for
opioid use disorders to reduce opioid use and related deaths.

SAMHSA is directed to include all FDA-approved medications for
opioid use disorder and other clinically appropriate services as an
allowable use to achieve and maintain remission and recovery.

Grants to Prevent Prescription Drug/Opioid Overdose.—The
Committee provides $16,000,000 for Grants to Prevent Prescription
Drug/Opioid Overdose Deaths (PDO), which is the same as the fis-
cal year 2023 program level. The PDO program trains first-re-
sponders and other community sectors on the prevention of pre-
seription drug/opioid overdose-related deaths including through the
purchase and distribution of naloxone.

First Responder Training.—The Committee provides $56.000,000
for First Responder Training, which is the same as the fiscal year
2023 program level, for equipping first responders with naloxone
and other FDA-approved overdose reversal devices. Of the funds

rovided, $31,000,000 are for Rural Emergency Medical Services
}ll‘raining Grants which provide funding to recruit and train emer-
gency medical services personnel in rural areas with a focus on ad-
dressing substance use disorders and co-occurring mental health
conditions.

Pregnant and Postpartum Women.—The Committee provides
$38,931,000 for the Pregnant and Postpartum Women program
which is the same as the fiscal year 2023 program level. The Preg-
nant and Postpartum Women program supports comprehensive res-
idential substance use disorder treatment, prevention, and recovery
support services for pregnant and postpartum women, their minor
children, and other family members. The Committee recognizes
SAMHSA for its work managing this program, which utilizes a
family-centered approach to provide comprehensive residential
SUD treatment services. A provisivn in the Comprehensive Addic-
tion and Recovery Act authorizes SAMHSA to allocate a portion of
these resources for a pilot program to State alcohol and drug agen-
cies to support outpatient, intensive outpatient, and related serv-
ices in a family centered approach. The Committee again encour-
ages SAMHSA to fund an additional cohort of States above and be-
yond those pilots already funded.

Recovery Community Services Program.—The Committee pro-
vides $4,434,000 for Recovery Community Services Program, which
is the same as the fiscal year 2023 program level; tﬁ}s program
provides grants to develop, expand, and enhance community and
statewide recovery support services.
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Children and Families program.—The Committee provides
$30,197,000, which is the same as the fiscal year 2023 program
level, to support early identification and services to children, ado-
lescents, and young adults at risk of substance use disorders, treat-
ment for such populations with co-oceurring mental illnesses.

Criminal  Justice  Activities—The  Committee provides
$94,000,000, which is the same as the fiscal year 2023 program
level, to support diversion, alternatives to incarceration, drug
courts, and re-entry from incarceration for adolescents and adults
with aleohol and other drug use disorders and/or co-occurring alco-
hol and other drug use disorders and mental illness. This includes
$74,000,000 for SAMSHA’s Drug Court initiative. The Committee
continues to direct SAMHSA to ensure that all funding appro-
priated for drug treatment courts is allocated to serve people diag-
nosed with a substance use disorder as their primary condition,
The Committee directs SAMHSA to ensure that all drug treatment
court grant recipients work directly with the corresponding State
substance use agency in the planning, implementation, and evalua-
tion of the grant. The Committee further directs SAMHSA to ex-
pand training and technical assistance to drug treatment court
grant recipients to ensure evidence-based practices are fully imple-
mented.

Improving Access to Opioid Treatment.—The Committee provides
$1,500,000, which is the same as fiscal year 2023 program level, to
support awards to expand access to FDA-approved drugs or devices
for emergency treatment of known or suspected opioid overdose.

Building Communities of Recovery.—The Committee provides
$16,000,000, which is the same as the fiscal year 2023 program
level, to enable the development, expansion, and enhancement of
recovery community organizations.

Peer Support Technical Assistance Center—The Committee pro-
vides $2,000,000, which is the same as the fiseal year 2023 pro-
gram level, to provide technical assistance to recovery community
organizations and peer support networks.

Comprehensive Opioid Recovery Centers.—The Committee pro-
vides $6,000,000 for Comprehensive Opioid Recovery Centers,
which is the same as the fiscal year 2023 program level, as author-
ized by section 7121 of the SUPPORT Act FPL 116-271).

Emergency Department Alternatives to Opioids.—The Committee
provides $8,000,000 for Emergency Department Alternatives to
Opioids, as authorized by section 7091 of the SUPPORT Act (PL
115-271). This program provides funding to hospitals and emer-
gency departments to develop and implement alternative pain
management protocols and treatments that limit the prescribin%of
opioids in emergency departments. The Committee notes that
SAMSHA has limited participation exclusively to non-profit hos-
pitals and emergency departments in a manner inconsistent with
the authorizing statute and directs the Administration when
issuing new funding opportunity announcements, to include as an
eligible applicant in a manner consistent with the SUPPORT Act
(PL 115-271). The Committee requests an update on this effort in
the fiscal year 2025 congressional justification.

Treatment, Recovery, and Workforce Support—The Committee
provides $12,000,000, which is the same as the fiscal year 2023
program level, for grants to entities that offers treatment or recov-
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ery services for individuals with SUDs to support individuals in
SUDs treatment and recovery live independently and participate in
the workforce.

Youth Prevention and Recovery Initiative—The Committee pro-
vides $2,000,000, which is the same as the fiscal year 2023 pro-
gram level, for the for the Youth Prevention and Recovery Initia-
tive to suc{)port early identification and services to children, adoles-
cents, and young adults at risk of SUDs, treatment for such popu-
lations including those with co-occurring mental illnesses, as au-
thorized by the SUPPORT Act (PL 115-271).

Science and Services:

Minority Fellowship Program.—The Committee provides
$7,136,000, which is the same as the fiscal year 2023 program
level, to increase behavioral health practitioners’ knowledge of
issues related to prevention, treatment, and recovery support for
mental illness and addiction among minority populations.

Substance Use Disorder Treatment.—The Committee encourages
SAMHSA to expand the availability of treatment services tailored
to adolescents, pregnant women, and parents.

SUBSTANCE ABUSE PREVENTION

Appropriation, fiscal year 2023 .......c..cooeee $236,879,000
Budget request, fiscal year 2024 245,738,000

Committee Recommendation .... 179,602,000
Change from enacted level . —57,277,000
Change from budget request ... oo —66,136,000

Within the total provided for Programs of Regional and National
Significance, the Committee provides the following amounts:

FY 2024

Budgat Activity Committe
Capacity:
Strategic Prevention Fr Rivans $125,484,000
Federal Drug-Free Workplace - 5,139,000
Sober Truth on Preventing Underage Drinking ..o - 14,500,000
Natignal Adult-Orignled Mediz Public Service Campaign 2,500,000
Community Based Coalition Enhancement Grants 11,000,000
[nteragency Coardinating Committee to Frevent Underage DIiRING ..evvoimsmsesrsssnsisissesisasesss 1,000,000
Tribal Behavioral Health Grants o 23,665,000
Seience and Service:
Center for the Application of Prevention Technologies 9,453,000
Sclence and Service Program Coordination ... = b i
Minority Fellowship Program .. 1,321,000
Capacity:

Strategic Prevention Framework.—The Committee provides
$125,484,000, $10,000,000 below the fiscal year 2023 enacted pro-
Eram level, for the Strategic Prevention Framework (SPF). The

PF provides grants to States, Tribes, and local governmental orga-
nizations to prevent substance misuse. The Committee strongly be-
lieves that investing in prevention is essential to ending the sub-
stance misuse crisis, and supports the core SPF program, which is
designed to prevent the onset of substance misuse, while strength-
ening prevention capacity and infrastructure. The Committee in-
tends that this program support comprehensive, multi-sector sub-
stance use prevention strategies to stop or delay the age of initi-
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ation of each State or local applicant’s most pressing substance use
issues, as determined by the State and/or local epidemiological
data.

Federal Drug-Free Workplace.—The Committee provides
$5,139,000, the same as the fiscal year 2023 program level, for Fed-
eral Drug-Free Workplace Programs (DFWP). DFWP ensures em-
ployees in national security, public health, and public safety posi-
tions are tested for the use of illegal drugs and the misuse of pre-
seription drugs and ensure the laboratories that perform this regu-
lated drug testing are inspected and certified by HHS.

Sober Truth on Preventing Underage Drinking Act.—The Com-
mittee proyides $14,500,000, the same as the fiscal year 2023 pro-
am level, for the Sober Truth on Preventing Underage Drinki
STOP) Act. The STOP Act supports an adult-oriented natiogﬁ
media campaign to provide parents and caregivers of youth under
the age of 21 with information and resources to discuss the issue
of alcohol with their children, funds the Interagency Coordinating
Committee on the Prevention of Underage Drinking, and provides
grant? th prevent and reduce alcohol use among youth under the

age of 21.

Tribal Behavioral Grants—The Committee provides $23,665,000
to address the high incidence of substance misuse and suicide
among AI/AN populations.

Science and Service:

Center for the Application of Prevention Technologies.—The Com-
mittee provides $9,493,000, the same as the fiscal year 2023 pro-
gram level, for the Center for the Application of Prevention Tech-
nologies to improve implementation and delivery of effective sub-
stance use prevention interventions and provide training and tech-
nical assistance services to the substance use prevention field.

Eligible Grantees.—The Committee directs the Secretary to ex-

and eligibility for grants under SAMHSA Prevention Programs of
%eg‘ional and National Significance and the corresponding services
provided by the Center for the Application of Prevention Tech-
nologies to private, non-profil, regional organizations, including
faith-based organizations. The broad eoalitions orchestrated by
these regional organizations are uniquely positioned to supplement
the work already being done by the State, tribal, and community
organizations currently eligible for such grants.
inority Fellowship Program.—The Committee provides
$1,321,000, the same as the fiscal year 2023 %rogram level, to pro-
vide stipends to increase the number of SUD and mental health
professionals who teach, administer, conduct services research, and
provide direct mental illness or substance use disorder treatment
scervices for minority populations.

HEALTH SURVEILLANCE AND PROGRAM SUPPORT

Appropriation, fiscal year 2028 ... $495,860,000
Budget request, fiscal year 2024 .........ccccomieiimininmiiessiiiiesinnn. 344,755,000
Committes Recomnmendation .........ceeeieersinnresinsssmsssiessssassinsasees 303,823,000
Change from enactod I8Vl ........ccimisisismsimimessemssonssansinsinssnsress - 192,037,000
Change from budget request .........ceeer . — 40,932,000

The Committee provides the following amounts for Health Sur-
veillance and Program Support:
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Budget Activly cﬂnﬁgﬁ:&
Health Surveillance ......... $50,623,000
PHS Evalustion Funds .......... . 30,425,000
Program Support 79,500,000
Perfarmance and Quality Information Systems 10,200,000
Behavioral Health Workforce ... 1,000,000
PHS Evaluation Funds ............ \ 1.000,000

AGENCY FOR HEALTHCARE RESEARCH AND QUALITY
HEALTHCARE RESEARCH AND QUALITY

Appropriation. fiscal year 2023 ........ccccccnnenne $373,500,000
Budget request, ﬁsca?yeay 2024 . 447,600,000
Committee Recommendation ....... A
Change from enacted level ......, - 373,500,000
Change from budget request ..........cc..... — 447,600,000

The Committee provides no funding for the Agency for
Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ). Similar work is done by
several agencies funded in this bill, including the National Insti-
tutes of Health, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention,
and the Office of the Assistant Secretary for Health.

CENTERS FOR MEDICARE & MEDICAID SERVICES
" GRANTS TO STATES FOR MEDICAID

Appropriation, fiscal year 2023 ....... $367,357,090,000
Budget request, fiscal year 2024 . 406,956,550,000
Committee Recommendation ....... . 406,956,850,000
Change from enacted level ........... +39,699.760,000
Change from budget request

Medicaid provides health coverage to eligible populations, includ-
ing eligible low-income adults, children, pregnant women, elderly
adults, and people with disabilities. Medicaid is administered by
States, according to Federal requirements. The program is funded
Jointly by States and the Federal Government.

This amount does not include $197,580,474,000. which was pro-
vided as advance funding for the first quarter of fiscal year 2024.
In addition, the Committee recommends an advance appropriation
of $245,580,414,000 for program costs in the first quarter of fiscal
yvear 2025, to remain available until expended.

The Committee continues bill language providing indefinite
budget authority for unanticipated costs in fiscal year 2024. Fed-
eral Medicaid grants reimburse States for a portion of their ex-
penditures in providing health care for individuals whose income
and resources fall below specified levels. Subject to certain min-
imum requirements, States are provided certain limited authority
within the law to set eligibility, coverage, and payment levels.

PAYMENTS TO THE HEALTH CARE TRUST FUNDS

$548,130,000,000
476,725,000,000

Appropriation, fiscal year 2023

Budget request, fiscal year 2024

Committee Recommendation .... 476,725,000,000
Change from enacted level .... y - 71,406,000,000
Change from budget request .........cocvveereveireennanns —_—

This account includes the general fund subsidy to the Federal
Supplementary Medical Insurance Trust Fund for Medicare Part B
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benefits, and Medicare drug benefits and administration, as well as
other reimbursements to the Federal Hospital Insurance Trust
Fund for benefits and related to administrative costs, which have
not been financed by payroll taxes or premium contributions. The
Committee continues bill language providing indefinite authority to
pay the general revenue portion of the Medicare Part B premium
match and providing resources for the Medicare Part D drug ben-
efit program if the annual appropriation is insufficient,

PROGRAM MANAGEMENT

Appropriation, fiscal year 2028 ......ooeiiiiiinnninenins $4,124,744,000
Budget request, fiscal year 2024 4,550,070,000
Committee Recommendation ........... 3,326,690,000
Change from enacted level ... — 798,054,000
Change from budget request -1,223,380,000

Program Operations

The Committee includes $2,256,823,000 for Program Operations,
which is $678,000,000 below the fiscal year 2023 enacted level and
$873,360,000 below the fiscal year 2024 budget request. This office
administers the programs under the Centers for Medicare & Med-
icaid Services (CMS), funds beneficiary outreach and education,
maintains information technology infrastructure needed to support
various claims processing systems, and supports other pro-
grammatic improvements.

Area Wage Index—In August of 2019, CMS implemented the
Medicare Hospital Area Wage Index Low Wage Index Hospital Pol-
icy as part of Fiscal Year 2020 Medicare Hospital Inpatient Pro-
spective Payment System and Long Term Acute Care Hospital Pro-
spective Payment System (CMS-1716-F). CMS implemented the
policy due to a recognition that there was a “common concern that
the current wage index system perpetuates and exacerbates the
disparities between high and low wage index hospitals.” At the
time in 2019, CMS even acknowledged that the policy would be ef-
fective for “at least four years.” As a result of the unforeseen
COVID pandemir, the impact of this adjustment has not been seen.
The Committee strongly urges CMS to extend the Low Wage Index
Hospital Policy as they had anticipated doing for an additional four
years to allow hospitals and the agency more time to understand
the policy’s true impact in a more normal environment. The Com-
mittee requests an update on this topic in the fiscal year 2025 con-
gressional justification.

Autologous Breast Reconstruction Coverage.—Breast or chest wall
reconstruction has evolved significantly in the nearly 25 years since
the passage of the Women’s Health and Cancer Rights Act. Per-
forator flap reconstruction, which creates a breast without sacri-
ficing a patient's muscle, is the modern gold standard for
autologous reconstruction. Autologous perforator flap reconstruc-
tion access is particularly important for patients diagnosed with
more advanced disease and disease that requires radiation, as im-
plants are less safe in these populations. The Committee is con-
cerned that, although access to breast or chest wall reconstruction
has improved, gaps may exist for women who seek autologous per-
forator flap reconstruction. The Committee encourages CMS to re-
view any policies regarding autologous reconstruction options.
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Biosimilars.—The Committee is concerned about the lack of ac-
cess to lower cost biosimilars to beneficiaries within the Medicare
Part D program. The Committee encourages CMS to examine exist-
ing barriers to biosimilar adoption, including large paver price con-
cessions, This includes the Center for Medicare and Medicaid Inno-
vation exploring new voluntary models to test and develop incen-
tives to encourage biosimilar use. The Committee encourages CMS
to provide beneficiary focused education on the availability of
biosimilars and the potential for lower out-of-pocket costs. CMS
should include this information in Medicare Plan Finder and in
Real Time Benefit tools.

Birthing-Friendly Hospitals—The Committee shares CMS’ goal
to address the matemaf mortality and morbidity crisis. As such,
the Committee directs the agency to make a report publicly avail-
able online within 120 days of enactment of this Act on the new
“Birthing-Friendly Hospitals” designation recently put forth by
CMS; the report should include how the agency intends to expand
the criteria for “Birthing-Friendly Hospital” designation eligihility
in the future, and anticipated impacts on maternal health out-
comes.

Cardiac Computed Tomography (CT).—The Committee reiterates
concern raised in the fiscal year 2023 joint explanatory statement
and notes that Medicare payment rates for cardiac CT services may
affect access to these vital services. Despite clinical evidence dem-
onstrating that use of cardiac CT can improve health outcomes for
beneficiaries and reduce costs for the healthcare system, bene-
ficiaries are up to twenty times more likely to receive a stress test.
The Committee urges CMS to preserve access to this vital service.

County Level Data.—The Committee directs the U.S. Govern-
ment Accountability Office (GAO) to review how State Medicaid
programs fund behavioral health services in selected States. The
Committee directs GAO to brief the Committees on the status of
its review no later than 180 days after the date of enactment of
this Act, and to complete its work for the Committee at a date to
be agreed upon at the status briefing.

Dementia Care Management Model.—The Committee appreciates
the Center for Medicare & Medicaid Innovation continuing to work
with stakeholders to test a dementia care management model that
could reach dementia patients across all stages and include coordi-
nated care management and caregivers. The Committee looks for-
gggd to an update on this work, as requested in House Report 117—

Diagnostic Coverage for Alzheimer’s Disease.—The Committee is
encouraged by the potential new therapeutic options for Alz-
heimer’s patients while significantly concerned about CMS Na-
tional Coverage Determination (N('D)) for monoclonal antibodies di-
rected against amyloid for the treatment of Alzheimer’s disease. It
is also critical that Medicare beneficiaries have access to the con-
firmatory diagnostic tests that will ensure treatment with novel
therapeutic options, once available, as well as enable individuals to
seek alternative interventions to impede the course of disease or
gartici ate in clinical trials or additional research to further Alz-

eimer’s treatments. The Committee encourages CMS to reexamine
its NCD on beta amyloid positron tomography in dementia and
neurodegenerative disease.
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Diagnostic or supplemental breast imaging.—The Committee is
aware that while breast cancer detection starts with routine
screening mammograms, some individuals may require diagnostic
or supplemental breast imaging (e.g., diagnostic mammography,
breast ultrasound, or breast magnetic resonance imaging) to rule
out breast cancer or confirm the need for a biopsy. The Committee
encourages CMS to consider including diagnostic and supplemental
breast imaging as integral services of breast cancer screening and
early detection, a recommended preventive service for the patients
that are recommended to receive these screening modalities.

Digital Mammography Coverage Analysis.—The Committee rec-
ognizes the importance of access to mammography screening for
early detection of breast cancer. Digital Breast Tomosynthesis
(DBT). or 3D mammography, offers clinical benefits to women with
dense breasts, may detects more cancers, improves accuracy, can
reduces patient recalls for additional testing, and provides rapid
and reliable results and storage of images. While some States re-
quire insurance plans to cover tomosynthesis with no co-pay, many
do not. Insurance coverage of “all modalities,” including 3D mam-
mography, would improve access to recommended screening. The
Committee supports efforts by the GAO to assess coverage and
copay gaps across different forms of private and public health in-
surance, as well as trends in the usage of 3D mammography
:'.crcemng,

Drug Quality—The Committee continues to be concerned about
the discovery of dangerous levels of carcinogens in frequently pre-
scribed medications, including angiotensin Il receptor blockers like
losartan and valsartan, ranitidine, and metformin.

Early Screening for Chronic Kidney Disease (CKD).—The Com-
mittee is committed to ensuring that patients with CKD have ac-
cess to the most clinically appropriate treatments. Approximately
37 million Americans have CKD, including nearly 800,000 with ir-
reversible kidney failure. Another 80 million Americans are at risk
for developing kidney disease from hypertension, diabetes, and
other risk factors. Chronic kidney disease reaches across racial,
ethnic, and culturally diverse populations in both urban and rural
areas. And while patients being treated for kidney failure represent
only 1 percent of beneficiaries, they account for & percent of all
Medicare Fee-for-service expenditures. Overall, Medicare spends
nearly 25 percent of its annual budget on beneficiaries with a kid-
ney disease diagnosis. More effective diagnosis and care can help
reduce the rates of kidney failure and cardiovascular complications
for patients and with pofential substantial savings to the Federal
government. Therefore, the Committee recommends that CMS
work to ensure the Medicare benefit guidelines reflect the most re-
cent clinical CKD guidelines and increase access to early sereening
utilizing both estimated glomerular filtration rate and Urine Albu-
min-to-Creatinine Ratio testing, diagnosis, and treatment for high-
risk populations for CKD.

Functional Impairment after Mastectomy.—After breast cancer
surgery, nearly 80 percent of women suffer from pain, numbness,
or both, The Committee is aware of research demonstrating that
numbness after mastectomy can lead to functional impairment and
quality of life issues for breast cancer survivors. Functional impair-
ment resulting from mastectomy can include a total loss of sensa-
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tion leading to thermal injuries such as burns and other accidents.
The Committee is also aware that significant technological proce-
dure advancements are now available to shift the focus of recon-
structive breast surgery beyond cosmetic-only results to include the
restoration of typical breast functions, such as sensation. Sensory
restoration as a part of breast reconstruction can ultimately im-
grove functional impairment, physical safety, and quality of life for
reast cancer survivors.

GAO Report on Private Not-For-Profit Hospitals.—The Com-
mittee directs the Government Accountability Office to conduct an
examination of (i) cost, quality and accessibility of care provided by
private not-for-profit hospitals to uninsured and vulnerable patient
populations, (ii) the level of charity care provided by those hospitals
to patients at 400, 300, 200, and 100 percent of the Federal poverty
level, and compare those charity care levels with that of all hos-
pitals, all private for-profit hospitals, and hospitals that receive
other Federal benefits, including disproportionate share hospital
payments and 340B discounts. The Committee also directs GAO to
offer recommendations to better align tax incentives received by
not-for-profit hospitals with community health benefits.

Hospital-At-Home for Observation Level Patients.—The Com-
mittee recognizes the importance of telehealth and further exam-
ining the early promise of the Hospital-at-Home program. The
Committee supports efforts by CMS to pilot a portion of the pro-
gram that targets observation level patients and build from the
current Hospital-at-Home model with appropriate program integ-
rity and clinical safeguards. The new model could follow all the
current Hospital-at-Home treatment and reporting guidelines, in-
cluding using an accepted patient leveling process to ensure that
only patients requiring an observation level of care are treated.
This effort should not incur any additional costs to the program,
but simply allow hospitals to provide care at home for those pa-
tients that would be classified under observation status.

Hospitals in the U.S. Virgin Islands.—The Committee notes that
Medicare payments for hospitals in the U.S. Virgin Islands are cal-
culated using out-of-date payment data and formulas under the
Tax Equity and Fiscal Responsibility Act of 1982. The two hospitals
in the U.g., Virgin Islands are reimbursed based on 1982 and 1996
costs. As a result, hospitals do not receive sufficient payment and
patients must travel outside the territory for necessary services, in-
cluding total joint replacements and chemotherapy, often at great
expense and personal hardship. '

Low-Density Lipoprotein Cholesterol (LDL-C) Management Tech-
nigues.—The Committee notes the ongoing burden of cardio-
vascular disease, which is responsible for one-in-three deaths in the
United States each year and is on a trajectory to cost the economy
moré than $1 trillion annually by 2035. The Committee notes the
importance of monitoring patients’ low-density lipoprotein choles-
terol levels and achieving LDL-C target levels as established by
leading medical and population health research. Therefore, the
Committee requests an update in the fiscal year 2025 congressional
justification that includes an assessment of the prevalence of effec-
tive LDL-C management techniques in current clinical settings.

Medicaid and Children’s Health Insurance Program Territory
Transparency and Information.—The Committee notes that CMS
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provides updated, specified information related to Federal expendi-
tures under Medicaid and the Children’s Health Inmsurance Pro-
gram (CHIP) for each State and the District of Columbia. This in-
formation, however, is lacking for the territories—the Northern
Mariana Islands, Puerto Rico, the U.S. Virgin Islands, Guam, and
American Samoa. In the fiscal year 2025 congressional justifica-
tion, the Secretary is directed to report to the Committees its plan
to publish on its website, and periodically update, information on
Federal expenditures under Medicaid and CHIP for each of the
U.S. territories. The Secretary, in consultation with each of the ter-
ritory governors, shall include specific information for each terri-
tory including program eligibility income levels; the number of indi-
viduals enrolled in Medicaid and CHIP; any State plan amend-
ments in effect to carry out Medicaid or CHIP; any waiver of the
requirements of title XIX or title XXI issued by the Seeretary to
carry out Medicaid or CHIP; including a waiver under section 1115
of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1315), any application for such
a waiver, and any documentation related to such application; the
amount of the Federal and non-Federal share of expenditures
under Medicaid and CHIP; the systems in place for the furnishing
of health care items and services under Medicaid and CHIP; the
design of CHIP in such territory; and other information regarding
the carrying out of Medicaid and CHIP in the territories that is
published on such Internet site with respect to carrying out Med-
icaid and CHIP in each State and the District of Columbia.

Medicaid Eligibility Determinations.—The Committee recognizes
that, as a result of the end of the COVID public health emergency,
States must now redetermine Medicaid beneficiaries’ eligibility for
benefits. In addition, the Committee notes that significant progress
has been made in technology and the use of diverse intra-state
data sets to determine eligibility for Medicaid and support inte-
grated eligibility systems across multiple public benefit programs.
The Committee urges the Secretary to make publicly available for
State Medicaid agencies guidance for IT solutions to determine
Medicaid eligibility and enrollment more accurately and efficiently.
The Committee requests an update on this effort in the fiscal year
2025 congressional justification.

Medicaid Dental Audits.—The Committee has previously raised
concerns that failure to use professional guidelines or establish
State Medicaid manual parameters in the auditing process can re-
sult in inaccurate Medicaid dental audits, negatively impacting
dentist participation in the program and impeding patient access
to care. While State Medicaid Agencies (SMAs) have significant re-
sponsibility in managing provider audits, CMS also has responsi-
bility in oversight of the Medicaid program. Therefore, it is appro-
priate for CMS to issue guidance to SMAs concerning best practices
in dental audits and offer training in such practices. The Com-
mittee again strongly urges CMS to develop such guidance for
Medicaid Institutions for Mental Disease (IMD).—The Committee
notes the importance of removing arbitrary and discriminatory lim-
its to critical health care in the United States. Medicaid-eligible in-
dividuals with mental health issues should have their treatment
covered just like individuals with any other medical condition. The
Committee directs the Administrator of the Centers for Medicare &
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Medicaid Services to issue a report within 180 days examining how
repealing Medicaid’s IMD exclusion ecould improve access to and
quality of mental health services in our health care system. An em-
phasis should be placed on how repealing the IMD exclusion would
impact mental health services for nonelderly, Medicaid-eligible
adults, especially those between the ages of 21 and 64. The report
would also provide an updated cost estimate of repealing the exclu-
sion, guidance to States and the Federal government on accommo-
dating the expanded service, and a description of the methodology
and results of the analysis as well as a summary of the data. The
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services shall continue to update
the committees of jurisdiction regarding the timeline and process
for analyzing data and for publishing the report publicly.

Molecular  Diagnostics for  Cancer  Patients.—Molecular
diagnostics are critical for cancer patients, especially those with
cancers for which treatment is not straightforward or no standard
protocol exists. Molecular diagnostics can determine the form of
cancer and the molecular drivers of each individual patient’s can-
cer. The Committee commends CMS for making this technology
available for breast and ovarian cancer patients at the time of diag-
nosis and other cancers when they reoccur and encourages CMS to
provide an update on its coverage policies for molecular diagnostics
for all cancers at time of diagnosis in the fizcal year 2025 congres-
sional justification.

Nauvigator Program.—The Committee provides no funding for the
Navigator program. The Committee notes with concern that the
use of exchange user fees to fund this program increases patient
costs through higher health insurance premiums and higher pre-
mium tax credit subsidies. The Committee does not believe higher
health insurance premiums should fund the failed Navigator pro-
gram and directs the Administration to provide a comprehensive
annual report on the number of beneficiaries enrolled by Naviga-
tors to the committees of jurisdiction.

No Surprises Act Adminisirative Fees.—The Committee is con-
cerned about the CMS No Surprises Act independent dispute reso-
lution (IDR) process., The Committee strongly encourages CMS to
improve the IDR process by reducing the excessive fee required of
providers to access the IDR process and by issuing guidance that
directs IDR entities to consider more expansive batching of claims.

No Surprises Act Audits.—CMS shall expeditiously conduct ran-
dom audits of insurers’ qualifying payment amount (QPA) calcula-
tions as mandated by the No Surprises Act (NSA) and report to the
committees of jurisdiction the results of the audit, CMS shall also
provide the committees of jurisdiction a report regarding the num-
ber of audits conducted as a result of complaints received about in-
gurers’ failure to comply with NSA QPA requirements.

Nursing Home Medical Directors.—Nursing home medical direc-
tors are responsible for coordination and oversight of the overall
clinical care in the facility. The Committee is concerned that this
position remains underutilized and invisible to most patients, fami-
lies, and others in the healthcare field. The Committee encourages
CMS and the Secretary to identify better ways to publicly disclose
nursing facility medical directors through mechanisms like Care
Compare or on data.cms.gov. Such efforts would align with the re-
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cent HHS proposed rule to increase the data transparency related
to nursing homes.

Obesity.—The Committee has repeatedly encouraged CMS to
work to ensure beneficiary access to care to treatments for obesity
if determined as clinically appropriate by the patient’s physician
and consistent with statutory and regulatory authority. The Com-
mittee has also encouraged CMS to reconsider its national coverage
determination for intensive behavioral therapy for obesity consid-
ering the evidence base in favor of intensive behavioral therapy.
The Committee encourages CMS to consider policies that allow pa-
tients to benefit from the full continuum of care for obesity and co-
morbid chronic conditions, including anti-obesity medications when
appropriate.

Organ Procurement Organization Final Rule Guidance.—The
Committee is aware that on November 20, 2020, CMS issued a
final rule (CMS-3380-F) that updates the Organ Procurement Or-
ganization (OPO) Conditions for Coverage that OPOs must meet to
receive Medicare and Medicaid payment. The rule establishes a re-
certification process, which is likely to result in changes to the cur-
rent structure of the nation’s OPOs. OQutstanding issues remain on
the decertification of OPOs, mergers of OPOs, and steps that can
be taken to ensure national coverage is maintained at a com-
parable level. The Committee urges CgMS to prioritize this issue in
their regulatory agenda and provide proactive comprehensive guid-
ance within 60 days of enactment ofp this Act regarding the rule’s
implementation to the transplant community.

harmacists and Patient Care Services.—The Committee is
aware that certain Medicare Part B services and care frameworks
have provisions to include pharmacists and their patient care serv-
ices, However, CMS has few mechanisms to identify and evaluate
the contributions of pharmacists to patient care, The Committee
encourages CMS to provide greater visibility into the scope of the
Medicare services currently provided by pharmacists.

Plan Innovation.—The Committee recognizes rising health care
costs and narrow networks in some exchange marketplaces can
prevent consumers from seeking the most appropriate care. The
Committee believes CMS does not have the authority to ban health
insurance plans that are not in compliance with the Patient Protec-
tion and Affordable Care Act and strongly urges CMS to work with
States who want to allow more innovative plan options, including
those who follow statutory coverage requirements, hut do not dif-
ferentiate benefits based on whether the issuer has a contractual
agreement with the provider that furnishes covered services. CMS
should include an update on this effort in the fiscal year 2025 con-
gressional justification.

Preserving Access to Flexible Health Insurance Options.—The
Committee strongly supports efforts to expand access to affordable
and flexible insurance options. The Committee urges the Adminis-
tration against future rulemaking that would limit options and
flexibility for health insurance offerings, including Affordable Care
Act plans.

Programs of All-Inclusive Care for the Elderly.—The Committee
notes before the COVID pandemic, during the COVID Public
Health Emergency, and after, the Programs of All Inclusive Care
for the Elderly (PACE) enabled medically complex, nursing home
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eligible population to stay safe at home. Given the increasing de-
mand for home and community-based services by older adults and
those living with disabilities, the Committee encourages the Sec-
retary to consider an implementation plan for PACE specific model
tests that examine methods of increasing access and affordability
for Medicare beneficiaries, Medicaid beneficiaries, and dually eligi-
ble individuals.

Provider Discrimination.—The Committee is aware that the Sec-
retaries of the Departments of Health and Human Services and
Labor were directed to promulgate interagency rulemaking imple-
menting protections against provider diserimination by January 1,
2022, pursuant to the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021 (PL
116-260). The Committee requests the Secretaries to meet Con-
gressional deadlines for all statutory rulemaking.

Radiation Oncology.—The Committee remains interested in ef-
forts to reform the delivery and payment of certain types of radi-
ation therapy and how those policies will affect oncology innovation
and patient outcomes. The Committee continues to encourage CMS
to work closely with all affected stakeholders to develop reforms
that support patient access to high quality, innovative care.

Remote Monitoring Devices for Pregnant Women.—The Com-
mittee is concerned with the rising rates of maternal morbidity and
mortality, which disproportionately impact the Medicaid popu-
lation. Many indicators of potential pregnancy-related complica-
tions can be monitored remotely through devices that check for
irregularities in blood glucose, oxygen saturation, and weight. The
Committee supports efforts by CMS to expand coverage rec-
ommendations and resources to States on coverage of remote phys-
iologic devices and related services under Medicaid for pregnant
and postpartum women. The Committee requests an update on this
effort in the fiscal year 2025 congressional justification.

Robotic Stereotactic Radiosurgery.—The Committee remains con-
cerned that payment rates for robotic stereotactic radiosur%ery and
robotic stereotactic body radiation therapy may ultimately affect
patient access to this important treatment option for many types
of cancer in both the hospital and freestanding center setting. The
Committee notes CMS' statement in the calendar year 2023 Medi-
care Physician Fee Schedule Final Rule that the agency intends to
review coding and payment policies for radiation therapy services,
including possible adoption of revised Current Procedural Termi-
nology codes established in calendar year 2015. If CMS pursues
any changes to radiation therapy coding and payment policies, the
Committee urges the agency to consider the a%‘ects that these poli-
cies may have on patient access to these services as well as pro-
vider consolidation and the potential inappropriate migration of
services to more expensive hospital settings.

Sole Community Hospituls.—The Committee appreciates that
CMS, during the COVID public health emergency (PHE), waived
distance and market share requirements to ensure Sole Commu-
nity Hospitals were able to focus on maintaining access to needed
health care services for Medicare beneficiaries. As the PHE has
ended, the Committee strongly urges CMS to utilize its existing
regulatory flexibilities to ensure hospitals that may have fallen out
of compliance with Sole Community Hospital requirements for ei-
ther distance or market share requirements during the PHE be af-
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forded a reasonable transition period, The Committee directs CMS
to provide a report within 60 days of enactment of this Act on this
opic.

Whole Child Health.—The Committee is aware that social drivers
of health influence health outcomes, particularly for children and
youth. The Committee commends CMS for establishing the Inte-
grated Care for Kids Model. To build State capacity to address
stressors impacting youth mental health through sustainable pay-
ment and delivery models, the Committee encourages CMS to con-
sider approaches to designing a whole child health demonstration
program centered in primary care. Such program would address
the mental, developmental, and social factors impacting children
served by Medicaid and CHIP through pediatric value-based care
models and locally driven strategies to align financial incentives
and resources across Medicaid and other programs. The Committee
requests that CMS report back to the committees of jurisdiction
within 180 days of enactment of this Act on its plan to design the
demonstration program, including cost estimates for implementa-

ion,

Whole Genome Sequencing.—The Committee understands there
is a growing body of evidence that whole genome sequencing
(WGS), whole exome sequencing, and gene panel testing can save
lives and save money when used to diagnose infants and children
who are suspected of having a rare genetic disease, Under Project
Baby Bear, a pilot program in California’s Medicaid program, the
use of rapid WGS helped physicians identify the exact cause of rare
genetic diseases more accurately than standard genetic testing. Pa-
tients received results through rapid WGS in an average of three
days, instead of the typical four-to-six weeks with standard testing,
which also helped drive substantial reductions in hospital inten-
sive-care gpending. The Committee also understands that other
States are pursuing or considering similar initiatives. To support
these cfforts, the Committee urges CMS to develop guidance for
State health officials on best practices for incorporating WGS,
whole exome sequencing, and gene panel testing into their Med-
icaid and CHIP programs as a first-line diagnostic for infants and
children who are suspected of having rare genetic diseases in the
inpatient setting. This guidance should also include advice for
States on how to encourage and incentivize managed care organiza-
tions to cover WGS, whole exome sequencing, and gene panel test-
ing for this population, The Committee requests an update in the
fiscal year 2025 congressional justification on steps taken to de-
velop such guidance. Additionally, the Committee understands that
there are undiagnosed diseases that do not require hospital inpa-
tient care. Therefore, the Committee urges CMS to issue guidance
on the Early and Periodic Screening, Diagnostic and Treatment
Benefit on the usage of WGS, whole exome sequencing, and gene
panel testing,

State Survey and Certification

The Committee provides $397,334,000 for State Survey and Cer-
tification activities, which is the same as the fiscal year 2023 en-
acted level and $168,526,000 below the fiscal year 2024 budget re-
quest. This program supports certifications of Medicare and Med-
icaid certified health care facilities to ensure that beneficiaries re-
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ceive care at facilities that meet health, safety, and quality stand-
ards as required by CMS.

Federal Administration

The Committee provides $672,533,000 for Federal Administration
activities related to the Medicare and Medicaid programs, which is
$100,000,000 below the fiscal year 2023 enacted level and
$181,494,000 below the fiscal year 2024 budget request. Federal
Administration funding supports CMS staff, along with operating
and administrative expenses for information technology, commu-
nication, utilities, rent and space requirements, as well as adminis-
trative contracts.

Health Insurance Exchange Transparency.—The Committee con-
tinues to include bill language requiring CMS to provide cost infor-
mation for the following categories: Federal Payroll and Other Ad-
ministrative Costs; Exchange related Information Technology (IT;
Non IT Program Costs, including Health Plan Bid Review, Manage-
ment and Oversight; Payment and Financial Management; Eligi-
bility and Enrollment; Consumer Information and Outreach, in-
cluding the Call Center, Navigator Grants, and Consumer Edu-
cation and Outreach; Exchange Quality Review; Small Business
Health Options Program and Employer Activities; and Other Mar-
ketplace Activities. Cost information should be provided for each
fiscal year since the enactment of the Patient Protection and Af-
fordable Care Act (Public Law 111-148). CMS is also required to
include the estimated costs for fiscal year 2024.

Quality Improvement Organizations.—The Committee does not
include the Administration’s request to remove language regarding
how quality improvement organizations are funded.

HEALTH CARE FRAUD AND ABUSE CONTROL ACCOUNT

Appropriation, fiscal year 2023 $893,000,000
Budget request, fiscal year 2024 937,000,000
Committee Recommendation .... 915,000,000

Change from enacted level ... +22,000,000

Change from budget request ..........ccocevviivrennee —22,000,000

The Health Care Fraud and Abuse Control Account (HCFAC)
funds support activities conducted by CMS, the HHS Office of In-
spector General, and the Department of Justice (DOJ). This appro-

riation includes a base amount of $311,000,000 and an additional
2604,00{],000 through a discretionary budget cap adjustment pro-
vided to meet the terms of legislation establishing fiscal year 2024
budget enforcement in the House of Representatives.

This funding is in addition to other mandatory funding provided
through authorizing legislation. The funding will provide resources
to continue efforts for Medicaid program integrity activities, for
safeguarding the Medicare prescription drug benefit and the Medi-
care Advantage program, and for program integrity efforts related
to these programs carried out by the DOJ.

Senior Medicare Patrol.—The Committee includes $7,000,000 for
the Senior Medicare Patrol program from funds provided in this
Act, However, the Committee includes modified bill language to en-
able the Secretary to provide a total of $35,000,000 for the Senior
Medicare Patrol program, which is administered by the Adminis-
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tration for Community Living, from either discretionary or manda-
tory funds provided to this account.

ADMINISTRATION FOR CHILDREN AND FAMILIES

PAYMENTS TO STATES FOR CHILD SUPPORT ENFORCEMENT AND
FAMILY SUPPORT PROGRAMS

Appropriation, fiscal year 2023 .. .ovcneonmmnmnimmsmnneans $2,888,000,000
Budget request, fiscal year 2024 ..... 3,309,000,000
Committee Recommendation ........... 3,309,000,000
Change from enacted level ....... +426,000,000
Change from budget request

The Committee also provides $1,400,000,000 in advance funding,
as requested, for the grst quarter of fiscal year 2025 to ensure
timely payments for Child Support Enforcement programs, These
formula and incentive grants to States foster parental responsi-
bility and promote family independence, self-sufficiency, and child
well-being through services such as locating noncustodial parents,
establishing and enforcing support orders, and collecting and dis-
bursing child support payments.

LOW INCOME HOME ENERGY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

Appropriation, fiscal year 2028 ........cieimiminsi s $5,100,000,000
Budget request, fiscal year 2024 : 4,211,000,000
Committee Recommendation 4,111,000,000
Change from enacted leve! . T oA LT AR A LR — 989,000,000
Change from budget requeat .................. Bl ATt o o N s —100,000,000

The Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Prog‘ram rovides for-
mula grants to States to support eligible families and households
through programs providing assistance with energy costs.

REFUGEE AND ENTRANT ASSISTANCE

Appropriation, fiscal year 2023 .......... bk kAt s e A $6,427,214,000
Budget request, fiscal year 2024 .... 7,258,755,000
Committee Recommendation .......... 2.756,956,000
Change from enacted level ...... 3,670,258,000
Change from budget request ............ e —4,501,799,000

The Office of Refugee Resettlement ( ORR] programs are designed
to help refugees, asylees, Cuban and Haitian entrants, and traf-
ficking vietims become employed and self-sufficient. These pro-
grams also provide for the care of unaccompanied alien children in
Federal custody and survivors of torture.

The Committee continues to direct ORR to provide monthly up-
dates of arrivals each month by category, including refugees,
asylees, Cuban and Haitian entrants, Special Immigrant Visas, and
unaccompanied alien children.

Within the total, the Commlttee mcludes the following:

Audget Activity Ll
Transitional and Medical Services $300,000,000
Victims of Trafficking a 30,755,000
Refuges Support Services A R R AT 157,201,000
Unaccompanied Alien CRITARBN ... mssssmmmassenisenssiimis 2.,250,000,000

Survivors of Torture 19,000,000
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Transitional and Medical Services

Consistent with the Refugee Education and Assistance Act of
1980, the Transitional and Medical Services program funds reim-
bursements and competitive grants to States and nonprofit organi-
zations to provide gees and other eligible populations with cash
and medical assistance.

Victims of Trafficking

The Victims of Trafficking program funds competitive grants and
contracts for services to foreign victims of trafficking and potential
victims in the United States. Within the total, the Committee in-
cludes not less than $5,000,000 for the National Human Trafficking
Hotline, the same as the fiscal year 2023 enacted level.

Mandatory Reporting.—The Committee directs HHS to ensure
the Nation;ly Human Trafficking Hotline is complying with all Fed-
eral, State, and local laws, regulations, or policies, that require
mandatory reporting to law enforcement for investigations into pos-
sible human trafficking. The Committee requests an update on this
effort in the fiscal year 2025 congressional justification.

Refugee Support Services

Consistent with the Refugee Education and Assistance Act of
1980, the Refugee Support Services program provides formula and
competitive grants to States and nonprofit organizations to provide
services to refugees and other eligible populations.

Refugee School Impact Program.—In the fiscal year 2025 con-
gressional justification, the aﬁency is directed to include the
amount provided by State for school impact grants.

Unaccompanied Alien Children (UAC)

The Unaccompanied Alien Children Pro&;ram supports the care
and placement of unaccompanied alien children under the age of 18
apprehended by the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) at
the Southwest border while attempting to enter the United States
illegally. The Committee is concerned this program under the
Biden Administration has served as a catalyst for illegal immigra-
tion and child labor exploitation. Costs to serve this population
have skyrocketed in recent years and remain on a trajectory that
is unsustainable. Numerous legislative proposals have been offered
to address this unacceptable humanitarian situation. The Com-
mittee proposes reduced funding consistent with the historical
needs of the account. To address the crisis at the southern border
gle Administration should work with Congress on legislative solu-
ons.

Fraudulent Sponsors.—The Committee directs HHS to submit a
report not later than 90 days following the enactment of this Act
that details the number of fraudulent sponsors that ORR has iden-
tified in the reunification process since the beginning of fiscal year
2021, and subsequently, what actions ORR has taken to ensure
that no UACs were released or will be released to such a sponsor.

Identification Services.—ORR is responsible for supporting the
safe placement of a growing number of unaccompanied alien mi-
nors entering the United States. Intelligent biometric-based identi-
fication services, open-source intelligence, and software platforms
play a key role in identifying potential sponsors and ensuring the
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safe placement of children. ORR should prioritize the approval and
procurement of databases of biometric data that would expedite the
validation of the identity of sponsors through image recognition.
The Committee requests an update on this cffort in the fiscal year
2025 congressional justification.

Locality Reporting.—The Committee directs ORR to notify state
child welfare agencies within 24 hours of any transfer of 5 or more
unaccompanied alien children into a State for placement in a facil-
ity or care of a sponsor. In addition, ORR shall maintain a public
website updated monthly displaying by county the placement of 5
or more children in any care facility or with a sponsor.

Notification.—The Committee directs ORR to continue to report
the death of any unaccompanied alien child, or death of any child
born to an unaccompanied alien child, in its custody within 24
fl:lcn;:t]'ls3 including relevant details regarding the circumstances of the
atality.

ORE Employee Vetting.—The Committee notes with concern that
the HHS OIG found in a May 2023 report (“The Office of Refugee
Resettlement Needs To Improve Its Practices for Background
Checks During Influxes,” May 2023-A-06-21-07003) that for some
employees, ORR's influx care facilities and emergency intake sites
did not conduct or document all required background checks for
some employees or did not conduct the checks in a timely manner.
In addition, ORR did not require the transportation services con-
tractor to conduct background checks on employees as required by
ORR minimum standards. The Committee directs HHS to brief the
Committees not later than 90 days after enactment of this Act on
the corrective actions taken by ORR in response to these findings.

Referrals.—The Committee directs ORR to submit a report not
later than 90 days after the enactment of this Act, and each quar-
ter thereafter, that includes the number of referrals ORR made to
the Department of Homeland Security’s Homeland Security Inves-
tigations Division and the Center for Countering Human Traf-
ficking for further investigation.

Report on UACs.—The Committee notes that ORR has often
failed to ensure the safety of the UACs under its care and directs
ORR to report to the Committees within 90 days of enactment of
this Act on the number of UACs that remain in HHS care due to
not having a viable sponsor, the number of UACs that HHS has
released to sponsors within the United States since the start of fis-
cal year 2021, and of those, the number that HHS has been unable
to contact, the number and percentage of UACs who were released
to an immediate relative who previously served as the UACs pri-
mary caregiver, the number and percentage of UACUs who were re-
leased to an immediate relative who did not previously serve as the
UACs primary caregiver, and the number and percentage of UACs
who were released to distant or non-relative sponsors. HHS should
also report to the Committees on the methods that ORR has used
to follow-up with UACs after they are released to sponsors, includ-
ing the number and method of follow-up attempts, and the Depart-
ment’s plan to locate and contact the UACs that remain unac-
counted for as of the date of enactment of this Act.

Report on Repatriation of Unaccompanied Alien Children.—With-
in 30 days of enactment of this Act, ORR is directed to submit to
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the committees of &urisdiction and make available online the report
uired under 8 U.8.C. 1232(a)(5)C).

regpend Plan.—The Committee continues to direct the Secretary of

HHS to submit a comprehensive spend plan to the Committee

every 90 days.

Sponsor Vetting.—The Committee notes with concern the re-
moval of safeguards for sponsor suitability contained in Field Guid-
ance (FG) #10, Expedited Release for Eligible Category 1 Cases,
and FG #15, Release for Eligible Non-Sibling, Closely Related Chil-
dren to a Category 1 or Category 2A Sponsor, issued in March and
May 2021, respectively. The Committee also notes concern with the
newly instituted Trusted Adult Relative Program being piloted in
Texas, where Federal social workers are vetting and reuniting mi-
nors with the adult they were apprehended with, on the spot at the
border. As a result of these policy changes, the Committee is aware
that HHS has been unable to contact over 80,0000 children for a
post-release safety and well-being check, while reports of child
labor and trafficking in the U.S. are on the rise. The Committee
encourages ORR to conduct a quarterly follow-up call with each
UAC who is released to a sponsor.

Trusted Adult Relative Program (TARP).—The Committee directs
HIS to submit a report to the Committees no later than 90 days
following enactment of this Act that includes the following informa-
tion: the number of sponsors who have been vetted and subsequent
UACs released under TARP as of the enactment of this Act; the
category of these sponsors; the number of these sponsors that ORR
has been unable to contact for the well-being check broken down
by sponsor category/sub-category; the cost of operating this pro-
gram compared to the traditional program; and any plans the agen-
cy has to expand the program.

Website Maintenance—The Committee notes several websites
hosted by HHS and ORR are not regularly updated. The Com-
mittee directs HHS and ORR to update as appropriate all websites
containing information related to this program no later than 30
days after the enactment of this Act.

Survivors of Torture

The program funds competitive grants to non-profit organizations
providing services to refugees, asylees, and asylum scekers to ad-
dress the effects of torture.

PAYMENTS TO STATES FOR THE CHILD CARE AND DEVELOPMENT
BLOCK GRANT

Apprapriation, fiseal year 2028 ... $8,021,387,000
Budget request, fiscal year 2024 .. 9,000,000,000
Committee Recommendation ........ 8,021,387,000
Change from enacted level ..., -
Change from budget reguest . 2 978,613,000

The childcare and development block grant provides formula
grants to States, territories, and Tribes to provide financial assist-
ance to help low-income working families and families engaged in
training or education activities pay for childcare.

State Laws.—The Committee is concerned that education re-
quirements for childcare workers and overly burdensome regula-
tions for childcare providers are driving up childcare costs for
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Americans, The Committee notes that several States have waived
higher education requirements for childcare workers and updated
State childcare licensing laws. The Committee applauds these ef-
forts and encourages the Department to provide technical assist-
ance to States on these efforts.

SOCIAL SERVICES BLOCK GRANT
Appropriation, fiscal year 2023 .......cieiiimsiinmennannes. 91,700,000,000

Budget request, fiscal year 2024 .... 1,700,000,000
Committee Recommendation ........ ARREC I e ST AN 1,700,000,000
Change from enacted level ... e

Change from budget request ... i, — ==

The Social Services Block Grants provides formula grants to
States targeted at a broad set of goals, including reducing or elimi-
nating poverty, achieving, or maintaining self-sufficiency, and pre-
venting neglect, abuse, or exploitation of children and adults.

CHILDREN AND FAMILIES SERVICES PROGRAMS

Appropriation, fiscal year 2023 ...t $14,618,437,000
Budget request, fiscal year 2024 . o 16,139,665,000
Committee Recommendation ... peseniin 13,388,077,000
Change from enacted level .... T ey e -1,230,360,000
Change from budget request ..o o vnininins S ) -2,751,588,000

The Children and Families Services programs fund activities
serving children, youth, families, the devef()pmentally disabled, Na-
tive Americans, victims of child abuse and neglect and domestic vi-
olence, and other vulnerable populations.

The Committee provides the following amounts:

Budget Activity FY 2024

Commities
Programs for Children, Youth, and Families:
Head Start $11,246,820,000
Preschool Development Grants - -——
Runaway and Homeless Youth Program 125,283,000
Prevention Grants to Reduce Abuse of RUNGWEY YOUIN e smmiritcssesesssssssssesssssisapssssssesons 21,000,000
Child Abuse State Grants 105,091,000
Child Abuse Discretionary Activitias v 30,000,000
Community Based Child Abuse Prevention 45,660,000
Child Welfare Sarvices ... 268,735,000
Child Welfare Training, R&D Projects 18,984,000
Adoption Oppartunities ... o Lt ; 51,000,000
BAODHON INCEALIVE BEANES ueyrermrectsescrreranssssamissossisistiossasmsssomsgsssapai sstsspassesses Wik . mrer i 75,000,000
Social Services Research and Demonstration ... =
TR AR A T TSI 5o s sse 484 oo 05 A S Y AT 60,500,000
Community Services:
Community Services Block Grant . ; 170,000,000
Community Economic Develnpment i 22,383,000
Rural Community Facllili e 12,000,000
Domestic Violence Hotline 20,500,000
Family Violence/Battered Women's ShERErS. ..omniiinsanc st 240,000,000
Chafes Education and Training VOUCHEIS ..o sessssssssssssssesasscesns 44,257 000
Disaster Human Services Case Management ..., 1,864,000
Program Direction .....ooesmusnsyes ) e 219,000,000
Head Start

Head Start and Early Head Start programs fund competitive
grants to promote school readiness of children under 5 from low-
income families through preschool services.
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The Committee funds Head Start at a level $750,000,000 below
the fiscal year 2023 enacted level. The Committee is concerned that
separate (GAO reports in 2010 (“Undercover Testing Finds Fraud
and Abuse at Selected Head Start Centers,” GA0-10-733T) and
2019 (“Action Needed to Enhance Program Oversight and Mitigate
Significant Fraud and Improper Payment Risks,” GAO0-19-519)
found that staff at Head Start centers incorrectly determined the
eligibility of families and encouraged families to lie about their in-
come to qualify for the program. In the report, GAO recommended
that HHS perform a fraud risk assessment for the Head Start pro-
gram, to assess the likelihood and impact of fraud risk it faces. To
date, HHS has not performed this assessment.

The Committee also notes that, as GAO wrote in 1998 testimony
to Congress (“Head Start: Research Insufficient to Assess Program
Impact”) and in a 2002 report (“Head Start and Even Head Start:
Greater Collaboration Needed on Measures of Adult Education and
Literacy,” GAO-02-348), no definitive information exists on the ef-
fectiveness of the Head Start program, yet Congress continues to
increase funding for the program year after year. HHS also found
in its own 2012 assessment of Head Start (“Third Grade Follow-up
to the Head Impact Study: Final Report”) that any benefits chil-
dren may have accrued while in Head Start dissipated quickly—all
gains in language, literacy, and math were no longer evident in ele-
mentary school. The Committee is also concerned about a recent
case of embezzlement by a Head Start provider in New York City
that had received 500 previous violations from the city’s health de-
partment before being shut down. Violations include not screening
employees for criminal records, including child abuse.

Cost-Share Waivers.—The Committee is concerned that HHS is
not tracking the number of Head Start recipients who have re-
ceived a waiver of the 20 percent cost-share. In light of the end of
the public health emergency, the Committee directs HHS to submit
a report to the Committees that includes this information not later
than 120 days after enactment of this Act.

Head Start Slots.—The Committee directs HHS to submit a re-
port not later than 90 days after enactment of this Act aggregating
the number of new Head Start slots that have been added across
the country over the past 10 fiscal years.

Tribal Colleges and Universities-Head Start Partnership Pro-
gram.—The Committee includes $8,000,000 for the Tribal Colleges
and Universities-Head Start Partnership program, the same as the
fiscal year 2023 enacted level.

Vaccine and Mask Mandates.—The Committee notes that a Fed-
eral judge in Texas has vacated the Head Start vaccine mandate
nationwide and the mandate can therefore not be enforced any-
where in the U.S. The Committee directs HHS to develop a plan
to ensure that Head Start employees who were terminated because
of the mandate are notified that the mandate has been lifted and
provided an opportunity to reapply for their previous position. The
Committee supports the Department’s decision to end the Head
Start mask mandate and discourages any return to mandatory
masking, Additionally, the: Committee directs HHS to issue a pub-
licly available report, not later than 90 days after the enactment
of this Act, that address the developmental, physiological, and aca-
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demic impacts of the mask mandate imposed on children enrolled
in Head Start.

Preschool Development Grants

The Committee does not provide any funding for these competi-
tive grants. The Committee believes this program is duplicative of
the funding provided by States and in this bill to support children
from birth to five,

Runaway and Homeless Youth Program

This program funds competitive grants to provide street out-
reach, emergency shelters, and longer-term transitional living pro-
grams to protect and provide supportive services to run away and
homeless youth.

Inter-Agency Collaboration.—The Committee recognizes that a
two-%eneration approach is needed to address child, youth, and
family homelessness. The Committee encourages the Department
to develop a plan for the Administration for Children and Families
to lead and implement efforts across the Department and with
other agencies, such as the Department of Education, to provide
holistic services to homeless children, youth, and families to break
the cycle of homelessness and support families to achieve self-suffi-
ciency, including by identifying existing resources and gaps. The
Committee directs HHS to submit a report to the Committee detail-
ing the findings of these efforts within 180 dayvs of enactment of
thig Act and to make such report available online on the agency’s
website.

Prevention Granits to Reduce Abuse of Runaway Youth

This program funds competitive grants to nonprofit agencies for
the purpose of providing street-based services to runaway, home-
less, and street youth who have been subjected to, or are at risk
of being subjected to sexual abuse, prostitution, human trafficking,
sexual exploitation, or other forms of victimization.

Child Abuse State Grants

This program provides formula grants to States to improve their
child protective service systems.

Child Abuse Discretionary Activities

This funding supports a variety of competitive grants, including
research and demonstration projects on the causes, prevention,
identification, assessment and treatment of child abuse and ne-
glect, the development and implementation of evidence-based train-
ing programs, and technical assistnce to grantees and communities
through national resource centers and the Child Welfare Informa-
tion Gateway.

The Committee does not provide any funding for the Depart-
ment’s project to address racial bias, inequity, and disparity in
child welfare.

Child Abuse Huoiline.—The Committee supports ongoing efforts to
address and support youth and families impacted by child abuse
and neglect and directs ACF to provide $2,000,000 for broad, ongo-
ing support for the existing national child abuse hotline in order
to provide resources and intervention through multiple modalities,
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including chat, text, and call, to respond to the urgent needs of
youth and concerned adults facing these challenges,

Technical Assistance.—The Committee encourages ACF to con-
tinue providing technical assistance to State lead agencies on how
they may use funds provided under this account to help local gov-
ernments and communities to develop (or maintain) websites that
provide current and regularly updated information on family,
youth, and community resources, including programs and services
provided through nonprofits; community organizations; the Federal
government; and State and local governments.

Trauma-Informed Interventions.—The Committee includes
$2,000,000 for a demonstration project related to the implementa-
tion of a new and innovative approach to serving children in foster
care, by providing trauma-informed interventional programming,
including evidence-based clinical services, foster parent training
and curriculum, volunteer support services for foster parents, posi-
tive biological and birth family engagement to enhance family re-
unification, enrichment activities for the children and trauma-in-
formed systems work. Eligible applicants should be qualified non-
profit organizations with demonstrated experience in providing
trauma-informed interventional programming for children and fam-
ilies in foster care. Applicants should also have an integrative resi-
dential foster care campus uti]jzinghindiv-idually ]icensegr foster care
homes and outpatient behavioral health services for children and
families involved in the child welfare system. Applicants should in-
clude Institutional Review Board-approved research supported by
content area and epidemiological experts. The project should report
regularly to ACF on findings, outcomes, and recommendations re-
garding sustainable funding and replicable programmatic models.

Child Welfare Services

This program funds formula grants to State dnd tribal child wel-
fare programs for research, monitoring, and special initiatives to
promote positive outcomes for children and families involved in
child welfare.

Strengthening State Indian Child Welfare Act Compliance.—The
Committee recognizes the important role state child welfare agen-
cies play in ensuring the safety of Indian children who come into
contact with the State child welfare system. For the purposes of
carrying out compliance measures as required under Title IV-B,
subpart 2, the Mary Lee Allen Promoting Safe and Stable Families
program, the Committee directs ACF to consult with the Depart-
ment of the Interior to develop guidance for State child welfare
agencies to assess their strengths and areas for improvement re-

arding their responsibilities to Indian children under the Indian

hild Welfare Act (ICWA). The Committee further directs ACF to
consult with State child welfare agencies and Indian Tribes in de-
veloping this guidance, to the extent possible, and to furnish this
guidance to State child welfare agencies within 180 days of the en-
actment of this Act and make such guidance available online on the
agency’s website. Such guidance should address factors including,
but not limited to, the timely identification of Indian children and
extended family members; timely notice to Tribes of State child
custody proceedings; foster care or adoptive placements of Indian
children; and case recordkeeping as it relates to transfers of juris-
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diction, termination of parental rights, and insufficient active ef-
forts, as defined by 1CWA.

Child Welfare Training, Research, or Demonstration Projects

This program funds competitive grants to entities that prepare
personnel for work in the child welfare field and those engaged in
research around child welfare issues.

The Committee provides no funding for the Department’s request-
for a new competitive grant program to address racial inequities in
child welfare.

Adoption Opportunities

This program funds competitive grants and contracts to public
and private organizations to remove barriers to adoption and to
provide permanent homes for children who would benefit from
adoption, particularly children with special needs.

Adoption Resources.—The Committee directs the Department to
maintain a public website of adoption resources for healthcare
workers to improve awareness. Those resources should be devel-
oped in consultation with an outside group of adoption experts, in-
cluding but not limited to representatives of organizations involved
in adoption education, maternal health experts, child welfare ex-
perts, licensed social workers, hospital case managers, and adop-
tion attorneys. The Committee provides $500,000 for this purpose.

Adoption-Sensitive Care for Hospital Staff.—The Committee pro-
vides $1,000,000 for a professional development competitive grant
program to improve access to adoption-sensitive care training for
hospital staff, Grantees should be health care-based, non-profit
education organizations focused on adoption that partner with
healthcare professionals, hospitals, and community organizations,
but not child-placing agencies or those that provide or refer abor-
tions. The Committee directs the Department to brief the Commit-
tees no later than 90 days after enactment of this Act on its plans
for carrying out this competition. In addition, the Department shall
provide notice and briefing to the Committees at least seven days
before grantees for any new competitions are announced,

Nuational Adoption Compelency Mental Health Training Initia-
tive.—The Committee urges the continuation of the National Adop-
tion Competency Mental Health Training Initiative. The Com-
mittee provides $2,000,000 to support ongoing resources for a na-
tional organization with the capacity and expertise to continuously
evaluate, update, and implement its web-based training curricu-
lums, and to provide all States, Tribes, and territories the nec-
essary technical assistance to ensure that the curriculums are ap-
propriately used by State child welfare and mental health profes-
sionals. This funding should also be used to initiate the develop-
ment of derivative trainings for courts and continuing medical edu-
cation. for medical professionals to ensure consistency across dis-
ciplines. The Committee recommends HHS continue a cooperative
agreement for the National Adoption Competency Mental Health
Training Initiative to institutionalize its curriculums as the stand-
ard for consistent training in all state child welfare agencies.

National Training and Development Curriculum.—The Com-
mittee also provides $1,000,000 for the National Training and De-
velopment Curriculum (NTDC) to provide technical assistance and
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training to ensure that private domestic adoption and inter-country
adoption agencies can access and utilize the developed NTDC re-
sources for the children and families they serve,

Support for Birth Parents.—The Committee recognizes the birth
parents who voluntarily place their children for adoption often ben-
efit from post-adoption counseling and support. The Committee
provides $2,000,000 for a demonstration program to provide sup-
port groups and counseling services to birth parents.

Social Services Research and Demonstration

The Committee does not provide any funding for this program.
The Committee notes that statutory intent of this program is to
support research, evaluation, and demonstration efforts that ad-
dress the goals of preventing and reducing dependency on govern-
ment programs. However, the funding for this program has been
directed in recent years to create new, duplicative demonstration
programs.

Native American Programs

These programs fund competitive grants to assist tribal and vil-
lage governments and Native American institutions and organiza-
tions in their efforts to support and develop stable, diversified local
economies. Tribes and non-profit organizations use funds to develop
and implement sustainable community-based social and economic
programs and services to improve the well-being of Native people.

Within the total, the Committee provides $15,000,000 for Native
American language preservation activities, including no less than
$6,000,000 for language immersion programs as authorized by sec-
tion B03C(b)(7)(A)~(C) of the Native American Programs Act, as
amended by the Esther Martinez Native American Language Pres-
ervation Act of 2006.

Commaunity Services Programs

Community Services Community Services Block Grant.—This pro-
gram provides formula grants to States to alleviate the causes and
conditions of poverty in communities,

Community Economic Development.—Community Economic De-
velopment is a competitive grant program which funds Community
Development Corporations seeking to address the economic needs
of low-income individuals and families through the creation of sus-
tainable business development and employment opportunities.

Rural Commaunity Facilities Development.—Rural Community
Development is a competitive grant program that works with re-
gional and tribal organizations to manage safe water systems in
rural eommunities.

Domestic Violence Hotline

The Hotline provides 24-hour, toll-free and confidential services
immediately connecting callers to local service providers.

Religious Communities.—The Committee recognizes the unigue
challenges experienced by individuals in reli{gious communities, es-
pecially populations underserved because of religion, in accessing
appropriate domestic violence services and supports. The Com-
mittee m;&pnrts the work that Family Violence Prevention and
Services Act Resource Centers are doing to improve outreach to
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faith-based communities and includes $250,000 for the Domestic
Violence Hotline to evaluate and expand its list of resources for
contacts from religious communities. The Committees also directs
HHS to provide an update to the Committees on the hotline’s work
in this area within 180 days of enactment of this Act.

Family Violence Prevention and Battered Women’s Shelters

The Family Violence Prevention and Services Act programs pro-
vide funding to support the prevention of incidents of family vio-
lence, domestic violence, and dating violence, and provide the im-
mediate shelter and supportive services for adult and youth victims
(and their dependents).

Chaffee Education and Training Vouchers

This program funds formula grants to States to provide vouchers
to youth who are, or were formerly, in foster care for expenses re-
lated to post-secondary education assistance, and vocational train-
ing.

Disaster Human Services Case Management

This funding supports work at the Department addressing
human service preparation for, response to, and recovery from, nat-
ural disasters.

Program Direction

This funding supports Federal administrative costs associated
with administering ACF’s programs.

Putative Father Regisiry.—The Committee recognizes that most
States have established registries to protect the rights of possible
fathers and to ensure a smooth process for adoptive families. None-
theless, State registries are limited in their capacity to inform a
man of legal proceedings related to the child pending in a State
other than the one in which he registered. For that reason, the
Committee directs HHS to report to the Committees, within 180
days of enactment of this Act, recommendations to leverage exist-
ing resources at HHS to link putative father registries among the
States to facilitate the seamless exchange of information. The re-
port should include a cost estimate for forming a national registry
and identify technical resources as well as legal hurdles for imple-
mentation of a national registry.

PROMOTING SAFE AND STABLE FAMILIES

Apprapriation, fiscal year 2023 .......cociiiiiiin $431,515,000
Budget request, fiscal year 2024 ... 451,000,000
Committee Recommendation ... eieeoammsesoiee. 431,615,000
Change from enacted 1evel ... s -
Change from budget request ........ccoeevciiiciiieeneesiine e - 19,485,000

The Committee provides $345,000,000 in mandatory funds and
$86,515,000 in discretionary funds for the Promoting Safe and Sta-
ble Families program, This program enables each State to operate
a coordinated program of family preservation services, community-
based family support services, time-limited rcunification services,
and adoption promotion and support services.
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PAYMENTS FOR FOSTER CARE AND PERMANENCY

Appropriation, fiscal year 2023 . ... $7,606,000,000
Budget request, fiscal year 2024 ., 8,594,000,000
Committee Recommendation ........ 8,594,000,000
Change from enacted 18Vel .......ccvmmiiiiemneriesiesssessemmaas +988,000,000
Change from budget request ... -

The Committee also provides an advance appropriation of
$3,400,000,000 for the first quarter of fiscal year 2025 to ensure
timely completion of first-quarter grant awards.

Within the total, the Committee provides $6,615,000,000 for the
Foster Care program, which is a $425,000,000 increase from the
fiscal year 2023 enacted level. This mandatory program provides
funds to States for foster care maintenance payments for children
living in foster care. These funds also reimburse States for admin-
istrative costs to manage the program and training for staff and
parents.

Within the total, the Committee provides $4,706,000,000 for
Adoption Assistance, which is a $578,000,000 increase from the fis-
cal year 2023 enacted level. This mandatory program provides
funds to States to subsidize families who adopt children with spe-
cial needs, such as older children, a member of a minority or sib-
Iinﬁ1 group, or children with physical, mental, and emotional dis-
abilities. In addition, the program provides training for adoptive
parents and State administrative staff. This annually appropriated
entitlement provides alternatives to long, inapprggriate stays in
foster care by developing permanent placements with families.

Within the total, the Committee provides $330,000,000 for the
Kinship Guardianship Assistance program, which is a $15,000,000
decrease from the fiscal year 202§ enacted level. This mandatory
program provides subsidies to a relative taking legal guardianship
of a chjldp for whom being returned home, or adoption are not ap-
propriate permanency options.

Finally, within the total, the Committee provides $143,000,000
for the Independent Living program, which is the same as the fis-
cal year 2023 enacted leve%. This mandatory program assists foster
children age 16 or older make successful transitions to independ-
ence. Funds support a variety of services, including educational as-
sistance, career exploration, vocational training, job placement, life
skills training, home management, health services, substance
abuse prevention, preventive health activities, and room and board.
Each State receives funds based on the number of children on
whose behalf the State receives Federal Foster Care Payments.

ADMINISTRATION FOR COMMUNITY LIVING
AGING AND DISABILITY SERVICES PROGRAMS

Appropriation, fiscal year 2023 .........cocvvniiinninnns, $2,637,787,000

Budget request, fiscal year 2024 ... 3,027,622,000
Committee Recommendation .........coiieimsmmmisernismmein 2,474,143,000
Change from enacted 1evel ... — 63,644,000

Change from budget request ... ieinerirncmomsinmns - 553,479,000
Created in 2012, the Administration for Community Living
(ACL) brings together the efforts and achievements of the Adminis-
tration on Aging, the Administration on Intellectual and Develop-
mental Disabilities, and the HHS Office on Disability to serve as



146

the Federal agency responsible for increasing access to community
supports, while focusing attention and resources on the unique
F?e‘ig of older Americans and people with disabilities across the
ifespan.

The Committee continues to fund the Senior Medicare Patrol
Program through the Health Care Fraud and Abuse Control Ac-
count.

Home and Community-Based Supportive Services

The Committee provides $410,000,000 for Home and Community-
Based Supportive Services, which is equal to the fiscal year 2023
enacted level. This program provides formula grants to States and
territories to fund a wide range of social services that enable sen-
iors to remain independent in their homes for as long as possible.

Preventive Health Services

The Committee provides $26,339,000 for Preventive Health Serv-
ices, which is equal to fiscal year 2023 enacted level. This program
funds formula grants to States to help seniors remain heaﬁhy and
avoid chronic diseases, Funding supports a variety of healthy aging
programs aimed to reduce disease and prevent injuries, including
evidence-based programs to address the risk of falls, chronic dis-
eases, mental health, and medication management.

Protection of Vulnerable Older Americans

The Committee provides $26,658,000 for activities to protect vul-
nerable older Americans, which is equal to the fiscal year 2023 en-
acted level. These programs provide formula grants to States for
protection of vulnerab%: older Americans through the Long-Term
Care Ombudsman and Prevention of Elder Abuse and Neglect pro-

ams, Within the recommendation, the Committee provides

21,885,000 to the Long-Term Care Ombudsman program.

Family Caregivers

The Committee provides 205,000,000 for the National Caregiver
Sup{mrt program, which is equal to the fiscal year 2023 enacted
level. This program offers a range of support services to family
caregivers, including assistance in accessing services such as res-
pite care, counseling, support groups, and caregiver training.

Native American Caregivers Support

The Committee provides $12,000,000 for the Native American
Caregivers Support program, which 1s equal to the fiscal year 2023
enacted level. This program provides formula grants to Tribes for
the supfport of American Indian, Alaskan Native, and Native Ha-
wl';iilian amilies caring for older relatives with chronic illness or dis-
abilities.

Congregate and Home-Delivered Meals

The Committee provides a total of $1,066,753,000 for senior nu-
trition, which is equal to the fiscal year 2023 enacted level. The
recommendation includes; $540,342,000 for Congregate Nutrition
Services: $366,342,000 for Home-Delivered Meal Services; and
$160,069,000 for the Nutrition Services Incentives program. These
programs provide older Americans with meals and related services
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in a variety of settings (including congregate facilities such as sen-
ior centers) and via home-delivery to older adults who are home-
bound due to illness, disability, or geographic isolation.

Grants for Native Americans

The Committee provides $38,264,000 for Native American Nutri-
tion and Supportive Services, which is equal to the fiscal year 2023
enacted level. This program provides formula grants to Tribes to
promote the delivery of nutrition and home and community-based
supportive services to Native American, Alaskan Native, and Na-
tive Hawaiian elders.

Aging Network Support Activities

The Committee provides $30,461,000 for Aging Network Support
Activities, which is equal to the fiscal year 2023 enacted level. This
program supports activities that expand public understanding of
aging and the aging process.

Care Corps.—The Committee provides $5,500,000 for the Care
Corps program, which is equal to the fiscal year 2023 enacted level.
The Committee recognizes the growing demand for services and
supports to help seniors and individuals with disabilities live inde-
pendently in their homes, and the need to support family care-
givers who facilitate that independence. In addition to existing
aging network support activities funded under section 411 of the
O%:ier Americans Xct, the Committee includes $2,000,000 for grants
to public agencies or private nonprofit agencies for the purpose of
placing volunteers in communities to assist family caregivers and/
or assist seniors and individuals with disabilities in maintaining
independence by providing non-medical care.

Direct Care Workforce Demonstration.—The Committee provides
no new funding for this demonstration. The Committee requests a
briefing within 90 days of enactment of this Act on how ACL is
using the direct care workforce funding provided in PL 117-328 for
technical assistance (TA) center activities. The Committee is inter-
ested in how demonstration projects can be used to (1) improve
care coordination for patients between settings by incorporating di-
rect care workers into care coordination teams; and (2) train direct
care workers to take on more advanced roles in caring for persons
living with chronic illnesses, including Alzheimer’s disease and de-
mentia, congestive heart failure, and diabetes. The Committee re-
quests ACL include in its briefing how these activities can be incor-
porated into the TA center.

Holocaust Survivor’s Assistance and Person-Centered, Trauma-In-
formed Care.—The Committee provides $8,500,000, which is equal
to the fiscal year 2023 enacted level, for the Holocaust Survivor's
Assistance program. This program provides supportive services for
aging Holocaust survivors living in the U.S.

Interagency Coordinating Commitiee on Healthy Aging and Age-
Friendly Communities.—While numerous Federal agencies and pro-
grams support the health and independence of older Americans,
interagency coordination is critical to ensure these programs are ef-
fective and cohesive. The Committee provides $1,000,000, which is
equal to the fiscal year 2023 enacted level, for the coordination of
programs that support healthy aging and community living across
HHS, the Department of Housing and Urban Development, the De-
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partment of Transportation, and other agencies as appropriate, and
the development of a national framework and recommendations for
all Americans to be able to age well, including strategies for falls
prevention programs and safe living environments.

Research, Demonstration, and Evaluation Center for the Aging
Network.—The Committee provides $5,000,000, which is equal to
the fiscal year 2023 enacted level, for the Research, Demonstration,
and Evaluation Center for the Aging Network, as authorized in the
Older Americans Act. Funding should be used to hire staff, and in-
vest in research, demonstration, and evaluation of falls prevention
programs. The Committee expects the Center to research best prac-
tices on falls prevention and distribute the most promising prac-
tices in the field of falls prevention to the aging network. Within
funding provided, the Committee expects the Center to offer dem-
vnstration and evaluation programs through competitive grants to
be innovative and respond to evolving evidence about what works
to prevent and reduce risk of falls and equip the Network with
funding to implement those models.

Alzheimer’s Disease Program

The Committee provides $31,500,000 for the Alzheimer's disease
program, which is equal to the fiscal year 2023 enacted level. This
program provides competitive matching grants to a limited number
of States to encourage program innovation and coordination of pub-
lic and private services for people with Alzheimer’s disease and
their families.

The Committee provides no less than $2,000,000 for the Naticonal
Alzheimer's Call Center.

Lifespan Respite Care

The Committee provides $10,000,000 for Respite Care, which is
equal to the fiscal year 2023 enacted level. The program funds com-
petitive grants to ease the burdens of caregiving by providing
grants to eligible State organizations to improve the quality of, and
access to, respite care for family caregivers.

Chronic Disease Self-Managemeni Program

The Committee provides $8,000,000 for the Chronic Disease Self-
Management program. which is equal to the fiscal year 2023 en-
acted level. This program funds competitive grants and cooperative
agreements to support evidence-based prevention models that use
state of the art techniques to help those with chronic conditions ad-
dress issues related to the management of their disease.

Elder Falls Prevention

The Committee provides $7,500,000 for the Falls Prevention pro-
gram, which is equal to the fiscal year 2023 enacted level. Falls
prevention competitive grants and cooperative agreements support
the promotion and dissemination of prevention tools delivered in
community settings.

Elder Rights Support Activilies

The Committee provides $18,874,000 for Elder Rights Support
Activities, which is a $15,000,000 decrease from the fiscal year
2023 enacted level. These programs support efforts that provide in-
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formation, training, and technical asgistance to legal and aging
services organizations working to prevent and detect elder abuse

and neglect.
The Committee provides no funding for the State Adult Protec-

tive Services formula grant program that received its first appro-
priation in the American Rescue Plan (PL 117-2).

Aging and Disability Resources

The Committee provides $8,619,000 for Aging and Disability Re-
source Centers RCs), which is equal to the fiscal year 2023 en-
acted level. These centers provide information, counseling, and ac-
cess for individuals to learn about the services and support options
available to seniors and the disabled so they may retain their inde-
pendence.

State Health Insurance Program

The Committee recommends $55,242,000 for the State Health In-
surance Assistance Program, which is equal to the fiscal year 2023
enacted level. The State Health Insurance Assistance Program
funds grants to provide Medicare beneficiaries with information,
counseling, and enrollment assistance.

Paralysis Resource Center

The Committee provides $5,700,000 for the Paralysis Resource
Center, which is a $5,000,000 decrease from the fiscal year 2023
enacted level. The Committee notes that this is a competitive grant
program that has had the same grantee since 2002.

Limb Loss Resource Center

The Committee provides $2,200,000 for the Limb Loss Resource
Center, which is a $2,000,000 decrease from the fiscal year 2023
enacted level. The Committee notes that this is a competitive grant
program that has had the same grantee.

Traumatic Brain Injury

The Committee provides $13,118,000 for the Traumatic Brain In-
jury program, which is equal to the fiscal year 2023 enacted level.
The program provides grants to States for the development of a
comprehensive, coordinated family and person-centered service sys-
tem at the State and community level for individuals who sustain
a traumatic brain injury.

Deuvelopmental Disabilities State Councils

The Committee provides $81,000,000 for State Councils on Devel-
opmental Disabilities, which is equal to the fiscal year 2023 en-
acted level, This program funds formula grants to States to Devel-
opmental Disabilities State Councils, which work to develop, im-
prove, and expand the system of services and supports for people
with developmental disaﬁi]ities. The Committee provides not less
than $700,000 for technical assistance and training for the State
Councils on Developmental Disabilities.

Developmental Disabilities Protection and Advocacy

The Committee provides $45,000,000 for Developmental Disabil-
ities Protection and Advocacy, which is equal to the fiscal year
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2023 enacted level. This formula grant program provides funding
to States to establish and maintain protection and advocacy sys-
tems to protect the legal rights of persons with developmental dis-
abilities.

The Committee notes that the Supreme Court decision in
Olmstead v. L.C. (1999) held that the Americans with Disabilities
Act (ADA) does not require removing individuals from institutional
settings when they are unable to handle or benefit from a commu-
nity-based setting and that the ADA does not reguire the imposi-
tion of community-based treatment on patients who do not desire
it. The Committee notes that actions to close intermediate care fa-
cilities for individuals with intellectual disabilities may impact
some individuals who do not meet the criteria for transfer to a com-
munity-based setting. The Committee urges HHS to ensure that
programs properly account for the needs and desires of patients,
their families, caregivers, legal representatives, and other stake-
holders as well as the need to provide proper settings for care, into
its enforcement of the Developmental Disabilities Act.

The Committee also recognizes that the Americans with Disabil-
ities Act encourages States to administer services for people with
Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities (IDDs) in the most in-
tegrated setting appropriate to the needs of qualified individuals
with IDDs. Further, the Committee understands that while center-
based work is not appropriate for every individual with a disability,
center-based adult work programs chosen by individuals with se-
vere IDDs and their families remain a viable choice that can pro-
vide dignity and purpose for a significant percentage of the IDD
population. These work and service settings have been determined
to be rewarding and appropriate by the individuals and family
members directly involved in the decision-making process, and the
Committee is concerned that some organizations receiving funding
under the Developmental Disabilities Assistance and Bill of Rights
Act have targeted these opportunities for closure. The Administra-
tion for Community Living should encourage stakeholders to co-
ordinate in order to ensure that individuals with IDDs appro-
priately suited to participate in center-based work programs are
not deprived of the opportunity to do so.

Oversight.—The Committee requests a report within 120 days of
enactment of this Act describing the policies and procedures, in-
cluding auditing and monitoring, taken by ACL to ensure compli-
ance with bill language regarding intermediate care facilities for
people with an intellectual or developmental disability.

Developmental Disabilities Voting Access for Individuals with
Disabilities

The Committee provides $10,000,000 for Voting Access for Indi-
viduals with Disabilities program, which is equal to the fiscal year
2023 enacted level. The Voting Access for Individuals with Disabil-
ities program authorized by the Help America Vote Act provides
formula grants to States to ensure full participation in the electoral
process for individuals with disabilities, including registering to
vote, accessing polling places, and casting a vote.
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Developmental Disabilities Projects of National Significance

The Committee provides $12,250,000 for Developmental Disabil-
ities Projects of National Significance, which is equal to the fiscal
year 2023 enacted level. This program funds grants and contracts
that develop new technologies and demonstrate innovative methods
to support the independence, productivity, and integration of those
living with a disability into the community.

University Centers for Excellence in Developmental Disabilities

The Committee provides $43,119,000 for University Centers for
Excellence in Developmental Disabilities, which is equal to the fis-
cal year 2023 enacted level. The University Centers for Excellence
in Developmental Disabilities Education, Research, and Service are
a nationwide network of independent but interlinked centers, fund-
ed via competitive grants, representing a national resource for ad-
dressing issues, finding solutions, and advancing research related
to the needs of individuals with developmental disabilities and
their families,

Independent Living

The Committee provides $128,183,000 for the Independent Liv-
ing program, of which $26,078,000 is for the Independent Living
State Grants program and $102,105,000 is for the Centers for Inde-
pendent Living program. These funding levels are equal to the fis-
cal year 2023 enacted levels. Independent Living programs fund
grants to maximize the leadership, empowerment, independence,
and productivity of individuals with disabilities,

National Institute on Disability, I[ndependent Living, and
Rehabilitation Research

The Committee provides $119,000,000 for the National Institute
on Disability, Independent Living, and Rehabilitation Research
(NIDILRR), which is equal to the fiscal year 2023 enacted level.
NIDILRR generates knowledge and promotes its effective use to
enhance the abilities of people with disabilities to perform activities
of their choice in the community and to expand society’s capacity
to provide full opportunities for its citizens with disabilities.

Assistive Technology

The Committee provides $40,000,000 for Assistive Technology,
which is equal to fiscal year 2023 enacted level. Assistive Tech-
nology (AT) supports programs providing formula grants to States
for addressing assistive technology needs of individuals with dis-
abilities. The goal is to increase awareness of and access to assist-
ive technology devices and services that may help with education,
employment, daily activities, and inclusion of people with disabil-
ities in their communities.

The Committee continues to provide $2,000,000 for competitive
grants to support existing and new alternative financing programs
that provide for the purchase of AT devices. The Committee directs
the agency to give priority to non-profit community-based disability
organizations with demonstrated experience with alternative fi-
nancing that operate independently from the State assistive tech-
nology programs.
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Program Administration

The Committee provides $47,063,000 for Program Administra-
tion, which is equal to the fiscal year 2023 enacted level. This fund-
ing supports Federal administrative costs associated with admin-
istering ACL's programs.

ADMINISTRATION FOR STRATEGIC PREPAREDNESS AND RESPONSE
Appropriation, fiscal year 2023 ..., $3,629,677,000

Budget request, fiscal year 2024 .. 4,271,913,000
Committee Recommendation ........ 3,620,597,000
Change from enacted level .... - 9,080,000

Change from budget request . - 651,316,000

This account supports the activities of the Administration for
Strategic Preparedness and Response (ASPR) to prevent, prepare
for, and respond to the health consequences of chemical, biological,
radiological, and nuclear threats and other public health emer-
gencies, including pandemic influenza. ASPR is responsible for co-
ordinating nationalppolicies and plans for medical and public health
preparedness and for administering a variety of public health pre-
paredness programs.

Chemica}:: Biological, Radiological, and Nuclear Threats—The
Committee notes with concern the elevated risks posed by chem-
ical, biological, radiological, and nuclear (CBRN) weapons across
the globe and provides robust funding for the Biomedical Advanced
Research and lf)evelopmelin; Authority’s core national security mis-
sion to protect Americans against these deliberate, man-made
threats. The Committee urges ASPR to prioritize the development
and stockpiling of critical CBRN vaccines, treatments, and
diagnostics to ensure there is no disruption in the availability of
these life-saving medical countermeasures (MCMs) in the Strategic
National Stockpile (SNS).

Public Health Emergency Countermeasure Ent?%nrise.—'rhe Com-
mittee recognizes the importance of the Public Health Emergency
Countermeasure Enterprise (PHEMCE) in budgeting and imple-
menting critical countermeasure strategies to protect against the
health security threats and directs ASPR to continue to partner
with PHEMCE interagency partners in the vxecution of those func-
tions. The Committee further directs ASPR, working with
PHEMCE and intelligence community partners to provide an an-
nual classified threat briefing, and provide additional briefings, as
situations arise, that may materially impact the medical counter-
measure enterprise.

The Committee iz concerned about communication between in-
dustry and government in the limited medical countermeasure
market and recognizes that public-private partnerships are essen-
tial to our nation’s preparedness and response. Therefore, in con-
currence with the November 2021 National Academies of Sciences,
Engineering, and Medicine report recommendation, the Committee
strongly urges within 180 days of enactment of this Act the cre-
ation of an industry advisory committee to the PHEMCE composed
of rotating corporate partners and industry stakeholder organiza-
tions. Following the creation of such a committee, the Committee
requests a briefing from the industry advisory committee identi-
fying industry gaps and vulnerabilities in the sustainment of mate-
rial threat determinations capabilities and capacities.
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The Committee notes that 42 U.S.C. 300hh-10 requires annual
updates to the PHEMCE multiyear budget. The Committee has not
received these updates by the date required in statute and directs
ASPR to notify the Committees 14 days in advance of any antici-
pated delay.

The Committee understands the critical role of ASPR in the larg-
er U.S. government and private sector efforts to prepare for and po-

tentially respond to CBRN threats. The Department of Defense
possesses unique capabilities that contribute to interagency efforts
to prevent, detect, and respond to outbreaks of infectious diseases
worldwide. The Committee encourages prioritizing and aligning in-
vestments in medical countermeasures among all Federal stake-
holders to ensure that effective countermeasures are developed to
meet both military and civilian needs, and to prevent potential du-
plication of efforts. The Committee encourages ASPR to leverage
private industry expertise to meet these needs. The Committee
supports utilizing the engineering and technology capabilities pro-
vided and established within private industry and recommends
ASPR increase efforts to ensure that the capabilities at these orga-
nizations are coordinated.

RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT, AND PROCUREMENT

Biomedical Advanced Research and Development Authority
(BARDA)

The Committee includes $1,100,000,000 for the Biomedical Ad-
vanced Research and Development Authority, which is
$150,000,000 above the fiscal year 2023 enacted level and
$84,868,000 above the fiscal year 2024 budget request. BARDA
supports the advanced development of vaccines, therapeutics,
diagnostics, and devices for potential serious public health threats,
including chemical, biological, radiological, and nuclear threats,
pandemic influenza, and emerging and re-emerging infectious dis-
eases. The Committee supports ASPR’s ongoing work to build and
validate advanced manufacturing processes and facilities capable of
storing, producing, and deploying essential medicines in the event
of a national health emergency.

Active Pharmaceutical Ingredients.—The Committee is concerned
with the national security risk of our increased reliance on foreign-
based sources of active pharmaceutical ingredients, their chemical
components, and offshore drug production. The Committee recog-
nizes the importance of domestic drug manufacturing and onshore
production of medicine and provided supplemental emergency fund-
ing in pandemic relief legislation to support increased U.S.-based
manufacturing capabilities. The successful work of BARDA in ad-
dressing public health vulnerabilities and securing a national
stockpile of drugs has unique potential to consider program expan-
sion to include at-risk drug ingredients. The Committee urges
BARDA to engage in public-private partnerships for U,S.-based ad-
vanced manufacturing for active pharmaceutical ingredients includ-
ing their chemical precursors for the Strategic National Stockpile.
The Committee directs BARDA to provide a report within 180 days
of enactment of this Act detailing their efforts to promote domestic
drug manufacturing, including efforts during the COVID public
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health emergency, and recommendations for Congress to support
onshore pharmaceutical production.

Antifungal Product Development.—The Committee supports the
development of products that target fungal pathogens, as listed on
CD(C’s 2019 Antibiotic Resistance Threats Report. The Committee
requests an update in the fiscal year 2025 congressional justifica-
tion on how this funding is being utilized.

Antifungal Research and Development—The Committee is con-
cerned with the incresging geographic spread and prevalence of
certain fungal diseases, such as Valley fever. The Committee in-
cludes increased funding to support BARDA’s efforts to prioritize
research and development for antifungal therapies. With additional
funding, the Committee urges BARDA to expand efforts related to
diagnostics, vaccines, and other antifungal medical counter-
measures.

Domestic Manufacturing Surge Capacity—The Committee sup-
ports BARDA’s utilization of authorities provided in the fiscal year
2023 enacted appropriation to support domestic manufacturing
surge capacity for future public health emergencies. BARDA is en-
couraged to consider opportunities to expand domestic manufac-
turing facilities with end-te-end capabilities to produce bulk drug
substance, support platform technologies for medical counter-
measures, and provide fill-finish capacity.

Cold Chain Technologies.—The Committee recognizes the limita-
tions that are presented by cold chain requirements for vaccine dis-
tribution and storage and continues to support efforts to address
these challenges in the coming years. The Committee supports
ASPR’s exploration of oppertunities for new technologies such as
dry power approaches or thin-film freeze drying that allow for vac-
cines to be physiochemically stable for an extended period without
causing degradation or reduction in immunogenicity. The Com-
mittee requests an update in the fiscal year 2025 congressional jus-
tification on such efforts.

Deoxyribonucleic Acid Svynthesis.—The Committee remains con-
cerned about the potential for State actors or terrorist organiza-
tions to modify existing pathogens using Deoxyribonucleic Acid
(DNA) synthesis technologies to create dangerous biological agents
that could be used as bioweapons. HHS in collaboration with the
Department of Homeland Security is currently required to estab-
lish and regulate the list of biological agents and toxins that have
the potential to pose a severe threat to public health and safety,
referred to as “Select Agents”. Current DNA synthesis technologies
are enabling the production of Select Agents, as well as nontradi-
tional Agents, that could pose a significant risk to national security
and may not be covered by current HHS select agent review or reg-
ulations. The Committee is concerned by the potential for commer-
cial DNA synthesis providers to manufacture and distribute syn-
thetic genetic material (directly or indirectly through providing
synthesizing instruments) that could enable the production of infec-
tious forms of agents with potential to cause serious intentional or
unintentional harm. The Committee therefore directs the Secretary
in consultation with the Secretary of the Department of Homeland
Security to brief the Committees in a classified setting on the cur-
rent threat landscape and for the Secretary of Health and Human
Services to propose an updated regulatory framework for screening
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synthetic genetic material to prevent the mistaken or malicious
production of biologieal agents.

Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza.—The Committee requests a
report within 180 days of enactment of this Act from ASPR docu-
menting interagency awareness, planning, and utilization of expir-
}Ing or near-expiring product such as for highly pathogenic avian in-

uenza.

Infectious Disease QOutbreaks with Pandemic Potential.—The
Committee encourages BARDA to engaﬁe in public-private partner-
ships to support advanced research and development of innovative
platform technologies and MCM programs focused on, but not lim-
ited to, therapeutics, vaccines, and other MCMs for emerging infec-
tious diseases, including novel pathogens and viral families with
pandemic potential. The Committee encourages ASPR to collabo-
rate with other appropriate Federal departments, agencies, and of-
fices, the l\frivate sector, and other stakeholders to identify prom-
ising MCMs and platform technologies that can be leveraged to ad-
dress a range of potential pathrﬁtfns, including virus families with
significant pandemic potential. The Committee encourages BARDA
to prioritize expeditious development of such MCMs, innovative
platform technologies, and novel multi-modal methods, and re-
quests a briefing and a publicly available report within 120 days
of enactment of this Act to provide an update on the status of
MCMs and platforms to address these threats.

Next-Generation Blood Products—The Committee remains con-
cerned regarding the vulnerability of the blood supply that has
been amplified by the frequent blood shortages resulting from the
COVID pandemic. Currently, there has been development of next
}g)eneration blood products by BARDA to respond to nuclear threats,

owever the threats posed by future pandemics that involve a hem-
orrhagic disease, lone-wolf or coordinated terrorist attack, or nat-
ural or man-made disasters should be considered a priority for
funding. The HHS Advisory Committee on Blood and Tissue Safety
and Availability report indicated that, “the continued availability of
a robust blood supply faces significant threats and challenges in
the current environment” (Adequacy of the National Blood Supply
Report to Congress, 2020). The report recommended the “imple-
mentation of new technologies to improve the safety and reliability
of the blood supply.” Thus, the Committee encourages the Sec-
retary to consider the development of freeze-dried hemostatic prod-
ucts to include a wide range of indications encompassing treatment
of hemorrhagic disease, use in general surgery, obstetrics, and
trauma. Suitable products that are in clinical frinls should be con-
sidered a priority for funding. As part of the Department’s contin-
ued work to strengthen the supply chain and industrial base, the
Committee strongly encourages the Department to consider the
manufacturing base for these products to develop adequate infra-
structure supporting a national inventory to accommodate pre-
dicted needs so that in the event of an overwhelming number of
casualties these research products could be used to fill the capacity
gap. The Committee requests an update on this effort in the fiseal
year 2024 congressional justification.

Pathogen-Reduction Technology.—~BARDA has funded approxi-
matelyogl49,000,0000 through fiscal year 2022, and American in-
dustry has co-invested more than $500,000,000, for clinical trial de-
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velopment of urgently needed nucleic acid targeted pathogen reduc-
tion technology to significantly improve red blood cell transfusion
safety for all blood products in the nation’s blood supply. Clinical
trials are ongoing in 14 States, which are in turn positioned to be
the early adopters of this new world-class blood safety technology
once it 1s approved by the FDA. The Committee urges BARDA to
continue investments in these blood technologies during fiscal year
2024 to achieve timely FDA approval for use in all fifty States, and
in particular to ensure that completion of technology development
is accomplished in parallel with the clinical trials in a manner that
results in sufficient capacity for routine blood screening operations
and pandemic preparedness. The Committee requests an update on
this effort in the fiscal year 2024 congressional justification.

Project BioShield

The Committee provides $850,000,000 for Project BioShield,
which is $30,000,000 above the fiscal year 2023 enacted level and
$20,000,000 above the fiscal year 2024 budget request. These funds
support the acquisition of promising medical countermeasures de-
veloped throngh BARDA contracts for the most serious public
health threats.

Strategic National Stockpile

The Committee provides $1,000,000,000 for the Strategic Na-
tional Stockpile, which is $35,000,000 above the fiscal year 2023
enacted leve? and $5,000,000 above the fiscal year 2024 budget re-
quest.

Diagnostics.—The Committee recognizes the critical role of
diagnostics in responding to and managing public health emer-
gencies, and that the country must be prepared for the next emer-
gency with adequate testing and related infrastructure to avoid
devastating loss of life and negative societal impacts. The Com-
mittee is concerned that the SNS may not include an adequate sup-
ply of diagnostics and therefore encourages ASPR to ensure that
the SNS includes diagnostic testing equipment and supplies suffi-
cient to enable them to respond to future emergencies.

Made in America Strategic National Stockpile—The Committee
is concerned about the nation’s limited infrastructure to produce
essential products such as medical devices, medical equipment,
pharmaceuticals, and personal protective equipment. The Com-
mittee strongly urges the Secretary to develop ?ong-term sustain-
able procurement plan that gives preference to and results in pur-
chases directly from domestic manufacturers to the maximum ex-
tent practicable.

Pandemic Influenza.—The Committee remains concerned about
the perennial threat of pandemic influenza. In addition to vaccines,
antivirals are a critica{) medical countermeasure. The Committee
strongly urges HHS to diversify and replenish its stockpile of emer-
gency influenza antivirals to ensure the nation has multiple cur-
rent treatment options in the event of an influenza pandemie.

Shelf-Life Extension Program.—The explanatory statement ac-
companying the fiscal year 2023 Consolidated Appropriations Act
expressed concern that efforts to achieve cost savings through the
Shelf-Life Extension Program (SLEP) could negatively impact dis-
tribution of, patient adherence to, and ultimately consumer con-
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fidence in certain products in the SN, particularly aged antivirals.
The Committee is still waiting for ASPR to deliver the audit of
SLEP for antivirals in the SNS as well as recommendations to safe-
guard SNS’s ability to effectively respond to future severe influenza
outbreaks and expects delivery of those materials expeditiously.
Moreover, additional MCM in the SNS, which have been procured
to support domestic readiness in the event of a biological event, are
expired or approaching expiry but are not currently included in the
SLEP. The Committee suggests that an appropriate strategy to
evaluate the potency and utility of these products in a public
health emergency be established.

System Interoperability.—The Committee recommends that the
SNS work with U.S.-based medical and pharmaceutical distributors
on developing and maintaining information technology (IT)
connectivity. The Committee recognizes that distributors need to
have and implement technology for IT interoperability so that their
systems can connect with SNS and HHS systems to participate in
potential governmental distribution efforts.

Pandemic Influenza Preparedness

The Committee includes $327,991,000, for the pandemic influ-
enza preparedness program, which is the same as the fiscal year
2023 enacted level and $47,000,000 below the fiscal year 2024
budget request. This funding supports efforts to modernize influ-
enza research and development of vaccines and preparedness test-
ing and evaluation, as well as critical domestic vaccine manufac-
turing infrastructure.

Virus Bank.—The Committee urges ASPR to work with manufac-
turers to develop a comprehensive library of working virus banks
for influenza strains of pandemic potential that can quickly be test-
ed in a variety of vaccine platforms to accelerate the development
of vaccines.

OPERATI(INS AND EMERGENCY RESPONSE

Office of Administration & Preparedness and Emergency Operations

The Committee includes $80,407,000, for activities within the As-
gistant Secretary’s Immediate Office; the Office of the Chief Oper-
ating Officer; the Office of Acquisitions Management, Contracts,
and Grants; the Office of Financial Planning and Analysis; and for
Preparedness and Emergency Operations. The Preparedness and
Emergency Operations account also funds the Office of Emergency
Management, which supports a full spectrum of emergency man-
agement responsibilities, including planning, coordination, logistics,
:flrajnjng, and responding to planned events and unplanned inei-

ents.

Nuational Disaster Medical System

The Committee provides $96,904,000, the same as the fiscal year
2023 enacted level and $33,126,000 below the fiscal year 2024
budget request, for the National Disaster Medical System (NDMS).
NDMS deploys trained medical, mortuary, and veterinarian teams
to communities impacted by public health and medical emergencies
due to natural and man-made incidents.



158

Mission Zero.—The Committee provides $4,000,000, for civilian
trauma centers to train and incorporate military trauma care pro-
viders and teams into care centers, the same as the fiscal year
2023 enacted level,

Pediatric Disaster Care.—The Committee provides $7,000,000 for
the pediatric disaster care program, the same as the fiscal year
2023 enacted level.

Hospital Preparedness Program

The Committee provides $155,055,000, for the Hospital Prepared-
ness Program (HPP) formula grants, which is $150,000,00 below
the fiscal year 2023 enacted level and $157,000,000 below the fiscal
year 2024 budget request. HPP supports a variety of programs to
strengthen the preparedness and response of the health care sector.
Due to funding constraints, the Committee reduces funding for this
program. These entities have also received supplemental funding
for COVID.

Emergency Mvdical Service Preparedness and Response.—The
Committee encourages ASPR to cl‘g.rify the extent to which Hos-
pital Preparedness program can better integrate emergency med-
ical service operations, including both governmental and non-
governmental emergency medical services, into regional health care
coalitions.

National Special Pathogen System.—The Committee provides no
dedicated funding for the National Special Pathogen System given
the continued general support for the Hospital Preparedness Pro-
gram and robust funding provided to the CDC’s National Center
for Emerging and Zoonotic Infectious Diseases.

Medical Reserve Corps

The Committee provides $6,240,000 for the Medical Reserve
Corps, which is the same as the fiscal year 2023 enacted level and
the fiscal year 2024 budget request.

Preparedness and Response Innovation

The Committee provides $4,000,000, an increase of $920,000 over
the fiscal year 2023 enacted level and $920,000 over the fiscal year
2024 budget request, for a bilateral cooperative program with the
Government of Israel for the development of health technologies.

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
GENERAL DEPARTMENTAL MANAGEMENT

Appropriation, fiscal vear 2023 ..... . e $601,972,000
Budget request, fiscal year 2024 .......... Nt it ) 332 S5 E AT AT 704,566,000
Committee Recommendation ..o 460,369,000
Change from enacted 1evel ... 141,603,000
Change from budget request .............. - 244,197,000

Of the funds provided, $58,028,000 shall be derived from evalua-
tion set-aside funds available under section 241 of the Public
Health Service Act, which is $6,800,000 less than fiscal year 2023
enacted level and $35,218,000 below the fiscal year 2024 budget re-
quest.

This appropriation supports activities that are associated with
the Secretary’s roles as policy officer and general manager of the
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Department of Health and Human Services. The Oflice of the Sec-
retary also implements administration and Congressional direc-
tives, and provides assistance, direction and coordination to the
headquarters, regions, and field organizations of the department.
In addition, this funding supports the Office of the Surgeon Gen-
eral and several other health promotion and disease prevention ac-
tivities that are centrally administered.

Administrative Offices.—The Committee provides no more than
$30,000,000 for the Assistant Secretary for Financial Resources.
The Committee provides no more than $32,000,000 for the Assist-
ant Secretary for Planning and Evaluation (ASPE). As part of its
mission, ASPE conducts research and evaluation studies; develops
policy analyses; and estimates the cost and benefits of policy alter-
natives under consideration by the Department or Congress. The
Committee notes such analysis should be conducted in a scientific
nonpartisan manner.

Advaneing Cell-Based Therapies—To support collaborative evi-
dence development, the Committee encourages the Department of
Health and Human Services—in collaboration with the Food and
Drug Administration, the Health Resources and Services Adminis-
tration, and the National Institutes of Health, to fully
operationalize an outcomes database for adult cellular therapies
that are FDA-approved or being administered under FDA Inves-
tigational New Drug or Investigational New Device Exemption pro-
tocols. The Committee also encourages the engagement of experts
and stakeholders to provide input on the development and oper-
ation of the database.

Advertising.—The Committee directs each Department and agen-
cy funded by this Act with annual advertising budgets to include
a report on expenditures related to local media advertising to in-
clude digital, television, and radio no more than 120 days after the
enactment of this Act. Such report shall be made available online,

Bivatiribution.—The Committee is aware that there is a need to
improve the capacity of the country to determine the origins of seri-
ous future epidemics or pandemics, whether they come from a nat-
ural, accidental, or deliberate source—a capacity also referred to as
bioattribution. Having strong national bivattribhution capabilities to
allow the identification of a pandemic could help to prevent further
events, either through information that leads to stronger preven-
tion measures or through deterrence of deliberate misuse, The
Committee is further aware that future bioattribution efforts must
rule out deliberate misuse as a primary matter, rather than pre-
sume natural origin until otherwise suspected. Such a posture
change would result in improved diplomatic relations and ensure
timely response and accountability for deliberate use scenarios. De-
velopments in the complementary fields of genomics, proteomics,
metabolomics, and data analytics provide opportunities for develop-
ment of improved bioattribution capabilities that may provide more
conclusive answers regarding the origins of future pandemics in a
shorter time frame, and with lower costs less than current ap-
proaches. Additionally, existing capabilities can be matured to
higher technological readiness levels to support fielded use. There-
fore, the Committee encourages HHS to work with other govern-
ment agencies towards the development, maturation, and imple-
mentation of new bioattribution technologies through both internal
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government scientific development programs and the award of
grants or contracts, as appropriate. The Committee further encour-
ages HHS to provide relevant data flows to other relevant govern-
ment agencies in the bioattribution community such as the Federal
Bureau of Investigation on a regular and ongoing basis, rather
than only in the instances in which HHS determines that such rel-
evant government agencies should be consulted, in order to aid in
the posture change regarding the timely and confident detection
and attribution of deliberate misuse. Lastly, the Committee re-
quests as part of the fiscal year 2025 congressional justification the
current level of spending on bioattribution capabilities and an as-
sessment of what capabilities would be required to achieve the bio-
attribution capabilities described here.

Blood and Plasma Donation Education.—Blood and plasma do-
nations are critical to the U.S. healthcare system to ensure pa-
tients in need have access to life-saving treatments and thera-
peutics. The Committee applauds the Department’s efforts to raise
awareness of the importance of blood and plasma donations and en-
courages the continued effort to educate and raise awareness.

Budget Submuission.—As part of the Fiscal Year 2025 President’s
Budget Request, the Department is directed to provide the Com-
mittees in electronic format a table that corresponds with every
program line found in the back of this report. Such table shall in-
clude a column for the most recently enacted appropriation, the
current year, and the budget year, assuming current law.

Chuld Cancer Survivorship.—The Committee urges the Secretary
to convene a stakeholder group to develop best practices to improve
sutrvivorship care as children and adolescents transition from active
oncological care to primary care. The stakeholder group will evalu-
ate the best mechanisms and practices for every childhood cancer
survivor to receive a comprehensive care summary and follow-up

lan, based on guidelines, unee they complete their cancer care.

he Committee directs the Secretary to make a report publicly
available online within 180 days of enactment of this Act based on
the stakeholder group’s recommendations.

Children’s Interagency Coordinating Council—The Committee
supports the initial efforts by the Assistant Secretary for Planning
and Evaluation to establish the Children’s Interagency Coordi-
nating Council and encourages continued partnerships with the
National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine.

Chronic Fatigue Syndrome Advisory Committee.—The Committee
looks forward to reviewing the HHS plan regarding myalgic
encephalomyelitis/chronic fatigue syndrome which was requested in
House Report 116-62. In the interim, the Committee continues to
encourage HHS to foster interagency and stakeholder collaboration
by forming a Post-Infectious Disease Advisory Committee.

Congressional Justifications and Budget In Brief.—The Com-
mittee expects full delivery of all congressional budget justification
and budget in brief documents no later than the day of the Presi-
dent’s Budget Appendix publication online. The agency is directed
::lolnntify t%e Committee 24-hours in advance of any anticipated

elay.

Customer Experience.—The Committee continues to support ef-
forts to improve agency customer experience. The Committee di-
rects all agencies funded by this Act to develop standards to im-
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prove customer experience and incorporate the standards into the
performance plans required under 31 U.S.C. 1115. The Committee
requests an update from all agencies funded by this Aect to report
on their implementation plans regarding this subject in the fiscal
year 2025 congressional justification.

Cybersecurity Risks from Commercial Information Technology.—
The Committee notes the Department of Defense in consultation
with other Federal agencies will conduct an assessment of risks
posed using commercially available information technology, par-
ticularly relating to computer and printers from countries of con-
cern. Tﬁe Committee looks forward to receiving this analysis and
supports efforts to ensure any recommendations are disseminated
to all relevant Federal agencies for implementation.

Dietary Guidelines and Alcohol Consumption.—The Committee
notes section 772 of the Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2023
(PL 117-328) required a study by the National Academies of
Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine related to aleohol. The stu
is based on the preponderance of the scientific and medical knowl-
edge consistent with section 5341 of title 7 of U.S.C. and the Sec-
retary of Agriculture shall ensure that the 2025 Dietary Guidelines
for Americans process includes a recommendation for alcohol and
shall be based on the same standard. Moreover, the process is di-
rected to be fully transparent and include a balanced representa-
tion of individuals who are unbiased and free from conflicts of in-
terest.

Early Detection of Brain Aneurysms.—The Committee supports
increasing awareness of the symptoms of a ruptured aneurysm
among healthcare professionals such as first responders and emer-
gency room physicians. Therefore, the Committee reiterates the
language provided in fiscal year 2019 House Report 115-862 and
Senate Report 115-289 encouraging the Secretary, in consultation
with appropriate stakeholders—including healthcare providers
such as neurosurgeons, neurologists, neuro-interventional surgeons,
and emergency physicians, as well as brain aneurysm patient advo-
cacy foundations, brain aneurysm survivors, and caregivers—to fa-
cilitate the development of best practices on brain aneurysm detec-
tion and rupture for first responders, emergency room physicians,
%lrimary care physicians, nurses, and advanced practice providers.
n doing so, the Committee encourages the Secretary to consider in-
corporating topics such as the symptoms of brain aneurysms, evi-
dence-based risk factors for brain aneurysms, appropriate use of
medical testing and diagnostic equipment, and screening rec-
ommendations. The Secretary shall, in consultation with appro-
priate stakeholders, develop a strategy for disseminating informa-
tion about the best practices and begin implementing this strategy
at least one year after the date of enactment of this Act. The Com-
mittee re?uests an update on this effort in the fiscal year 2025 con-
gressional justification.

Electric Vehicle—The Committee does not include any of the
funding requested for the electric vehicle program.

Embryo Adoption Awareness Campaign.—The Committee in-
cludes ?1,000,000 for the Embryo Adoption Awareness Campaign
to educate Americans about the existence of frozen human embryos
(resulting from in-vitro fertilization), which may be available for
donation/adoption to help other couples build their families. The
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Committee includes bill language permitting these funds also to be
used to provide medical and administrative services to individuals
adopting embryos, deemed necessary for such adoptions, consistent
with the Code of Federal Regulations,

Global Health Research.—The Committee requests an update in
the fiscal year 2025 congressional justification on how CDC, FDA,
BARDA, NIH, including the Fogarty International Center, and
other agencies jointly coordinate global health research activities
with specific metries to track progress and collaboration toward
agreed upon health goals.

Indirect Costs.—~GAQ shall select, after consulting with the Com-
mittees, a sample of HHS administered research grants to conduct
an audit of all costs associated with facilities and administrative
costs, broken out by fixed capital costs, administrative overhead,
and labor costs. GAO shall brief the Committees on the findings be-
fore releasing the report. Such audit shall include the methodology
for determining allowable costs by participating institutions and
HHS, required documentation, procedures for verifying accuracy,
validity, and reliability of documentation.

Joint Funding Arrangement,—The Committee directs the agency
to include all amounts assessed from any operating division and
the methodology used to determine such amounts.

KidneyX.—The Committee continues to include a total of
$5,000,000 for KidneyX to support a public private partnership to
accelerate innovation in the prevention, diagnosis, and treatment of
kidney diseases. An estimated 850 million people worldwide are liv-
ing with kidney disease. KidneyX exit disclaimer icon seeks to im-
prove their lives by accelerating the development of drugs, devices,
biologics, and other therapies across the spectrum of kidney care.

LymeX Innovation Accelerator.—The Committee commends the
Office of the Secretary and its Chief Technology Officer for the
Lyme Innovation Initiative, launched November 2018, and the
LymeX Innovation Accelerator announced in October 2020, LymeX
is a key component of the HHS Lyme Innovation initiative, focused
on accelerating Lyme Innovation progress and strategically ad-
vance tick-borne disease solutions in direct collaboration with Lyme
patients, patient advocates, and diverse stakeholders across aca-
demia, nonprofits, industry, and government. LymeX is a
$25,000,000 public-private partnership with the Department of
Health and Human Services and the Steven & Alexandra Cohen
Foundation. LymeX is modeled after the success and methods of
the KidneyX Innovation Acecelerator, a partnership hetween HHS
and the American Society of Nephrology that includes kidney care
patients in every step of its innovation process. In January 2022,
LymeX announced the initial call for concepts for the LymeX
Diagnostics Prize challenge and, in November 2022, LymeX an-
nounced 10 Phase 1 winners of the LymeX Diagnostic Challenge.
Phase 2 iz expected to start in 2023. The Commitive continues
$5,000,000, the same as the fiscal year 2023 enacted level for this
activity.

Moyer Report.—The Committee requests a complete Moyer Re-
port for fiscal year 2025 no later than 14 days after online publica-
tion of the fiscal year 2025 congressional justifications. Such report
shall be made available publicly online on the same day it is sub-
mitted to the Committee. In addition, within 4 days of enactment
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of this Act, the Department is directed to make available online the
Moyer Report for fiscal years 2023 and 2024.

Nonrecurring Expenses Fund (NEF)—The Committee directs
HHS to provide quarterly reports for all ongoing projects. The re-
port shall include the following for each project: agency project is
funded under; a description for each project; the date the project
was notified to the Committees; total obligations to date; obliga-
tions for the prior fiscal year; anticipated obligations for current
fiscal year; and any expected future obligations. For any project on-
going for more than 3 years, the report should include a narrative
describing the cause for delay and steps being taken by the agency
to ensure prompt completion. In addition, the Committee requests
biannual reports on expired balances that are eligible for transfer
to the NEF. Such report shall include the Treasury Account Fund
Symbol. program name, unobligated balance, and unexpended bal-
ance. Such report shall be transmitted 30 days after the close of
the second quarter and within 45 days after the close of the fourth
quarter of the fiscal year. To ensure appropriate Congressional
oversight into use of the NEF, the Committee includes a new provi-
sion permitting Congressional review before additional notifications
for use of the NEF.

Non-Scheduled Alternatives for Treatment.—The Committee
notes there are non-scheduled alternatives for the treatment of
Medicare beneficiaries that are non-addictive and can reduce de-
pendence and adverse outcomes for patients. The Committee en-
courages the Secretary to study disease states that have both
scheduled and non-scheduled drug treatments options and Medi-
care claims to better understand the utilization of scheduled and
non-scheduled drugs within each disease state. In addition, the
Committee encourages CMS to identify methods of publicly sharin
this information with Medicare beneficiaries about non-scheduleg
treatment alternatives.

Pediatric Vaccine Schedule.—Not later than 30 days after enact-
ment of this Act, the Secretary shall conduct a review of the sci-
entific evidence related to the COVID vaccination and the child and
adolescent immunization schedule.

Performance Reporting.—As part of the congressional justifica-
tion for fiscal year 2025, the agency is directed to include the per-
centage of the Senior Executive Service for each performance level
(5—outstanding, 4—exceeds fully successful, 3—fully successful,
2—minimally satisfactory, or 1—unsatisfactory). In addition, the
agency shall include in such justification the total amount spent in
fiscal year 2023 on performance awards for the Senior Executive
Service.

Public-Private Health Care Safety Team.—The Committee
strongly encourages the Secretary to conduct a planning study on
the necessary funding resources, steps, and authorities required to
establish a public-private Health Care Safety Team. Upon comple-
tion, the Secretary shall submit the plan to create a Health Clzu'e
Safety Team to the committees of jurisdiction. The Health Care
Safety Team shall be designed to review, update, and prioritize pa-
tient safety measures about injury and harm in health care set-
tings; identify data sources for the patient safety measures; under-
stand the pre-cursors to and causes of injury and harm in health
care settings; and create autonomous patient safety solutions with



164

the goal of preventing injury and harm in health care settings
across all patient populations.

Polycystic OQuary Syndrome (PCOS) Education and Awareness.—
PCOS 1s one of the most common endocrine disorders in women.
Research shows that the prevalence of PCOS reported in health
system and insurer records was significantly less than the
populational prevalence of PCOS, further compounding the under-
diagnosis of PCOS. One possible rationale is a lack of education
and awareness about the disorder by healthcare professionals and
patients. The Committee urges HHS to work in partnership with
medical societies and relevant PCOS patient education and advo-
cacy organizations to increase education and awareness about
PCOS among health care providers and patients. The Committee
further encourages HHS to investigate and report on gaps in care
for PCOS patients regarding metabolic, cardiovascular, cerebro-
vascular, mental, reproductive, oncologic, maternal health, and ad-
olescent health, and any other identified care gaps.

Questions for the Record.—The Committee notes the inclusion of
section 527 in this Act requiring answers to questions submitted
for the record within 45 business days after receipt. The Committee
directs the agency to provide notification at least 7 days in advance
if the agency does not anticipate meeting this statutory require-
ment,

Rare Kidney Disease Diagnostic Issues.—The Committee encour-
ages the Secretary to convene a conference focused on rare kidney
disease diagnostic issues, The Committee notes the need to analyze
the impact of the decline of routine urinalysis on the timely diag-
nosis of rare kidney disease and on the quality of patient care as
well as the quality and reliability of kidney biopsy in diagnosis of
rare kidney disease. The Committee further encourages the Sec-
retary to report back, in the fiscal year 2025 congressional justifica-
tion, on whether genetic and genomic testing may improve prevent-
ative care and precision medicine, and health outcomes.

Ruare Kidney Disease Transplant and Dialysis.—The Committee
notes the high costs of dialysis and transplant costs associated with
rare kidney disease. The Committee encourages the Secretary to
conduct experiments to evaluate methods for treating rare kidney
disease, particularly those that would delay or eliminate the need
for dialysis and transplant through a comprehensive study of meth-
ods to increase public awareness of rare kidney disease. The Com-
mittee requests an update on these activities in the fiscal year
2025 congressional justification.

Rural News Media and Advertising Campaigns.—The Committee
recognizes the critical role local media plays in delivering lifesaving
public health messages to small or rural communities, Therefore,
the Committee directs the Secretary to ensure that local media in
small or rural markets are part of the Federal public health adver-
tising campaigns, such as the Vaccine, Maternal and Child Health
and Blood Plasma campaigns to improve the delivery of public
health messages to these small or rural communities. To further
this goal, the Committee directs the Secretary in coordination with
the Assistant Secretary for Public Affairs and their media buyer
contractors to utilize local news media in rural areas for HHS Fed-
eral advertising campaigns to reach citizens in these communities
with key health messages. Local media should include newspapers,
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including non-daily newspapers, television, and radio. The Com-
mittee directs the Office of the Secretary, within 180 days of enact-
ment of this Act, to provide an update on the efforts of the Depart-
ment has taken to ensure that local media in rural areas are part
of the Department’s public health advertising campaigns, including
a breakdown of money allocated to local media in rural areas for
the most recent fiscal year.

Staffing Reports.—The Committee includes a general provision
requiring the Department to submit a biannual staffing report to
the Committees. The Excel table shall include: the names, titles,
grades, agencies, and divisions of all of the political appointees,
special government employees, and detailees that were employed
by or assigned to the Department during the previous 180 days.

Status of Congressional Reports.—The Department is directed to
provide the Committee, within 30 days from the date of enactment
of this Act and quarterly thereafter, a summary document describ-
ing each requested report to the Committee along with its status.
The status of reports submission should include all outstanding re-
ports from any prior fiscal year,

Stillbirth Working Group.—Last year, the Committee provided
$1,750,000 for the Office of the Secretary to convene a Task Force
on Stillbirth comprised of experts to evaluate current risk factors
for stillbirths and provide recommendations on how to mitigate
risk, reduce stillbirth incidence, and improve maternal health out-
comes. The Stillbirth Working Group released its final report on
March 15, 2023, identifying findings and recommendations for ad-
dressing the nation’s stillbirth crisis, The Committee again pro-
vides $1,750,000 for the Secretary to implement these rec-
ommendations across the Department, maintaining level funding
for stillbirth prevention activities but transitioning its purpose into
implementation of announced recommendations. The Committee di-
rects the Secretary to prioritize the Department-wide implementa-
tion of the Working Group’s recommendations and engage in efforts
to promote evidence-based stillbirth awareness and prevention ac-
tivities; the Department shall report to Congress on its progress
within 180 days of enactment of this Act and make such report
available online on its website.

Study on the Cost of Serious Mental Illness.—Pursuant to section
1124 of the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2023, the Committee
directs the Department to conduct a thorough study of the cost im-
pact of serious mental illnesses in the U.S. This study shall take
a multi-systemic approach examining the fiscal implications of un-
treated or poorly managed schizophrenia and other severe mental
illnesses on the health care system, criminal courts, penal facilities
including county jails, housing programs, and nursing facilities.
The Committee encourages the Department to collaborate or con-
sult outside entities with experience in serious mental illness and
conducting extensive studies of government and nongovernmental
entities.

Study on Patient Safety Pre-cursors, Causes, and Solutions.—The
Committee encourages the Secretary to study the precursors of pa-
tient injury and harm in health care settings, their causes, and the
solutions to prevent injury and harm in health care settings. In re-
sponse to the current levels of healthcare workforce shortages,
turnover, and burnout in the wake of COVID, such a study could
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recommend and develop solutions to support and enable all
healthcare providers to provide safe care. To accomplish this, the
study should use clinically informed, human factors engineering
methods and technologies, such as artificial intelligence and ma-
chine learning to develop solutions, Further, the study should seek
input from the public and stakeholders on how to develop and im-
plement the solutions. The study should include recommendations
to address technology deficiencies and gaps in aggregating data
about injury and harm in health care settings across Federal agen-
cies that may be encountered during the study to inform future au-
tonomous patient safety studies.

Supplemental Oxygen.—The Committee notes with concern re-
ports of supplemental oxygen shortages exacerbated by the in-
crease in patients with COVID. The Committee notes the supple-
mental oxygen shortages are affecting both COVID patients and
other patients who rely on supplemental oxygen and long-term so-
lutions are necessary. The Committee urges the HHS to take steps
to address the current shortages and to evaluate options to ensure
the long-term availability of supplemental oxygen. The Committee
requests an update on this effort in the fiscal year 2025 congres-
sional justification.

Telework.—HHS shall conduct a review of telework implementa-
tion for all agency components. As part of this review, HHS is di-
rected to include the total number of eurrently employed full-time
and gart«time HHS employees, broken out by subagency; the total
number of days full-time and part-time employees of the agencies
physically worked for the majority of the day (more than 4 hours)
in-person at HHS headquarters, the employee’s respective sub-
agency headquarters, or an assigned office (not including a home
office), if applicable; the total number of full-time and part-time
employees who physically worked for the majority of their time
(more than 16 hours a week or 32 hours biweeklyl in-person at
HHS headquarters, the employee’s respective subagency head-
quarters, or an assigned office (not including a home office), it ap-
plicable; the total number of days full-time and part-time employ-
ees worked for the majority of the day (more than 4 hours) re-
motely; and the total number of full-time and part-time employees
who worked for the majority of their time (more than 16 hours a
week or 32 hours biweekly) remotely. For full-time or part-time em-
ployees identified as working the majority of their time remotely,
HHS shall provide the State and/or region of the employee’s duty
station and the policies and procedures to ensure the remote work
is conducted in the geographic area associated with the employee’s
duty station. Where applicable, for each of the preceding datasets,
HHS shall include the breakdown for each of the offices and cen-
ters under each subagency. HHS shall complete this review within
é&% _days of this Act and brief the committees of jurisdiction on

ndings.

Minority HIV/AIDS Fund

The Committee includes $28,000,000 for the Minority HIV/AIDS.
Fund (MHAF), which is $32,000,000 below the fiscal year 2023 en-
acted level and the fiscal year 2024 hudget request.

The Committee is aware of the critical role that the Minority
AIDS Initiative (MAI) plays in our longstanding efforts to eliminate
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HIV and address the disproportionate disease burden that racial
minority communities face. To ensure that MAI funds are being
spent in the areas of greatest need, and in regions with the highest
rates of new infections and disease burden, the Committee directs
the Department, not later than 120 days after the enactment of
this Act, to make available online a detailed accounting of MAI pro-
gram financial data for the previous 5 years, including: the names
of MAI grant recipients (including sub-grantees) and the total
amount awarded to each grant recipient for each of the last five
years; the geographic area that each such grantee serves; and the
programs and activities that each such grantee provides.

GAO Report describing Minority AIDS Initiative.—The Com-
mittee directs GAO to submit a report describing the Minority
AIDS Initiative (MAI) activities across the Department, detailed by
agency and program. Such report shall include: (1) an accounting
of the last 10 years of program activities within each relevant
agency and a description of activities conducted under MAI; (2)
types of grantees funded and the types of services grantees funded
under MAI; (3) the characteristics of the persons served by MAI,
including demographic and geographic information; (4) how funds
are distributed to screening, linkage to care, prevention, treatment,
and supportive services; (5) how funding is allocated based on bur-
den; (6) how the current approach to the distribution of funds re-
duces health care disparities in HIV treatment in communities
with highest rates of new infections; (7) how MAI funding compares
between rural and urban areas; and (8) any recommended changes
to Federal regulations or statutes that would ensure MAI funding
is reaching the communities with the highest rates of new infec-
tions and those most severely impacted by HIV.

Tribal Set-Aside.—The Committee notes that according to the
CDC, HIV-positive status among Native Americans is increasing
and nearly one-in-five HIV-positive Native Americans is unaware
of their status. In addition, only three-in-five receive care and less
than half are virally suppressed. To increase access to HIV/AIDS
testing, prevention, and treatment, the Committee continues to in-
clude $5,000,000 provided in fiscal year 2023 as a tribal set-aside
within the MHAF.

Office of the Assistant Secretary for Health

Abortion Hotline.—The Committee includes a new provision pro-
hibiting funds for the abortion hotline or any similiar hotline.

Hepatitis B—The Committee encourages the Office of the Assist-
ant Secretary for Health to lead the development of a government-
wide coordinated effort to support the implementation of the Advi-
sory Committee Immunization Practices recommendation that all
adults between 19 and 59 be vaccinated for hepatitis B.

Office of Climate Change and Health Equity.—No funds are pro-
vided for the Office of Climate Change and Health Equity.

Office of Populaiion Affairs.—No funds are provided for the Of-
fice of Population Affairs.

Reproductive Rights—No funds are provided to support
www.reproductiverights.gov nor any similar website.
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Office of Minority Health

The Committee includes $25,868,000 for the Office of Minority
Health (OMH), which is $48,967,000 below the fiscal year 2023 en-
acted level and $59,967,000 below the fiscal year 2024 budget re-
quest. The OMH works with U.S, Public Health Service agencies
and other agencies of the Department to address the health status
and quality of life for minority populations in the United States.
OMH develops and implements new policies; partners with States,
Tribes, and communities through cooperative agreements; supports
research, demonstration, and evaluation projects; and disseminates
information.

Center for Indigenous Innovation and Health Equity.—The Com-
mittee continues to recognize the importance of advancing Indige-
nous solutions to support improved indigenous health. The Com-
mittee includes $6.0£0,000, an increase of $2,000,000, to support
the work of the Center for Indigenous Innovation and Health Eqg-
uity. The Committee continues to urge HHS to consider partnering
with universities with a focus on Indigenous health research and
policy among Native Americans and Alaska Natives, as well as uni-
versities with a focus on Indigenous health policy and innovation
among Native Hawaiians/Pacific Islanders.

Language Access and Communications Services for Limited
English Proficient Communities.—The Committee is supportive of
efforts the Department is taking to improve communications, which
should include mediume such as television and radio, to reach lim-
ited English proficient communities, especially Hispanic commii-
nities. The Committee encourages the Department to create uni-
form applications across all agencies to strengthen communication
practices to include digital, television and radio advertising when
working with limited English proficient communities, especially
Spanish speaking communities. The Committee continues
$2,00§},000, the same as the fiscal year 2023 enacted level, for this
activity.

Na.f.‘i}c;nal Lupus Training, Outreach, and Clinical Trial Edu-
cation Program.—The Committee continues to support the National
Lupus Training, Outreach, and Clinical Trial Education Program
at $2,000,000, the same as the fiscal year 2023 enacted level, The
Committee commends efforts by OMH to increase oufreach, edu-
cation, and awareness of opportunities to participate in lupus clin-
ical trials among minority populations nationally.

Structural Rocism in Public Health.—The Committee does not
include funding for this activity.

Office on Women's Health

The Committee includes $20,312,000 for the Office on Women’s
Health, which is $23,828,000 below the fiscal year 2023 enacted
level and the fiscal year 2024 request.

Combaltting Violence Apainst Women.—The Committee includes
$10,000,000, the same as the fiscal year 2023 enacted level, to com-
bat violence against women through the State partnership initia-
tive.

Eating Disorders Research.—The Committee is concerned that
eating disorders have one of the highest fatality rates of any psy-
chiatric illness, with girls and women at heightened risk for devel-
oping an eating disorder during their lifetime. The rate of adoles-
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cent girls visiting the emergency room due to eating disorders has
doubled since the start of the pandemic, contributing to the youth
mental health crisis. The Committee recognizes the Office’s efforts
to address the rise in eating disorders amongst adolescent girls.
The Committee recommends no less than $1,500,000 in funding for
prevention, early intervention, and treatment protocols for women
and girls with or at-risk of developing an eating disorder.

Pregnant Women and Lactating Women Advisory Commiltee.—
The Committee continues $200,000, the same as the fiscal year
2023 enacted level, for an Advisory Committee to monitor and re-
port on the implementation of the recommendations from the Task
Force on Research Specific to Pregnant Women and Lactating
Wormen.

The Committee proposes moving the following programs from the

Public Health and Social Services Emergency Fund. The Com-
mittee does not propose funding for HHS Protect.

Office of the Assistant Secretary for Adminisiration

Cybersecurity

The Committee provides $100,000,000, the same as the fiscal
vear 2023 enacted level and $88,326,000 below the fiscal year 2024
budget request, for information technology cybersecurity in the Of-
fice of the Chief Information Officer and HHS-wide to strengthen
the Department’s c¢ybersecurity posture.

Office of National Security

The Committee provides $8,983,000, the same as the fiscal year
2023 enacted level and $3,000,000 below the fiscal year 2024 budg-
et request, for the Office of National Security to maintain the secu-

rity of the Department’s personnel, systems, and critical infrastruc-
ture,

Office of Global Affairs

The Committee provides $7,009,000, the same as the fiscal year
2023 enacted level and $1,000,000 below the fiscal year 2024 budg-
?I‘}:.ﬂ request, for the Office of Global Affairs work related to pandemic
influenza.

MEDICARE HEARINGS AND APPEALS

Appropriation, iRl Year 202, . .....ccr cenioeiisseiisssbiasens iaisasesrarsn $196,000,000
Budget request, fiscal year 2024 ............cocoiirmireseensneresessessasssssrnenes 199,000,000
Committee Recommendation ... reinmsceeresssson 196,000,000
Change from enacted 1eVel ........c.wmmiimiemrrermeissseio iosss =
Change from budget request ... —3,000,000

This appropriation supports activities carried out by two Office
of the Secretary Staff Divisions. The Office of Medicare Hearings
and Appeals supports Medicare appeals at the administrative law
judge level, the third level of Medicare claims appeals. The Depart-
mental Appeals Board represents the fourth level of the Medicare
appeals process and provides impartial, independent hearings and
appellate reviews.
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OFFICE OF THE NATIONAL COORDINATOR FOR HEALTH INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY

Appropriation, fiscal vear 2023 ...... YT R R b s bR e $66,238,000
Budget request, fiscal year 2024 . 103,614,000
Committee Recommendation ... 56,238,000
Change from enaeted 18Vel ...u.w.cuioresmiismsoemsnisareastarmsans coiss —10,000,000
Change from budeet request .............. - 47,376,000

The Office of the National Coordinator for Health Information
Technology (ONC) is the principal Federal entity charged with co-
ordinating efforts to implement and use health information tech-
nology and exchange electronic health information.

Expansion of Health Information Exchanges.—The Committee
recognizes the importance of electronic health data as a critical
piece of the healthcare system. The Committee encourages HHS to
work with States as needed if States choose to designate nonprofit
health information exchange(s) (HIEs) to be the State’s health data
utility (HDU). HDU models are designed and implemented in
alignment with States’ policies and priorities to address the needs
of a broader health and healthcare ecosystem. An HDU can be de-
fined as one or more entities, guided by a diverse stakeholder gov-
ernance structure, that combine, enhance, and exchange disparate
electronic health data sets for treatment, care coordination, quality
improvement, population health, public health emergencies, and
other public and community health purposes,

Information Blocking.—The Committee recognizes that ONC’s
rule to implement the interoperability and information blocking
provisions of the 21st Century Cures Act (PL 114-255) took signifi-
cant steps forward to give patients greater access to and improve
the electronic flow of electronic health information across care set-
tings. Given the significant penalties and other consequences for
information blocking, the Committee urges ONC to provide regu-
lated entities and other stakeholders with clear, practical guidance
regarding the rule, which should include how regulated entities can
evaluate their circumstances and scenarios under the rule. The
Committee requests an update in the fiscal year 2025 congressional
justification on such efforts,

Interoperability.—The Committee notes that HHS has made sig-
nificant progress on interoperability since passage of the 21st Cen-
tury Cures gi:t, but the full goals of the Act—including patient and
clinician access to data—has not fully materialized. The Committee
requests that the Department include in the fiscal year 2025 con-
gressional justification an update on progress implementing the
interoperability provisions of the 21st Century Cures Act and gaps
that remain for full implementation with regard to patient and cli-
nician access to data, including images; efforts to ensure standard-
ized capabilities for real-time benefit checks and electronic prior
nuthorization for drugs and services; and the enablement of decen-
tralized clinieal trials via technology.

Patient Matching.—The Committee is concerned there is no con-
sistent and accurate way to link patients to their health informa-
tion as they seek care across the continuum, Health information
must be accurate, timely, and robust to inform clinical care deci-
sions for every patient. The recommendation includes $5,000,000
for ONC to work with industry to develop matching standards that
prioritize interoperability, patient safety, and patient privacy.
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Standards for Interoperability—The Committee’s recommenda-
tion includes not less than $5,000,000, the same as the fiscal year
2023 enacted level, to support interoperability and information
sharing efforts related to the implementation of Fast Healthcare
Intell'{npeg'ability Resource standards or associated implementation
standards.

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL
Appropriation, fiscal year 2023 ... $87,000,000

Budget request, fiscal year 2024 116,801,000
Committee Recommendation ...... 80,000,000
Change from enacted level .. ~ 7,000,000
Change from budget request ... — 36,801,000

The Committee recommends $80,00,000 for the Office of Inspec-
tor General, which is $7,000,000 less than the fiscal year 2023 en-
acted level and $36,801,000 below the fiscal year 2024 budget re-

uest.
) In addition, within the Health Care Fraud and Abuse Control
program discretionary appropriations for fiscal year 2024, the Com-
mittee provides the OIG with $100,145,000. Mandatory appropria-
tions for this office are also contained in the HCFAC program and
the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 1996.

Core Mission.—The Committee encourages the Office of the In-
spector General to remain focused on the main missions of the Of-

ce, as it is an independent and objective entity charged with con-
ducting oversight, preventing waste, fraud and abuse, and pro-
moting economy, efficiency, and effectiveness in the Department’s
programs and operations, Activities lending support to political
issues, including through social media, are not consistent with the
Office’s intended independent, nonpartisan role.

OFFICE FOR CIVIL RIGHTS

Appropriation, fiscal year 2023 ...t $39,798,000
Budget request, fiscal year 2024 ..., 78,000,000
Commuttee Recommendation ... 32,000,000

Change from v¢nacted level ......coceviiens 2 - 7,798,000

Change from budget roquest ..o 46,000,000
The Office for Civil Riﬂlts (OCR) is responsible for enforcing civil
rights statutes that prohibit discrimination in health and human
services programs. OCR implements the civil rights laws through
a compliance program designed to generate voluntary compliance
among all HHS recipients.

The Committee notes OCR maintains an unobligated balance of
more than $37,000,000 in offsetting collections. The Committee re-
quests a spend plan within 90 days of enactment of this Act on the
planned use of these funds.

Conscience Protections.—The Committee is interested in whether
conscience protection laws are being enforced. The Committee di-
rects the Secretary of Health and Human Services to brief the con-
Ex;essional committees of jurisdiction—no later than 30 days after

e date of the enactment of this Act, and quarterly thereafter, on
how the Office for Civil Rights is enforcing conscience protections.
These briefings shall discuss the Department’s efforts to promptly
investi%ﬂte complaints, issue findings, and require corrective ac-
tions. These briefings shall also include assessments of complaints
submitted, including the number and nature of complaints received
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and processed, and the actions taken to resolve the complaints,
among other things.

Long-Term Services and Supports—The Committee strongly en-
courages OCR to clarify that sections 504 and 508 of the Rehabili-
tation Act require physicians to provide people with disabilities
with information on the full array of available clinical treatments
and available long-term services and supports (LTSS) and to re-
quire that referrals to such treatments ang services be given if re-
%uested. Finally, the Committee encourages the Administration for

ommunity Living to work through its existing protection and ad-
vocacy network to operationalize a disability ombudsperson posi-
tion who is authorized to facilitate communication between
healthcare providers and patients with disabilities or their proxies
and advocate on the patient’s behalf, when required, to ensure that
all elinical and LTSS options and choices are made available.

Suicide Prevention—The Committee is aware of a National
Council on Disability report e¢ntitled, “The Danger of Assisted Sui-
cide Laws,” which raises concern that such laws could lead to a
two-tiered system that results disproportionately in the deaths of
people with disabilities. Accordingly, the Committee strongly en-
courages OCR to clarify that all HHS suicide prevention grants and
services must comply with existing disability rights laws, including
the Americans with Disabilities Act, and sections 504 and 508 of
the Rehabilitation Act, including the provisions requiring accessible
communications, so that all videos, documents, and other products
ensure access to persons with disabilities.

RETIREMENT PAY AND MEDICAL BENEFITS FOR COMMISSIONED

OFFICERS
Appropriation, fiscal year 2023 ............... e o $710,:327,000
Budget request, fiscal year 2024 ... 792,691,000
Committee Recomnmendation ..........ccicociismsesessiesnan 792,691,000
Change from enacted level ........coveee. +82,364,000

Change from budget request

The Committee provides for retirement pay and medical benefits
of Public Health Service Commissioned Officers, for payments
under the Retired Serviceman's Family Protection Plan, and for
medical care of dependents and retired personnel.

GENERAL PROVISIONS

Sec. 201. The Committee continues a provision to limit the
amount available for official reception and representation expenses,

Sec. 202. The Committee continues a provision to limit the salary
of an individual through an HHS grant or other extramural mecha-
nism to not more than the rate of Executive Level IL

Sec. 203. The Committee continues a provision to prohibit the
Secretary from using evaluation set-aside funds until the Commit-
tees on Appropriations receive a report detailing the planned use
of such funds.

Sec. 204. The Committee modifies a provision regarding the PHS
evaluation set-aside.

(TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

Sec. 205. The Committee continues a provision permitting the
Secretary of HHS to transfer up to one percent of any discretionary
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funds between appropriations, provided that no appropriation is in-
creased by more than three percent by any such transfer to meet
emergency needs. Notification must be provided to the Committees
on Appropriations at the program, project, and activity level in ad-
vance of any such transfer.

Sec. 206. The Committee modifies a provision providing 60-day
flexibility for National Health Service Corps contract terminations.

Sec. 207. The Committee continues a provision to prohibit the
use of Title X funds unless the applicant for the award certifies to
the Secretary that it encourages family participation in the deci-
sion of minors to seek family planning services and that it provides
counseling to minors on how to resist attempts to coerce minors
into engaging in sexual activities.

Sec. 208. The Committee continues a provision stating that no
provider of services under Title X shall be exempt from any law re-
quiring notification or the reporting of child abuse, child molesta-
tion, sexual abuse, rape, or incest.

Sec. 209. The Committee continues a provision related to the
Medicare Advantage program.

Sec. 210. The Committee continues a provision prohibiting funds
from being used to advocate or promote gun control.

Sec. 211. The Committee continues a provision to allow funding
for HHS international HIV/AIDS and other infectious disease,
chronic and environmental disease, and other health activities
abroad to be spent under the State Department Basic Authorities
Act of 1956.

Sec. 212. The Committee modifies a provision authorizing certain
international health activities.

{TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

Sec. 213. The Committee continues a provision to provide the Di-
rector of NIH, jointly with the Director of the Office of AIDS Re-
search, the authority to transfer up to three percent of human im-
munodeficiency virus funds.

(TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

Sec. 214. The Committee continues a provision that makes NTH
funds for human immunodeficiency virus research available to the
Office of AIDS Research.

Sec. 215. The Committee continues a provision granting author-
ity to the Office of the Director of the NIH to enter directly into
transactions in order to implement the NIH Common Fund for
medical research and permitting the Director to utilize peer review
procedures, as appropriate, to obtain assessments of scientific and
technical merit,

Sec. 216. The Committee continues a provision clarifying that
funds appropriated to NIH institutes and centers may be used for
minor repairs or improvements to their buildings, up to $5,000,000
per project with a total limit for NIH of $100,000,000.

(TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

Sec. 217. The Committee continues a provision transferring one
percent of the funding made available for National Institutes of
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Health National Research Service Awards to the Health Resources
and Services Administration.

Sec. 218. The Committee continues the Biomedical Advanced Re-
search and Development Authority ten-year contract authority,

Sec, 219, The Committee modifies a provision requiring HHS to
include information regarding full-time Federal employees and con-
tractors working on the Affordable Care Act in the fiseal year 2025
budget request.

Sec. 220. The Committee modifies a provision for a report on
CMS’s Health Insurance Exchange activities in the fiscal year 2025
budget request.

Sec, 221. The Committee continues a provision prohibiting the
CMS Program Management account from being used to support
risk corridor payments.

(TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

See. 222. The Committee modifies a provision directing the
spending of the Prevention and Public Health Fund.

PREVENTION AND PUBLIC HEALTH FUND

In fiscal year 2024, the level appropriated for the fund is
$1,225,900,000 after accounting for sequestration. The Committee
includes bill language in section 222 of this Act that requires that
funds be transferred within 45 days of enactment of this Act to the
following accounts, for the following activities, and in the following
amounts:

Agency Audget Agtiviy Aokl
ACL oo Alzheimer’s Disease Program ; $14,700,000
ACL ... . Chronic Disease Selt-WManaemenl .....cormmeimsisiosssmimsmmiismb s s 8,000,000
ACL ... e Falls Pravention 5,000,000
71, e R Breastfeeding Grants (Hospitals Promoting Breastfeeding) .....smriasiemmsrmmmena 9,750,000
CoC ... woue  Dinbetes 9 155,129,000
BB oo Epidemiology and Laboratory Capacity Grants 40,000,000
coc ... . Healthcare Associated Infactions 12,000,000
G0 ... . Heart Disease ang Stroke Prevention Program 155,105,000
Coe ... ... Million Hearts Program 5,000,000
coe .. e PREVENYVE Health and Health Services BIOCK Brant ......coimmmmemsmportsnirmssorns 160,000,000
coe ... . Section 317 Immunization Grants 593,216,000
Coe ... . Lead Poisoning Prevention 51,000,000
1) - .. Early Care Collaboratives " 5,000,000
SAMHSA ..o Gamrett Lee Smith—Youth Suicide 12,000,000

Sec. 223. The Committee continues a provision related to breast
cancer screening.

(TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

Sec. 224. The Committee continues a provision permitting frans-
fer of funds within INIH, if such funds are related to opioid and
pain management research.

Sec. 225. The Committee continues a provision related to certain
Congressional notification requirements.

Sec, 226. The Committec continues a provision related to a report
on staffing.

Sec. 227. The Committee continues a provision allowing HHS to
cover travel expenses when necessary (01 employees to obtain med-
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ical care when they are assigned to duty in a location with a public
health emergency.

Sec. 228. The Committee continues a provision related to dona-
tions for unaccompanied alien children.

Sec. 229. The Committee continues a provision related to the use
of funds to house unaccompanied alien children in facilities that
are not State-licensed.

Sec. 230. The Committee continues a provision related to the no-
tification requirements regarding the use of facilities that are not
State licensed for the care of unaccompanied alien children,

See. 231. The Committee continues a provision related to Mem-
bers of Congress and oversight of facilities responsible for the care
of unaccompanied alien children.

Sec. 232. The Committee continues a provision requiring monthly
reporting on unaccompanied alien children who were separated
from their parents or legal guardians and transferred to the care
of the Office of Refugee Resettlement.

Sec. 233. The Committee continues a provision related to pri-
mary and secondary school costs for eligible dependents of HHS
personnel stationed in the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, the Com-
monwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, and the possessions
of the United States.

Sec. 234. The Committee includes a new provision modifying cer-
tain reporting requirements for the CDC.

Sec. 235. The Committee includes a new provision striking a re-
port.

(RESCISSION)

Sec. 236. The Committee modifies a provision related to unobli-
gated balances in the Nonrecurring Expenses Fund.

Sec. 237. The Committee includes a new provision related to re-
porting.

Sec. 238. The Committee includes a new provision related to em-
ployee travel.

Sec. 289. The Committee includes a new provision related to fetal
tissue.

Sec. 240, The Committee includes a new provision restricting
funding to certain health care entities.

Sec. 241. The Committee includes a new provision related to pro-
viding information on abortion.

Sec. 242. The Committee includes a new provision prohibiting
funds for EcoHealth Alliance.

Sec. 243. The Committee includes a new provision regarding a
CMS rule related to vaccination requirements.

Sec. 244. The Committee includes a new provision regarding Ex-
ecutive Order 13988 (Executive Order on Preventing and Com-
bating Discrimination on the Basis of Gender Identity or Sexual
Orientation).

Sec. 245. The Committee includes a new provision regarding the
Moyer Report.

Sec. 245. The Committee includes a new provision related to ad-
ministration of title X grants,

Sec. 247. The Committee includes a new provision related to civil
action for certain violations.
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Sec, 248. The Committee includes a new provision related to
rulemaking for section 1557 of the Affordable Care Act.

TITLE III—-DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
EDUCATION FOR THE DISADVANTAGED

Appropriation, fiscal year 2023 ... $19,087,790,000
Budget request, fiscal year 2024 ....cccveiiininanns 21,254,551,000
Committee Recommendation ..., 14,055,290,000

Change from enacted level ........ccvviemiiinn - 6,032,500,000

Change from budget request ..o iiniiiinnns - §,199,261,000

This appropriation account includes compensatory education pro-
grams authorized under title I and subpart 2 of part B of title II
of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (ESEA)
and section 418A of the Higher Education Act (HEA).

Of the total amount available, $2,126,990,000 is appropriated for
fiscal year 2024 for obligation on or after July i 2024, and
$10,841,177,000 is appropriated for fiscal year 2025 for obligation
on or after October 1, 2024,

Granis to Local Educational Agencies

For fiscal year 2024, the Committee provides $12,354,302,000, for
Title I grants to Local Educational Agencies (LEAs or school dis-
tricts), which is $6,032,500,00 below the fiscal year 2023 enacted
level and $8,182,500,000 below the fiscal year 2024 budget request.

The Committee notes that despite yearly increased funding for
Title 1 formula grants, student test scores continue to decline. The
latest test scores published by the Department showed that overall
math and reading scores for both fourth and eighth graders have
fallen sharply. Math scores for eighth graders in 2022 fell to a 20-
year low. Nationwide, only 36 percent of fourth graders and 26 per-
cent of eighth graders are proficient in math, and only 33 percent
of fourth graders and 31 percent of eighth graders are proficient in
reading. Federal tax dollars have not been shown to result in
meaningful improvement in student achievement.

The Committee also notes that public schools were quick to shut
down in 2020 at the behest of teachers’ unions and stayed closed
for nearly two years, while most private and charter schools re-
opened. During the pandemic, public schools failed their students,
and the effects will be felt by an entire generation of students.

Predictably, public school enrollment has been declining for years
and accelerated during the pandemic. Between 2010 and 2021, ac-
cording to data from the Department of Education, enrollment in
public elementary and secondary schools declined by 3 percent.
During this same period, charter school enrollment more than dou-
bled by nearly 2 million students. The Committee recognizes this
shift in demand for altermatives to traditional public schools and
responds by increasing funding for charter schools in this bill.

The Committee also notes that States, including both Democratic
and Republican legislatures, are making record investments in
their education budgets, States are taking advantage of budget sur-
pluses due to Federal stimulus dollars and high tax revenues,
Moreover, the partisan American Rescue Plan (PL 117-2) invested
more than $150,000,000,000 into American schools. After more
than two years, States still have $31 billion in unspent American
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Rescue Plan funding. This amount is equal to nearly half the fund-
ing provided to the Department of Education in this bill. Such a
large amount of unexpended COVID dollars serves as further evi-
dence States do not need additional Federal funding for public
schools. Despite the unprecedented direct Federal support for
schools and increases in State funding, U.S. student achievement
continues to lag other industrialized nations. The Committee pro-
poses reduced formula funding for public schools.

Basic Grants

Of the amounts provided for Title I programs, the Committee

rovides $1,906,901,000 for Basic Grants to LEAs, which is
¥4,552,500,000 below the fiscal year 2023 enacted level and the fis-
cal year 2024 budget request. Within this amount, $763,776,000 is
available for fiscal year 2025, which is the same as the fiscal year
2023 enacted level and the fiscal year 2024 budget request. Basic
grants are awarded to school districts with at least 10 low-income
clelllaildren who make up more than two percent of the school-age pop-

ation. :

Within the amount for Title I Basic Grants, up to $5,000,000 is
made available to the Secretary of Education (Secretary) on Octo-
ber 1, 2023, to obtain annually-updated LEA-level poverty data
from the Bureau of the Census.

Academic Tutoring.—The Committee encourages the Department
to promote and provide technical assistance to LEAs and support
partnerships between LEAs and education-related community-
based organizations to implement evidence-based tutoring models.

Concentration Grants

The Committee provides $1,362,301,000, the same as the fiscal
year 2023 enacted level and the fiscal year 2024 budget request, for
Title I Concentration Grants. This amount becomes available in fis-
cal year 2025. These grants target funds to school districts in
which the number of low-income children exceeds 6,500 or 15 per-
cent of the total school-age population.

Targeted Grants

The Committee provides $4,542,550,000, which is $740,000,000
below the fiscal year 2023 enacted level and $1,815,000,000 below
the fiscal year 2024 budget request, for Title I Targeted Grants.
Within this amount, $4,357,550,000 is available for fiscal year
2025. Targeted Grants provide higher payments to school districts
with high numbers or percentages of low-income students.

Education Finance Incentive Grants

The Committee provides $4,542,550,000, which is $740,000,000
below the fiscal year 2023 enacted level and $1,815,000,000 below
the fiscal year 2024 budget request, for Title I Education Finance
Incentive Grants (EFIGs). Within this amount, $4,357,550,000 is
available for fiscal year 2025. EFIGs are allocated according to one
of the four allocation formulas authorized under ESEA Title I, Part
A for providing Federal education funding to the States for the edu-
cation of disadvantaged pupils.

Military Student Identifier—The Committee notes that the
ESEA recognizes military-connected students as a distinet sub-
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group of students. More than 80 percent of military-connected chil-
dren attend public schools. Students with parents or guardians
serving full-time in the military often move and change schools fre-
quently. In addition, they may experience trauma resulting from
separations from a parent/guardian due to their parents’ service to
the U.S. Military. The Military Student Identifier provides edu-
cators, school leaders, and policymakers with critical information to
personalize attention and direct resources to better support mili-
tary dependent children. Current law directs the Military Student
Identifier toward the children of active-duty families, leaving out
the nearly one-half million children of the reserve component, both
National Guard and Reserves. The Committee supports efforts to
address the unique needs of children whose parents/guardians
serve in the National Guard and reserve components.

Innovative Approaches to Literacy

The Committee provides $30,000,000 for Innovative Approaches
to Literacy, which is the same as the fiscal year 2023 enacted level.
This program provides competitive grants to support school librar-
ies.

Comprehensive Literacy Development Grants

The Committee provides $194,000,000 for Comprehensive Lit-
eracy Development Grants, which is the same as the fiscal year
2023 enacted level. Competitive grants are awarded to States to
subgrant to school districts and/or early education programs to im-
prove literacy instruction for disadvantaged students.

The Committee notes with concern that many school districts
continue to use reading instruction methods that have been shown
to be ineffective at helping all students, and especially struggling
readers, learn to read, The Committee is aware of recent reporting
which has demonstrated that many schools in our country continue
to use ineffective reading programs that teach students to guess
words rather than to learn how to read words, Neuroscience re-
search has shown that skilled readers process all of the letters in
words when they read them. After several exposures, the word be-
comes recognizable on sight, through a process called orthographic
mapping.

Even so, many early reading programs are designed to teach stu-
dents to make better guesses to learn words, a process known as
three-cueing. This method teaches children that they don’t need to
look at all of the letters that make up words in order to read them.
As they progress in grades and do not have pictures or other con-
text to learn words, many students struggle with reading and, as
a result, may even be identified as in need of special education
services when they may just not have been taught to read properly.

The Committee is aware that many teachers may not know that
cueing strategies do not comport with the scientific evidence base
around teaching reading. The Committee intends that funds pro-
vided under the comprehensive literacy development grants pro-
gram be used solely for reading programs that promote science-
based reading instruction and therefore directs the Department to
ensure that all grants funded through this program adhere to the
highest evidence-based standards of research for practices for
teaching reading, supporting struggling readers, and developing
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them into strong readers. Programs must include systematic in-
struction in phonological awareness, phonics, and fluency and
should be externally validated to show reading success with the
lowest-achieving students rather than relying on a proprietary
reading program’s own self-assessment.

State Agency Programs: Migrant

The Committee provides $375,626,000 for the State Agency Pro-
gram for Migrant Education, which is the same as the fiscal year
2023 enacted level. This formula grant program supports special
educational and related services for children of migrant agricul-
tural workers and fishermen, including: (1) supplementary aca-
demic education; (2) remedial or compensatory instruction; (3)
English for limited English proficient students; (4) testing; (5) guid-
ance counseling; and (6) other activities to promote coordination of
services across States for migrant children whose education is in-
terrupted by frequent moves,

State Agency Programs: Neglected and Delinguent [ High Risk Youth

For the State Agency Program for Neglected and Delinquent
Children, the Committee provides $49,239,000, which is the same
as the fiscal year 2023 enacted level. This formula grant program
supports educational services for children and youth under age 21
in State-run institutions, attending community day programs, and
in correctional facilities. A portion of these funds is provided for
projects that support the successful re-entry of youth from the
criminal justice system into postsecondary and vocational pro-
grams.

Special Programs for Migrant Students

The Committee provides $52,123,000 for the Special Programs
for Migrant Students, which is the same as the fiscal year 2023 en-
acted level. These programs make competitive grants to colleges,
universities, and nonprofit organizations to support educational
programs designed for students who are engaged in migrant and
other seasonal farm work., The High School Equivalency Program
recruits migrant students age 16 and over and provides acadgermic
and support services to help those students obtain a high school
equivalency certificate and subsequently to gain employment or ad-
mission to a postsecondary institution or training program. The
College Assistance Migrant Program provides tutoring and coun-
seling services to first-year, undergraduate migrant students and
assists those students in obtaining student financial aid for their
remaining undergraduate years.

IMPACT AID
Appropriation, fiseal year 2023 ........cccovuroeiirmieiinsne s raesnsesnns $1,618,112,000
Budget request, fiscal year 2024 ........cceirvmmieaisimsssssessssssnssssees 1,618,112,000
Committee RecomMENAALION ...c.ccoceer o vevcirrissismesrersesssssssssssssasssrsnsss 1,618,112,000

Change from enacted level ...
Change from budget TEQUESE ...cccovcvriirisirncessisessreessmsssssssnsens ———
This account supports payments to school districts affected by
Federal activities, such as those that educate children whose fami-
lies are connected with the military or who live on Indian land.
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Basic Support Payments

The Committee provides $1,468,242,000 for Basic Support Pay-
ments to LEAs, which is the same as the fiscal year 2023 enacted
level. Basic Support Payments compensate school districts for lost
tax revenue and are made on behalf of Federally connected chil-
dren, such as children of members of the uniformed services who
live on Federal property.

Special Education Needs at Impact Aid Schools—In the fiscal
year 2025 congressional justification, the Department should de-
scribe its efforts to address special education needs at Impact Aid
schools in proximity to military bases, with attention to needs at
Impact Aid schools compared to non-Impact Aid schools.

Payments for Children with Disabilities

The Committee provides $48,316,000 for Payments for Children
with Disabilities, which is the same as the fiscal year 2023 enacted
level. These payments compensate school distriets for the increased
costs of serving Federally-connected children with disabilities.

Facilities Maintenance

The Committee provides $4,835,000 for Facilities Maintenance,
which is the same as the fiscal year 2023 enacted level. These cap-
ital payments are authorized for maintenance of certain facilities
owned by the Department.

Construction

The Committee provides $18,406,000 for the Construction pro-
gram, which is the same as the fiscal year 2023 enacted level. This
program provides formula grants for building and renovating
school facilities to school districts that educate Federally-connected
students or have Federally-owned land.

Payments for Federal Property

The Committee provides $78,313,000 for payments for Federal
property, which is the same as the fiscal year 2023 enacted level.
Funds are awarded to school districts to compensate for lost tax
li%‘é%nue as the result of Federal acquisifion of real property since

Data for Eligible Communitivs —The reporting method used to
calculate the amount of Impact Aid a school receives is critical to
ensuring accurate data for eligible communities. Correct student
counts ensure adequate resources are provided for students. The
Committee repeats its request that the Department assess the mer-
its of such flexibilities in future years, along with other potential
process modifications, in the fiscal year 2025 congressional jus-
tification. In addition, the Committee requests recommendations
for helping LEAs plan for discrepancies between estimated and ac-
tual award levels.

SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAMS

ApPPropriation, fiSCal YEar 2023 ....c.urrsersssrisossssrsssisesissssessesns $5,810,642,000
Budget request, fiscal year 2024 .......ccoceveievnnrnen. A e 5,890.278,000
Committee RecoOmmendation ............ccieeieieemmsiresesisesssssssensieesmass 4,850,428,000
Change from enacted 1evel ..., - 960,214,000
Change from budget request ......coorvmnernins it = 1,080.R50.000
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The School Improvement account includes programs authorized
under Titles I, II, IV, VI, and VII of the ESEA; the McKinney-
Vento Homeless Assistance Act; Title IV-A of the Civil Rights Act;
section 203 of the Educational Technical Assistance Act of 2002;
and é}ecct)iun 105 of the Compact of Free Association Amendments
Act of 2003.

Supporting Effective Instruction State Grants

The Committee does not provide fiscal year 2024 funding for this
program. This funding has not been demonstrated to improve
teacher quality or advance student achievement. Additionally, the
Committee is concerned that school districts are using these Fed-
eral funds to train teachers in divisive ideology.

Teacher Training.—The Committee is concerned that schools
have used funds from this program to hire outside firms to train
teachers in deeply divisive racial ideology. The Committee directs
the Department to submit a report to the Committees no later than
90 days after enactment of this Act that describes the past nctivi-
ties of all grantees, specifically any contracts entered into with out-
side consulting firms for teacher trainings that highlight any of the
following concepts:

(1) one race or sex is inherently superior to another race or sex,

(2) an individual, by virtue of the individual’s race or sex, is in-
herently racist, sexist, or oppressive, whether consciously or uncon-
sciously;

(3) an individual should be discriminated against or receive ad-
verse treatment solely or partly because of the individual’s race or
sex;

(4) an individual's moral character, standing, or worth is nec-
essarily determined by the individual’s race or sex; an individual,
by virtue of the individual’s race or sex, bears responsibility, blame,
or guilt for actions committed by other members of the same race
Or sex;

(5) meritocracy or traits such as a hard work ethic are racist or
sexist or were created by members of a particular race to oppress
members of another race;

(6) the advent of slavery in the territory that is now the United
States constituted the true founding of the United States; or

('7) with respect to their relationship to American values, slavery
and racism are anything other than deviations from, betrayals of,
or failures to live up to the authentic founding principles of the
United States, which include liberty and equality.

Supplemenital Education Grants

The Committee provides $24,464,000 for Supplemental Education
Grants to the Federated States of Micronesia and the Republic of
the Marshall Islands, which is the same as the fiscal year 2023 en-
acted level. The Compact of Free Association Amendments Act of
2003 (PL 108-188) authorizes these entities to receive funding for
general education assistance.

Nita M. Lowey 21st Century Community Learning Centers

The Committee provides $1,329,673,000 for Nita M. Lowey 21st
Century Community Learning Centers, which is the same as the
fiscal year 2023 enacted level. This program awards formula grants
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to States, which in turn distribute funds on a competitive basis ta
local school distriets, nonprofit organizations, and other public enti-
ties. Funds may be used to provige activities that complement and
reinforce the regular school-day program for participating students
and may also fund local activities that are included as part of an
expanded learning time program.

Communaity-based Organizations—The Committee directs the
Department to identify additional requirements, priorities, and/or
criteria added by State education agencies as part of requests for
proposals for Nita M. Lowey 21st Century Community Learning
Centers (Centers) State-level grant competitions, which may
greseﬁt barriers for potential subgrantees, particularly community-

ased organizations often serving underserved populations, to suc-
cessfully apply for these funds. The Committee notes that nation-
ally, during the 2020-2021 school year, less than 10 percent of the
10,652 Centers were community-based organizations and 1 percent
were faith-based organizations, while more than 80 percent of Cen-
ters were local education agencies. The Committee directs the De-
partment to submit a report to the Committees within 120 days of
this Act detailing any barriers preventing more community-based
organizations from accessing 21lst Century Community Learning
Centers funding. Such report shall be made available online on the
agency’s website.

State Assessments

The Committee does not provide funding for this program. The
Committee believes that State and local funds should cover these
activities,

Education for Homeless Children and Youth

The Committee provides $129,000,000 for the BEdueation for
Homeless Children and Youth program, which is the same as the
fiscal year 2023 enacted level. Formula grants are allocated to
States in proportion to the total each State receives under the Title
I program,

Training and Advisory Services (Civil Rights)

The Committee does not provide funding for this program. The
Committee is concerned that this funding is used to push divisive
trainings and ideologies on public school teachers and other offi-
cials by training them on how to address racial and sexual bias in
teaching materials, school discipline policies, and school climates.

Education for Native Hawaiians

The Committee provides $45,897,000 for the Education for Na-
tive Hawaiian program, which is the same as the fiscal year 2023
enacted level. These funds are used to provide competitive grants
for supplemental education services to the Native Hawaiian popu-
ation.

The Committee is supportive of resources to public elementary
and secondary schools that serve Native Hawalian students, in-
cluding activities for construction, renovation, and modernization of
any public elementary school, secondary school, or structure related
to a public elementary school or secondary school, as authorized
under part B of Title VI. The Committee encourages the Depart-
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ment to prioritize funding to organizations with construction needs
that have experience providing supplemental education services to
Native Hawaiian children and youth. In addition, the Committee
continues to support the Native Hawaiian Education Couneil.

Alaska Native Education

The Committee provides $44,953,000 for the Alaska Native Edu-
cation program, which is the same as the fiscal year 2023 level.
These funds are used to provide competitive grants for supple-
mental education services to the Alaska Native population,

Rural Education

The Committee provides $215,000,000 for Rural Education pro-
grams, which is the same as the fiscal year 2023 enacted level.
There are two dedicated programs to assist rural school districts
with improving teaching and learning in their schools: the Small,
Rural Schools Achievement program, which provides funds to rural
districts that serve a small number of students; and the Rural and
Low-Income Schools program, which provides funds to rural dis-
tricts that serve concentrations of poor students, regardless of the
number of students served by the district. Funds appropriated for
Rural Education shall be divided equally between these two pro-
grams.

Comprehensive Centers

The Committee does not provide funding for this program. The
Committee is concerned that the Department is providing technical
assistance via comprehensive centers on social and emotional
learning rather than on efforts to improve academic achievement.

Student Support and Academic Enrichment Grants

The Committee provides $1,380,000,000 for Student Support and
Academic Enrichment State Grants, which is the same as the fiscal
year 2023 enacted level. The Every Student Succeeds Act elimi-
nated several narrowly focused competitive grant programs and re-
placed them with this new formula grant program. States and
school districts have flexibility to focus these resources on locally
determined priorities to provide students with access to a well-
rounded education, including rigorous coursework, and to improve
school conditions and the use of technology.

Faith-Based Organizations,—The Committee encourages the De-
partment to support faith-based organizations’ efforts to provide
after-school services, including tutoring and technology access for
assignments, to students, especially in low-income urban and rural
communities.

Mentorship Program Coordination with Schools—The Committee
recognizes the importance of the coordination of mentorship pro-
grams with student participants’ schools. The Committee encour-
ages the funding of activities that advance student success in the
classroom in a manner that is informed by the coordination, in-
sight, and partnership of mentorship programs.
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INDIAN EDUCATION

Appropriation, fiscal year 2023 . $194,746,000
Budget request, fiscal year 2024 201,746,000
Committee Recommendation ..... 194,746,000
Change from enacted level . -
Change from budget request .. ~ 7,000,000

This account supports programs authcrlzed by part A of title VI
of the ESEA,

Grants to Local Educational Agencies

The Committee provides $110,381,000 for Grants to Local Edu-
cational Agencies, which is the same as the fiscal year 2023 en-
acted level. This program provides assistance through formula
grants to school districts and schools supported or operated by the
Bureau of Indian Education. The purpose of this program is to im-
prove elementary and secondary school programs that serve Amer-
ican Indian students, including preschool children. Grantees must
develop a comprehensive plan and ensure that the programs they
carry out will help American Indian students reach the same chal-
lenging standards that apply to all students. This program supple-
ments the regular school program to help American Indian children
sharpen their academic skills, bolster their self-confidence, and par-
ticipate in enrichment activities that would otherwise be unavail-
able.

Special Programs for Indian Children

The Committee provides $72,000,000 for Special Programs for In-
dian Children, which is the same as the fiscal year 2023 enacted
level. These programs make competitive grants to improve the
quality of education for American Indian students. The program
also funds the American Indian Teacher Corps and the American
Indian Administrator Corps to recruit and support American Indi-
ans as teachers and school administrators.

National Activities

The Committee provides $12,365,000 for National Activities,
which is the same as the fiscal year 2023 enacted level. Funds
under this authority support: (1) research, evaluation and data col-
lection to provide information about the educational status of In-
dian students and the effectiveness of Indian education programs;
(2) grants to support Native language immersion schools and pro-
grams; and (3! grants to Tribes for education administrative plan-
ning, development, and coordination.

Nuative American Language Immersion and the State-Tribal Edu-
cation Partnership Program.—Within this account, the Committee
provides $6,000,000 to the Native American Language Immersion
and the State-Tribal Education Partnership programs.

Native American Language Resource Centers.—Within this ac-
count, the Committee provides $3,000,000 to support American In-
dian, Alaska Native and Native Hawaiian language activities for
the Native American Language Resource Center program estab-
lished in the explanatory Statement accompanying the Department
of Education Appropriations Act, 2022,
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INNOVATION AND IMPROVEMENT

Appropriation, fiscal year 2023 _.....oocmmminrisnnmmmiens v $1,453,443,000
Budget request, fiscal year 2024 ........ccovriviniieerinesieneee s 1,604,000,000
Committee Recommendation 737,000,000
Change from engcted 1evel ... s - 716,443,000
Change from budget request ........ccviamiroesimmiesemesiesenens —867,000,000

This appropriation account includes programs authorized under
portions of Titles IT and IV of the ESEA.

Education Innovation and Research

The Committee provides $284,000,000 for the Education Innova-
tion and Research (EIR) program, which is the same as the fiscal
year 2023 enacted level. This program makes competitive grants to
support the replication and scaling-up of evidence-based education
innovations.

Grant Priorities.—The Committee notes there is significant de-
mand from the field to test many types of strategies and to exam-
ine promising technigues that can be scaled-up in different set-
tings. The Committee expects funds to continue to support diverse
and field-initiated interventions, rather than a single nationwide
program or award focused solely on one area of educational innova-
tion.

Publicizing Research Findings.—The Committee continues to be
supportive of efforts by the Department to publicize research find-
ings from the EIR program as described in House Report 117-96.
The Committee encourages the Department to take additional
steps to publicly release, widely publicize, and support the use of
research findings from this critical program and its predecessor,
the Investing in Innovation program, to stakeholders at the Fed-
eral, State, and local level. The Committee specifically encourages
the Department to showcase those programs that have dem-
onstrated, through rigorous research as required by the ESEA, that
their innovations show specific evidence of achievement in edu-
cational outcomes. The Committee directs the Department to sub-
mit a report to the Committees no later than 120 days after enact-
ment of this Act, an update on the Department’s goals, outcome
measures, and corrective measures for achieving the widest pos-
sible dissemination and use of this information in SEA and LEA
decision making.

State Activities.—The Committee notes that the purpose of these
funds is to create and scale up evidence-based innovations in edu-
cation that improve student achievement. The Committee is con-
cerned that some States are proposing cuts to private and parochial
school scholarships that have a proven record of improving student
achievements. Therefore, the Committee discourages the Depart-
ment from awarding any new funding under this program to grant-
ees in States who are proposing such cuts.

Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math (STEM) and Com-
puter Science Granis.—In addition, within the total for EIR, the
Committee recommendation includes $87,000,000 for STEM edu-
cation, including computer science, the same as the fiscal year 2023
enacted level.
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American History and Civies Academies

The Committee provides $3,000,000 for American History and
Civics Academies, which is the same as the fiscal year 2023 en-
acted level. This program supports academies for teachers and high
school students to strengthen their knowledge on American history,
Civic, and government education.

American History and Civies National Activities

The Committee does not provide funding for these competitive
grants. The Committee is concerned that the Department is using
these grants to push divisive ideology onto school children, such as
the widely discredited 1619 project. The Committee notes that the
most recent Nation’s Report Card scores found only 13 percent of
vighth graders were proficient in U.S. history and only 22 percent
proficient in civics. This program has become over-politicized under
the current Administration and fails to sufficiently addres the edu-
cational needs of students.

Charter Schools Granis

The Committes provides $450,000,000 for Charter School Pro-
gram (CSP) Grants, which 1s $10,000,000 above the fiscal year
2023 enacted level.

The Charter Schools Grants program awards grants to State
Educational Agencies (SEAs) or, if a State's SEA chooses not to
participate, to charter school developers to support the develop-
ment and initial implementation of public charter schools. State
Facilities Incentive Erants and Credit Enhancement for Charter
School Facilities awards help charter schools obtain adequate
school facilities. These programs work in tandem to support the de-
velopment and operation of charter schools.

The Committee believes that increased funding for CSP is
strongly supported by recent research and data on charter school
performance, on parental demand for charter schools, and on the
continuing needs of the charter school sector for adequate facilities.

The Committee notes that high-quality charter schools continue
to yield strong academic results, especially for students from low-
income families and students of color. A 2020 Harvard study found
greater academic gains for students in charter schools, with the dif-
ference amounting to almost an additional half year of learning for
students in charter schools over the course of the study, and the
most significant gains found for Black and low-income students.
Additionally, a 2021 meta-analysis of three decades of research,
conducted by the National Institute of Economic Research, found
that charter schools located in urban areas boost student test
scores, particularly those of Black, Hispanic, and low-income stu-
dents, that charter school attendance is associated with inereases
in college enrollment and voting, and that the presence of a charter
school can have a beneficial influence on mneighboring public
schools. Recognizing these impacts, the Congressional Black Cau-
cus Institute’'s (CBCI) 21st Century Council 2023 Annual Report
su%?orts the CSP’s effectiveness in leveling the playing field for
public charter schools, including through equal treatment of public
charter schools as public schools and expanding access to public
charter schools. CBCI also identifies the need for the CSP to sup-
port charter schools in the facilities financing hurdles they face.
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The Committee also notes that parental support for charter
schools is strong. A 2022 Harris poll found that three in four par-
ents support expanding the number of slots in charter schools in
their communities, and the same percentage said that they would
consider sending their child to a charter school if one were avail-
able. Further, 84 percent of parents responding to the poll stated
that, whether or not they would choose a charter school for their
child, charter schools should be available for parents who would.
The Committee also notes that the Department’s 2023 Report on
the Condition of Education found that between fall 2019 and fall
2020, while traditional public-school enrollment decreased by 4 per-
cent, public charter school enrollment increased by 7 percent.

Finally, the Committee notes that charter schools consistently
lack sufficient resources for their facilities. In 2021, the GAO high-
lighted that a failure to find facilities is one of the main reasons
that charter schools fail to open, The Committee increases funding
for facilities by $5,000,000 over the fiscal year 2023 enacted level.
The Committee recognizes that flexibility for grantees allows great-
er allocation of funds for technical assistance and support to edu-
cators to open schools and to expand uses for facility funds.

Magnet Schools Assistance

Due to funding constraints, the Committee does not provide
funding for these competitive grants.

Teacher and School Leader Incentive Grants

Due to funding constraints, the Committee does not provide
funding for these competitive grants.

Ready to Learn Television

The Committee does not provide funding for this program. Fund-
ing for the Corporation for Public Broadcasting supports similar
programming.

Supporting Effective Educator Development

The Committee does not provide funding for these competitive
grants. The Committee is unaware of any findings demonstrating
that these granits have improved teacher quality or student
achievement. Additionally, the Committee is concerned that school
districts are using these Federal funds to train teachers in divisive
ideology.

Arts in Education

The Committee does not provide funding for these competitive
grants, The Committee believes that considering the continued de-
cline of public-school performance and student achievement across
the country, funding provided by the Department should be focused
on core education such as reading, writing, and math.

Javits Gifted and Talented Education

The Committee does not provide funding for these competitive
grants. The Committee is concerned that the Department’s focus on
equity within the gifted and talented competitive grant programs
further divides American students and leaves them less prepared
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to compete in a challenging global economy. The Committee be-
lieves mifted and talent programs should be merit based.

Statewide Family Engagemeni Centers

The Committee does not provide funding for these competitive
grants. The Committee is concerned that despite the millions of
dollars appropriated for these grants in recent years, there is no
evidence that the grants have fostered trusting relationships be-
tween families and schools. In fact, the country witnessed the dete-
rioration of that relationship during and in the aftermath of the
dCOVID pandemic for reasons these grants are not designed to ad-

ress.

SAFE SCHOOLS AND CITIZENSHIP EDUCATION

Appropriation, fiscal Year 2023 .......ccvceermaiermresresessaerississsssenssananss $457,000,000
Budget request, fiscal year 2024 .........cccoocciiinnriiicniiscns s 1,075,000,000
Committee Recommendation ........c.ceeciessscessssssasssssssoresmsassnsasanns 316,000,000
Change from enacted 1evel ........cemriimiecinesninrinerrressiins -141,000,000
Change from budget request ... . .cocorcriiecnen R s el - 759,000,000

This appropriation account includes programs authorized under
parts of Title IV of the ESEA.

Promise Neighborhoods

The Committee does not provide funding for these competitive
grants. The Committee notes that this program provides neighbor-
hood social services such as healthcare, counseling, and job train-
ing that are duplicative of other free and subsidized government
programs that serve the same population. The Committee believes
the core role of the Department should be to support local school
districts in educating children in areas such as reading, writing,
and math. The Committee also believes that these initiatives to
broaden the role and influence of schools in a child’s upbringing,
in some cases, can present a negative impact on parental rights
and decrease parental responsibility.

School Safety National Activities

The Committee provides $216,000,000 for School Safety National
Activities, which is the same as the fiscal year 2023 enacted level.
The Committee’s recommendation provides up to $5,000,000 for the
Project School Emergency Response to Violence (Project SERV) pro-
gram. The Project SERV program provides counseling and referral
to mental health services as well as other education-related serv-
ices to LEAs and IHEs in which the learning environment has been
disrupted by a violent crisis or natural disaster.

The Committee provides $25,000,000 for the Mental Health Serv-
ices Professional Demonstration Grants program. The Committee
also provides $25,000,000 for the School-Based Mental Health
Services Grants program with the requirements established in the
explanatory statement accompanying PL 116-94, including that no
less than 50 percent of grants support LEA recipients, that awards
include a 25 percent match from grantees, and that the awards do
not supplant existing mental health funding. The Committee notes
that this is a decrease from the fiscal year 2023 enacted level, as
the Bipartisan Safety and Communities Act (PL 117-159) provides
$100,000,000 each fiscal year over fiscal years 2022-2026 to =up-
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port each program. The Department is directed to provide quar-
terly obligation and expenditure reports to the Committee for each
program funded in such Act.

ESSER Funds Uses.—The Committee directs the Department to
clarify in updated guidance no later than 90 days after enactment
of this Act that the following are eligible uses of ESSER funds:
video surveillance; student monitoring; updated doors, locks, and
window panels; mental health training; information technology
that is able to transmit a text or video notification; crowd flow se-
curity technology; removable, semi-permanent, or permanent bar-
riers or shields; traffic pattern analytic software.

School Infrastructure—The Committee provides $161,000,000 for
a new competitive grant program to help meet schools’ security in-
frastructure needs. This includes hard infrastructure such as locks,
metal detectors, or other deterrent measures; school resource offi-
cers and security personnel; and training for students, school per-
sonnel, and local law enforcement to recognize the early signs of vi-
olence and to respond to emergency situations. The Committee re-
quests a briefing within 90 days of enactment of this Act on Iplans
for carrying out the school infrastructure competitive grants, In ad-
dition, the Department shall provide notice to the Committees at
least seven days before any notice of funding opportunity is pub-
lished or any grantees for a new competition are announced.

Full-Service Community Schools

The Committee provides $100,000,000 for Full-Service Commu-
nity Schools, which is $50,000,000 less than the fiscal year 2023
enacted level and $268,000,000 below the budget request. This pro-
gram makes competitive grants to support school-based comprehen-
sive services for students, families, antf communities,

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ACQUISITION

Appropriation, fiscal year 2023 ........ $890,000,000
Budget request, fiscal year 2024 1,195,000,000
Committee Recommendation ... iy
Change from enacted level — 890,000,000
Change from budget request 1,195,000,000

Due to fundin% constraints, the Committee does not provide
funding for these formula and competitive grants.

SPECIAL EDUCATION

Appropriation, fiscal year 2023 ........ $15,453,264,000
Budget request, fiscal year 2024 .. ? 18,179,373,000
Committee Recommendation ........ & 15,453,264,000
Change from enacted level ..., ———
Change from budget request ............... —2,726,109,000

These grants help States and localities pay for a free, appropriate
education for students with disabilities aged 3 through 21.

Intervener Services.—The Committee encourages the Department
to make technical assistance available to SEAs and LEAs in mat-
ters related to supporting students who are deafblind to address
the unique needs of these students. In addition, the Committee en-
courages the Department to provide technical assistance to SEAs
and LEAs seeking to facilitate the availability of intervener serv-
ices at State and local levels when such services are deemed nec-
essary in a child with a disability’s individualized education pro-
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gram, so that such students who are deafblind have access to infor-
mation, communication, and interaction in eduecational environ-
ments.

Grants to States

The Committee provides $14,193,704,000 for Part B Grants to
States, which is the same ag the fiscal year 2023 enacted level.
This program provides formula grants to assist States in meeting
the costs of providing special education and related services to chil-
dren with disabilities. States generally transfer most of the funds
to LEAs; however, they can reserve some funds for program moni-
toring, technical assistance, and other related activities. In order to
be eligible for funds, States must make free appropriate public edu-
cation available to all children with disabilities.

Preschool Grants

The Committee provides $420,000,000 for Preschool Grants,
which is the same as the fiscal year 2023 enacted level. These
funds provide additional assistance to States to help them make
free, appropriate public education available to children with dis-
abilities ages 3 through 5.

Grants for Infants and Families

The Committee provides $540,000,000 for Grants for Infants and
Families, which is the same as the fiscal year 2023 enacted level.
These funds provide additional assistance to States to help them:
make free, appropriate public education available to children with
disabilities from birth through age 2. The Committee continues bill
language to promote the continuity of services for eligible infants
and their families.

IDEA Nutional Activities

The Committee provides $263,560,000 for IDEA National Activi-
ties, which is the same as the fiscal year 2023 enacted level. The
IDEA National Activities programs support State efforts to improve
early intervention and education results for children with disabil-
ities.

Educational Technology, Media, and Materials—The Committee
provides $31,433,000 for Educational Technology, Media, and Mate-
rials, which is the same as the fiscal year 2023 enacted level. This
program makes competitive grants to support the development,
demonstration, and use of technology and educational media activi-
ties of educational value to children with disabilities. The Com-
mittee encourages the Department to expand this program’s reach
to students with disabilities in higher education, given the value
that exists to both K-12 and higher education through educational
technology improvements and the importance of providing seamless
pathways for students with disabilities to improve their completion
of postsecondary education.

arent  Information  Centers.—The Committee provides
$33,152,000 for Parent Information Centers, which is the same as
the fiscal year 2023 enacted level, This program makes awards to
parent organizations to support Parent Training and Information
Centers, including community parent resource centers. These cen-
ters provide training and information to meet the needs of parents
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of children with disabilities living in the areas served by the cen-
ters, particularly underserved parents and parents of children who
may be inappropriately identified. Technical assistance is also pro-
vided under this program for developing, assisting, and coordi-
nating centers receiving assistance under this program.

Personnel Preparation.—The Committee provides $115,000,000
for Personnel Preparation, which is the same as the fiscal year
2023 enacted level. This program supports competitive grants to
help address State-identified needs for qualified personnel to work
with children with disabilities, and to ensure that those personnel
have the necessary skills and knowledge to serve children with spe-
cial needs. Awards focus on addressing the need for leadership and
personnel to serve low-incidence populations. The Committee is
concerned about a shortage of teachers of deaf students and urges
the Department to consider revisiting policy changes it has made
in recent years which may have exacerbated this problem.

Special Olympics Education Programs.—The Committee provides
$36,000,000 for Special Olympics Education Programs, which is the
same as the fiscal year 2023 enacted level, to support activities au-
thorized hy the Special Olympics Sport and Empowerment Act, in-
cluding Project UNIFY. This funding supports efforts to expand
Special Olympics programs and the design and implementation of
Special Olympics education programs that can be integrated into
classroom instruction and are consistent with academic content
standards.

State  Personnel Development.—The Committee provides
$38,630,000 for State Personnel Development, which is the same as
the fiscal year 2023 enacted level. This program supports grants to
States to assist with improving personnel preparation and profes-
sional development related to early intervention and educational
and transition services that improve outcomes for students with
disabilities.

Technical Assistance and Dissemination.—The Committee pro-
vides $45,345,000 for Technical Assistance and Dissemination,
which is the same as the fiscal year 2023 enacted level. Funding
supports technical assistance, demonstration projects, and informa-
tion dissemination. These funds support efforts by State and local
educational agencies, IHEs, and other entities to build State and
local capacity to improve results for children with disabilities.

HEHABILITATION SERVICES

Appropriation, fiscal year 2023 ..., ieees $4,092,906,000
Budget request, fiscal year 2024 ........cceriievmennvennieiiemssnnmssesesenires 4,405,533,000
Committee Recommendation ... e 4,397,033,000

Change from enacted level ................. TRy TR S +304,127,000

Change from budget request ..........ccccce.. -8,500,000

The programs in this account are authorized by the Rehabilita-
tion Act of 1973 and the Helen Keller National Center Act.

Randolph-Sheppard Program.—The Committee directs the De-
partment to provide participants in the Randolph-Sheppard Pro-
gram with technical assistance and support in applying for funding
op%ortunities available under the Office of Special Education and
Rehabilitative Services (OSERS). In addition, the Committee en-
courages the Department to use amounts available for evaluation
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and technical assistance under OSERS to study the Randolph-
Sheppard Program.

Vocational Rehabilitation (VR) State Grants

The Committee provides $4,253,834,000 in mandatory funding
for Vacational Rehabilitation State Grants.

This program supports vocational rehabilitation services through
formula grants to States. These grants support a wide range of
services designed to help persons with physical and mental disabil-
ities prepare for and engage in gainful employment to the extent
of their capabilities. Emphasi= is placed on providing vocational re-
habilitation services to persons with the most significant disabil-
ities. The Committee’s recommendation provides the cost-of-living
adjustment for Vocational Rehabilitation Grants to States, as au-
thorized.

Client Assistance State Grants

The Committee provides $13,000,000 for Client Assistance State
Grants, which is the same as the fiscal year 2023 enacted level.
Client Assistance State Grants support services for eligible individ-
uals and applicants of the VR State Grants program, and other
programs, projects, and services funded under the Rehabilitation
Act. These formula grants are used to help persons with disabilities
overcome problems with the service delivery system and improve
their understanding of services available to them under the Reha-
hilitation Act.

Training

The Committee provides %29,388,000 for the Training program,
which is the same as the fiscal year 2023 enacted level. The pro-
gram supports long-term and short-term training, in-service per-
sonnel training, and training of interpreters for deaf persons.
Projects in a broad array of disciplines are funded to ensure that
skilled personnel are available to serve the vocational needs of per-
sons with disabilities. Funds are included to fully support continu-
ation costs for grants made in prior years.

Demonstration and Training Programs

The Committee provides $5,796,000 for Demonstration and
Training Programs, which is the same as the fiscal year 2023 en-
acted level. These programs authorize competitive grants to public
and private organizations to support demonstrations, direct serv-
ices, and related activities for persons with disabilities.

National Consortium of Interpreter Education Centers (NCIEC)
and Regional Interpreter Education Centers (RIEC).—The Com-
mittee commends the work by the Rehabilitation Services Adminis-
tration to create resources for deaf, hard of hearing, and deal-blind
individuals and commends their support of special needs and sen-
sory disabled persons. In addition, the Committee recognizes the
positive impact the NCIEC and RIEC have had on the deaf, hard
of hearing, and deaf-blind community through a variety of edu-
cational resources, interpreter development programs, and special-
ized services.
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Protection and Advocacy of Individual Rights

The Committee provides $20,150,000 for Protection and Advocacy
of Individual Rights, which is the same as the fiscal year 2023 en-
acted level. Grants are awarded to entities that have the authority
to pursue legal, administrative, and other appropriate remedies to
protect and advocate for the rights of persons with disabilities.

Supported Employment State Grants

The Committee provides $22,548,000 for Supported Employment
State Grants, which is the same as the ﬁscal; year 2023 enacted
level. These formula grants assist States in developing collabo-
rative programs with public agencies and nonprofit agencies for
training and post-employment services leading to supported em-
ployment. In supported employment programs, persons with the
most significant cﬁsabilities are given special supervision and as-
sistance to enable them to work in integrated settings.

Services for Older Blind Individuals

The Committee provides $33,317,000 for Services for Older Blind
Individuals, which is the same as the fiscal year 2023 enacted
level. Funds are distributed to States according to a formula based
on the population of individuals who are 55 or older and provide
support for services to persons 55 years old or over whose severe
visual impairment makes gainful employment extremely difficult to
obtain, but for whom independent living goals are feasible.

Helen Keller National Center

The Committee provides $19,000,000 for the Helen Keller Na-
tional Center for Deaf-Blind Youth and Adults, which is the same
as the fiscal year 2023 enacted level. These funds are used for the
operation of a national center that provides intensive services for
deaf-blind individuals and their families at Sands Point, New York,
and a network of ten regional offices that provide referral, coun-
s%ing, transition services, and technical assistance to service pro-
viders.

SPECIAL INSTITUTIONS FOR PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES
Appropriation, fiscal year 2023 ..., SR A e $301,292,000

Budget request, fiscal year 2024 ........c.coovviiiiiniiiininiinneesss e 301,292,000
Committee Recommendation ....... 301,292,000
Change from enacted level ........iininisisinsisens -——
Change from budget request .........c s -
AMERICAN PRINTING HOUSE FOR THE BLIND
Appropriation, fiscal year 2023 ......cocccvrerrerrerisnsrssrsssssssssresrsssssssrasens $43,431,000
Budget request, fiscal year 2024 ... ... 5 43,431,000
Committee Recommendation ......... .. A S AP P e o 43,431.000
Change from enacted level ..........ccoceeennn -
Change from budget request .............. —-———

This funding subsidizes the production of educational materials
for legally blind persons enrolled in pre-college programs. The
American Printing House for the Blind (Printing House), which is
chartered by the Commonwealth of Kentucky, manufactures, and
maintains an inventory of educational materials in accessible for-
mats that are distributed free of charge to schools and States based
on the number of blind students in each State. The Printing House
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also conducts research and field activities to inform educators
about the availability of materials and how to use them.

The Committee provides $43,431,000 to meet the resources nec-
essary to develop and distribute assistive technologies, books in ac-
cessible formats and specially designed educational aids that will
allow students who are blind or visually impaired to fully partici-
pate in and benefit from education programs. In addition, within
amounts provided for the Printing House, the Committee includes
$5,000,000, an increase of $3,500,000 over the fiscal year 2023 en-
acted level, to support additional field testing and initial production
and distribution u? an innovative braille and tactile display product
developed by the Printing House and its partners.

Center for Assistive dechnnlogy Training.—Within the amount

rovided for the Printing House, the Committee includes
ES,OO0,000, which is the same as the fiscal year 2023 enacted level,
to continue the successful Center for Assistive Technology Training
regional partnership with its current partner as the lead agent for
program expansion.

NATIONAL TECHNICAL INSTITUTE FOR THE DEAF

Appropriation, fiscal vear 2023 ...... $92,500,000
Budget request, fiscal year 2024 ... 92,500,000
Committee Recommendation . 92,500,000

Change from enacted level .............. -———
Change from budget request ... coeneemenei i, -

Congress established the National Technical Institute for the
Deaf (Institute) in 1965 to provide a residential facility for postsec-
ondary technical training and education for deaf persons with the
purpose of promoting the employment of these individuals, The In-
stitute also conduets applied research and provides training related
to various aspects of deafness. The Secretary of Education admin-
isters these activities through a contract with the Rochester Insti-
tute of Technology in Rochester, New York.

Regional STEM Center,—Within the amount provided for the In-
stitute, the Committee includes $9,500,000 to continue the Insti-
tute’s highly successful Regional STEM Center with its current
partner as the lead agent for program expansion.

GALLAUDET UNIVERSITY

Appropriation, fiscal year 2023 ...t mitieiisimasit b ssne $165,361,000
Budget request, fiscal year 2024 ... e 166,361,000
Committee Recommendation ... o 165,361,000
Change from enacted level ...... ———
Change from budget request

Gallaudet is a private, non-profit educational institution Feder-
ally chartered in 1864 providing elementary, secondary, under-
graduate, and continuing education for deaf persons In addition,
the University offers graduate programs in fields related to deaf-
ness for deaf and hearing students, conducts research on deafness.
and provides public service programs for deaf persons.

Early Learning Acquisition Project.—Within the amount pro-
vided, the Committee includes $8,500,000 to continue and expand
the current regional partnership through the Early Learning Ac-
quisition Project with the current partner as the lead agent for pro-
gram expansion.
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CAREER, TECHNICAL, AND ADULT EDUCATION

Appropriation, fiscal year 2023 s $2,191,436,000
Budget request, fiscal year 2024 ........... e A 2,447,900,000
Committee Recommendation ...t e 2,191,436,000
Change from enacted level ......iioiieimeneimeesiinannees i -
Change from budget reqUESE ......c.cccueeeeieieeceeerinsssssersisereesnesses -9258,464,000

This account includes vocational education programs authorized
by the Carl D. Perkins Career and Technical Education Act of
2006, as recently reauthorized by the Strengthening Career and
Technical Education for the 21st Century Act, and the Adult Edu-
cation and Family Literacy Act (AEFLA).

Career and Technical Education: State Grants

The Committee provides $1,429,848.000 for Career and Technical
Education (CTE) State Grants, which is the same as the fiscal year
2023 enacted level.

State Grants support a variety of career and technical education
programs developed in accordance with the State plan. This pro-
gram focuses Federal resources on institutions with high concentra-
tions of low-income students. The populations assisted by State
Grants range {rom secondary students in prevocational courses to
adults who need retraining to adapt to changing technological and
labor markets.

National Programs

The Committee provides $32,421,000 for National Programs,
which is the same as the fiscal year 2023 enacted level. This pro-
gram supports the conduct and dissemination of research in career
and technical education.

Career-Connected High Schools,—Within amounts for CTE Na-
tional Programs, the Committee includes $25,000,000, the same as
the fiscal year 2023 enacted level, and bill language supporting Ca-
reer-Connected High Schools. The Committee encourages the De-
partment to prioritize applications that establish plans with State
agencies to improve policy and program alignment between K-12,
higher education, and workforce systems, including through State-
wide credit transfer agreements and alignment of high school grad-
uation requirements with college entrance requirements. In making
awards under this program, the Department is directed to
prioritize awards to eligible recipients serving students from lim-
ited-English proficient communities, specifically Spanish speaking
communities, with established partnerships with employers and
Hispanic Serving Institutions, located in States with a high num-
ber of Federally-recognized tribes.

Cybersecurity Skills.—The Committee recognizes the cybersecu-
rity threats facing our nation’s critical infrastructure sectors and
the need for workers in these industries, including those who oper-
ate cyber physical systems, to be equipped with skills to keep sys-
tems secure. The Committee acknowledges that many of these op-
erators are educated through CTE programs that do not incor-
porate cybersecurity skills, Therefore, the Committee encourages
the Secretary to support CTE programs that integrate cybersecu-
rity into curricula used by students preparing for careers in critical
infrastructure sectors.
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Youth Entrepreneurship and Financial Literacy.—The Committee
recognizes the importance of preparing our students for the 21st
century workforce through CTE programs, including entrepreneur-
ship and financial literacy. The Committee is supportive of efforts
to provide technical assistance and make resources available to
help LEAs and IHEs prepare students for successful employment
and attain high-skilled jobs through the implementation of entre-

preneurship and financial literacy programs during and after
achool.

Adult Education State Grants

The Committee provides $715,455,000 for Adult Basic and Lit-
eracy Education State Grants, which is the same as the fiscal year
2023 enacted level. State formula grants, authorized under the
AEFLA, support programs to enable adults to acquire basic literacy
skills, to enable those who so desire to complete secondary edu-
cation, and to make available to adults the means to become more
employable, productive, and responsible vitizens.

The Committee encourages the Department to encourage States
to use their adult education funds for workforce development initia-
tives that provide bilingual education and skills training for careers
in high demand and that reach low-income, unemployed, and
under-employed individuals who live in third-class cities and rural
areas. These programs should collaborate with area community col-
I%ges gnd traning programs and have a broad network throughout
their State.

Adult Education National Leadership Activities

The Committee provides $13,712,000 for National Leadership Ac-
tivities, which is the same as the fiscal year 2023 enacted Fevel.
This program supports applied research, development, dissemina-
tion, evaluation, and program improvement efforts to strengthen
the guality of adult education services.

STUDENT FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

Appropriation, fiseal year 2023 ......covvvenieiinsmnesinse s $24,615,352,000
Budget request, fiscal year 2024 AR A A R A A A A 26,415,3562,000
Cornmittes ReoamMMendation ... .o s isssisirmmssivissssssvrisssossmarssivn 22,475,362,000
Change from enacted level i .. —2,140,000,000
Change from budget request ..., —3,940,000,000

Pell Grants

The Committee provides $22,475,352,000 in discretionary fund-
ing for the Pell Grant program, which is the same as the fiscal year
2023 enacted level. These funds will suppurt Pell Grants to stu-
dents for the 2024-2025 award year.

Combined with mandatory funding streams, the Committee rec-
smmendation supports a total maximum Pell Grant of $7,395 for
the 2024-2025 award year, the same as the fiscal year 2023 en-
acted level.

Pell Grants help to ensure access to educational and economic
opportunities for low- and middle-income students by providing
need-based financial assistance. Grants are determined according
to a statutory formula, which considers income, assets, household
size, and the number of family members in college, among other
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factors. Pell Grants are the foundation of Federal postsecondary
student aid programs.

Outreach Activities.—The Committee encourages the Department
of Education to provide outreach activities to current and prospec-
tive students nfp higher education to improve early awareness of
Pell Grants and other available forms of aid, including outreach to
students as early as middle school. The Committee also encourages
the Department to work with States, including State grant aid
agencies, to provide technical assistance on recent legislative
changes to the Federal Need Analysis Methodology.

Federal Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grants

The Committee does not provide funding for the Federal Supple-
mental Educational Opportunity Grants program. Within Student
Financial Assistance, l:ge Committee recommendation prioritizes
funding for Pell Grants, which follow students to the school they
choose and are the foundation of Federal student aid.

Federal Work-Study

The Committee does not provide funding for the Federal Work-
Study program. Within Student Financial Assistance, the Com-
mittee recommendation prioritizes funding for Pell Grants, which
follow students to the school they choose and are the foundation of
Federal student aid.

90/ 10 Rule.—The 90/10 rule under the HEA requires proprietary
institutions of higher education to derive at least 10 percent of
their tuition and fee revenue from non-Title IV sources. In October
2022, the Department updated the rule to include other Federal
education assistance funds from other federal agencies, not just
Title IV funds, as required by PL 117-2. The rule is effective July
1, 2028, for institutional fiscal years that begin on or after January
1, 2023, such that some institutions were required to comply start-
ing January 1. The Committee is aware that some commenters
raised questions about this timing and asked for clarification on
the statutory authority the Department used to determine the tim-
ing. Others questioned the rule’s requirement that institutions can-
not count as non-Federal revenue the funds they get from distance
learning programs that are ineligible for Title IV funds, for calcu-
lating 90/10 compliance. They noted that distance learning is a val-
uable form of education. The Committee notes with concern the De-
partment’s continued overreach in its decision to exclude Title IV
ineligible distance education in its revenue calculation. Given the
complexities of the rule and its significant effects on proprietary in-
stitutions and students, the Committee expects the Department to
ensure it provides clear communication and information on these
regulations.

orrower Defense.—In November, the Department issued a final
rule that makes extensive changes to federal student loan pro-
grams and carries an estimated $72 billion cost to taxpayers, ac-
cording to the rule’s cost-benefit analysis. It is effective July 1,
2023. Part of the rule makes significant changes to the borrower
defense to repayment regulations, setting new standards for deter-
mining whether Federal student loan borrowers’ loans can be dis-
charged because the borrowers were provided misleading or fraudu-
lent information by their school. Despite the magnitude of the pro-
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posed changes and costs, the Department provided only 30 days for
the public to comment on the proposed rule, The Committee also
notes that some commenters argued the Department lacks the stat-
utory authority to do this rulemaking, and that the underlying
statute does not provide a clear authorization for the Department
to make such sweeping, costly changes. The Committee includes
new legislative language prohibiting funding for implementing the
final borrower defense to repayment regulations.

STUDENT A1D ADMINISTRATION

Appropriation, fiscal year 2023 _.......
Budget request, fiscal year 2024 | 2,654,034,000
Committee Recommendation ........ , 1,769,207,000
Change from enacted level ... camemmminimommempicsss — 264,736,000
Change from budget Tequest ........c.iiiniininniisiesessssissnnens —B84,827,000

Programs administered under the Student Aid Administration
(SAA) include Pell Grants, campus-based programs, Teacher Edu-
cation Assistance for College and Higher Education grants, and
Federal student loan programs.

Salaries and Expenses.—Within the total provided for SAA, the
Committee provides $794,207,000 for salaries and expenses, which
is $264,736,000 less than the fiscal year 2023 enacted level.

Loan Servicing Actiwities.—Within the total provided for SAA,
the Committee provides $975,000,000 for Loan Servicing Activities,
which is the same as the fiscal year 2023 enacted level.

Enforcement Activities.—In 2021, the Department established an
Enforcement Office within Federal Student Aid. The Committee is
aware of concerns that the Enforcement Office is targeting propri-
etary schools, rather than investigating all institutions of higher
education. The Committee directs the Department to provide the
Committees with a briefing on the Office’s investigations work, par-
ticularly its targeted, proactive investigations nm? the resources al-
located for such activities, including across different sectors of high-
er education, within 90 days of enactment of this Act. Such briefing
ghould include information on the Office’s methods for prioritizing
investigations. Additionally, the Committee requests that the De-
partment include, in the fiscal year 2025 congressional justifica-
tion, information on the number of staff in the Enforcement Office
as of the end of each fiscal year since it was established.

Executive Overreach on Student Loans.—The Committee notes
the Supreme Court’s June 2023 decision to overturn the Depart-
ment’s Federal student loan cancellation plan, which the Depart-
ment announced in August 2022. The Committee was troubled by
what it viewed as cgregious executive overreach by the Department
regarding Federal student loans. The Department’s unprecedented
de%t cancellation plan was unfair to the millions of Americans who
already paid back their Federal student loans, who worked their
way through college or chose a less expensive school to avoid bor-
rowing, and who did not go to college. The Congressional Budget
Office (CBO) estimated it would cost taxpayersanOO billion. Such
loan forgiveness would have been inflationary, adding to the infla-
tion burden Americans have had to endure.

The Committee also is aware of the forthcoming return to repay-
ment and notes that it has been more than three years since bor-
rowers have had to make payments on their Federal student loans.

$2,033,943,000
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The Department repeatedly delayed the return to loan repayment,
which generated uncertainty and undermined a timely and orderly
restart of loan payments. The pause in payments also has cost tax-
payers an estimated $5 billion per month. More than once the De-
partment announced it was extending the repayment pause for a
final time, only to extend it again. The Committee notes that the
Administration said the payment pauses were for providing finan-
cial relief to borrowers, in light of the COVID pamfemjc. However,
economists at the University of Chicago recently published a study,
“Debt Moratoria: Evidence from Student Loan Forbearance,” that
found that though borrowers had more liquidity during the pause,
they did not use it to pay down other debt but instead took on more
credit card, mortgage, and auto debt. In support of the return to
repayment, the Committee includes new legislative language pro-
hibiting funding from being used for the Department’s loan can-
cellation plan, further extensions of the repayment pause, or a
similar action, Additionally, the Committee is concerned by the De-
partment’s intent to pursue a repayment pause by another means,
by removing some of the consequences of nonpayment for an entire
year, even though the return to repayment will have begun. There-
fore, the Committee includes legislative language prohibiting fund-
ing for such actions.

Similarly, the Committee is concerned by the Department’s final
rule on income-driven repayment (IDR), issued in June 2023. The
proposed rule would make IDR more generous, including by cutting
undergraduate loan payments in half, by reducing from 10 percent
to 5 percent the amount of income a borrower must pay. Taxpayers
expect that Federal student loans will be paid back, but the De-
partment’s proposal would further erode this principle and risk
turning Federal student loans largely into untargeted grants for
many borrowers. CBO estimated that the Department’s IDR pro-
posed rule would cost taxpayers $276 billion over the 2023-2033
period, assuming the Supreme Court invalidated the Department’s
debt cancellation plan, which has now occurred. The recommenda-
tion for Student Aid Administration reflects the Committee’s strong
concerns with the Department’s pervasive executive overreach in
relation to the Federal student loan portfolio. The Committee in-
cludes new legislative language to prohibit funding from being used
to implement the Department’s IDR rulemaking.

Gainful Employment.—The Committee notes the importance of
accountability in higher education, to safeguard taxpayer dollars
and to ensure students receive a return on their investment in
postsecondary education. However, the Department has bypassed
Congress on this matter and instead proposed sweeping regulatory
changes on gainful employment and other accountability issues in
its May 2023 proposed rule, “Financial Value Transparency- and
Gam.fu.i' Employment (GE), Financial Responsibility, Administrative
Capability, Certification Procedures, Ability to Benefit (AB).” The
proposed GE framework pertains to programs at proprietary insti-
tutions of higher education and non-degree programs at public and
nonprofit institutions. The Committee emphasizes concerns that
have been raised regarding the Department’s proposal, including
that it would use flawed metrics to assess the quality of programs
that institutions offer. Institutions that do not meet the Depart-
ment’s proposed GE test could become ineligible to receive Federal
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student financial aid. Among the other issues raised are that the
proposal would impose unreasonable administrative burdens on in-
stitutions, which could result in higher costs and therefore under-
mire the goal of lowering the costs of postsecondary education for
students. Additionally, concerns have been raised that other parts
of the Department’s proposal would be detrimental to online learn-
ing programs, reducing access and opportunities for students who
value the flexibilities of this form of learning.

Public Service Loan Forgiveness.—Within 90 days of enactment
of this Act, the Committee directs the Department to provide a
written report detailing its efforts to implement recent changes
that allow California and Texas physicians to utilize the Public
Service Loan Forgiveness program. The report should include the
guidance provided to eligible California and Texas physician appli-
cants and a detailed summary of the number of submitted and ap-
gsgged physician applicants that have utilized the program in

Quarterly Briefings.—The Department is directed to provide
quarterly briefings to the Committees on general progress related
to Federal student loan servicing contracts and the transition to
the Unified Servicing and Data Solution.

Reallocation of Funds.—Any reallocation of funds between ad-
ministrative costs and servicing activities within this account
should be treated as a reprogramming of funds, and the Depart-
ment is directed to notify the Committees in advance of any such
changes.

Spend Plans.—Not later than 60 days after enactment of this
Act, the Committee directs the Department to provide a detailed
spend plan of anticipated uses of funds made available in this ac-
count for fiscal year 2024 and provide quarterly updates on this
plan (including contracts awarded, change orders, bonuses paid to
staff, reorganization costs, and any other activity carried out using
amounts provided under this heading for fiscal year 2024). The De-
partment is expected to conduct briefings with appropriate subject
matter experts made available to answer questions on these topics.

HIGHER EDUCATION

Appropriation, fiscal year 2023 ..o s $3,526,037,000
Budget request, fiscal year 2024 .. 3,986,621,000
Committee Recommendation .... 2,767,239,000
Change from enacted level .... — 758,798,000
Change from budget request . —1,219,382.000

Aid for Institutional Development
Strengthening Institulions

The Strengthening Institutions program under Part A of title III
of the Higher Education Act supports competitive grants for gen-
eral operating subsidies to institutions with below average edu-
cational and general expenditures per student and significant per-
centages of low-income students. Funds may be used for faculty
and academic program development, management, joint use of li-
braries and laboratories, acquisition of equipment, and student
services, _ 2

The Committee provides $122,070,000 for Strengthening Institu-
tions program, the same as the fiscal year 2023 enacted level. For
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any new award competition, the Committee directs the Department
to establish a competitive preference priority for eligible institu-
tions with needs for developing and improving academic programs
or construction, maintenance, and related improvements in class-
rooms, laboratories, and other instructional facilities, that are with-
in the geographic area of the Delta Regional Authority (7 U.S.C.
2009aa et seq.), the Northern Border Regional Commission (40
U.S.C. 15101 et seq.), and the Appalachian Regional Commission
(40 U.S.C. 14101 et seq.).

Developing Hispanic-Serving Institutions

The Committee provides $227,751,000 for the Developing His-
panic-Serving [nstitutions (HSI) program, the same as the fiscal
year 2023 enacted level.

The Developing HSIs program provides operating subsidies to
schools that serve at least 25 percent Hispanic students. Funds
may be used for faculty and academic program development, man-
agement, joint use of libraries and laboratories, acquisition of
equipment, and student services.

Promoting Postbaccalaureate Opportunities for Hispanic Americans

The Committee provides $27,314,000 for the Promoting
Postbaccalaureate Opportunities for Hispanic Americans program,
the same as the fiscal year 2023 enacted level, This program pro-
vides expanded postbaccalaureate educational opportunities for the
academic attainment of Hispanic and low-income students. In addi-
tion, it expands academic offerings and enhances program quality
at IHEs educating the majority of Hispanic college students.

Strengthening Historically Black Colleges and Universities

The Committee provides $405,986,000 for Strengthening Histori-
cally Black Colleges and Universities (HBCUs), which is
$10,000,000 more than the fiscal year 2023 enacted level. This pro-
gram provides operating subsidies to accredited HBCUs that were
established prior to 1964, with the principal mission of educating
Black Americans. Funds are distributed through a formula grant
based on the enrollment of Pell Grant recipients, number of grad-
uates, and the number of graduates entering graduate or profes-
sional schools in which Black students are underrepresented.

The Committee recognizes that many students’ postsecondary
education and career goals are well-supported by programs offered
by Historically Black Committee Colleges and is supportive of ad-
vancing educational opportunities for students attending these
schools. The Committee includes additional language and addi-
tional funding for HBCUs and dedicates this increased funding for
eligible Historically Black Community Colleges.

Strengthening Historically Black Graduate Institutions

The Committee provides $100,782,000 for the Strengthening His-
torically Black Graduate Institutions program, which is the same
as the fiscal year 2023 enacted level. The program provides five-
year grants to postsecondary institutions that are specified in sec-
tion 326(e)(1) of the HEA. Institutions may use funds to build en-
dowments, provide scholarships and fellowships, and to assist stu-
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dents with the enrollment and completion of postbaccalaureate and
professional degrees.

Strengthening Predominantly Black Institutions

The Committee provides $22,300,000 for the Strengthening Pre-
dominantly Black Institutions (PBIs) program, which is the same
as the fiscal year 2023 enacted level. This program provides grants
to EBIS to mecrease their capacity to serve the academic needs of
students.

Strengthening  Asian  American and  Native  American
Pacifie-Islander-Serving Institutions

The Committee provides $18,5589,000 for the Strengthening Asian
American and Native American Pacifie-Islander-Serving Institu-
tions program, which is the same as the fiscal year 2023 enacted
level. This program provides grants to undergraduate institutions
that have an undergraduate student enrollment of at least 10 per-
cent Asian American or Native American Pacific Islander.

Strengthening Alaska Native and Native Hawaiian-Serving
Institutions

The Committee provides £24,433,000 for the Strengthening Alas-
ka Native and Native Hawaiian-Serving Institutions program,
which is the same as the fiscal year 2023 enacted level. Through
the Strengthening Alaska Native and Native Hawaiian-Serving In-
stitutions program, the Department provides grants to assist insti-
tutions of higher education in serving Alaska Native and Native
Hawaiian students.

Strengthening Native American Serving Non-Tribal Institutions

The Committee provides $11,405,000 for the Native American
Serving Non-Tribal Institutions program, which is the same as the
fiscal year 2023 enacted level. This program makes grants to IHEs
at which enrollment is at least 10 percent Native American stu-
dents and that are not Tribally Controlled Colleges or Universities.

Strengthening Tribally Controlled Colleges and Universities

The Committee provides $51,549,000 for the Strengthening Trib-
ally Controlled Colleges and Universities (TCCUs) program, which
is the same as the fiscal year 2023 enacted level. This program
makes grants to TCCUSs to increase their capacity to serve the aca-
demic needs of students.

Strengthening HBCU Masters Program

The Committee provides $19,937,000 for the Strengthening
HBCU Masters Programs, which is the same as the fiscal year
2023 enacted level. This program provides grants to specified col-
leges and universities making a substantial contribution to grad-
uate education opportunities at the Master’s level in mathematics,
engineering, the physical or natural sciences, computer science, in-
formation technology, nursing, allied health, or other scientific dis-
ciplines.



203

International Education and Foreign Language Studies

Domestic Programs

The Committee provides $35,000,000 for the Domestic Programs
of the International Education and Foreign Languages Studies pro-
Fram, which is $40,353,000 less than the fiscal year 2023 enacted
evel. Authorized by Title VI of the HEA, these programs include
National resource centers, foreign language and area studies fel-
lowships, undergraduate international studies and foreign lan-
guage programs, international research and studies projects, busi-
ness and international education projects, international business
education centers, language resource centers, American overseas
research centers, and technological innovation and cooperation for
foreign information access.

Qverseas Programs

The Committee does not provide funding for the Overseas Pro-
grams. The Committee prioritizes funding for Domestic Programs,
in support of the instruction of languages critical to national secu-
rity and other activities to advance%.s. economic interests and the
country’s global competitiveness.

Model Comprehensive Transition and Postsecondary Programs for
Students with Intellectual Disabilities

The Committee provides $13,800,000 for the Model Comprehen-
sive Transition and Postsecondary Programs for Students with In-
tellectual Disabilities (TPSID) program, which is the same as the
fiscal year 2023 enacted level. TPSID sugports grants to create
model transition programs into postsecondary education for stu-
dents with intellectual disabilities.

Minority Science and Engineering Improvement

The Committee provides $16,370,000 for the Minority Science
and Engineering Improvement Program, which is the same as the
fiscal year 2023 enacted level. This program awards grants to im-
prove mathematics, science, and engineering programs at institu-
tions serving primarily minority students and to increase the num-
ber of minority students who pursue advanced degrees and ¢areers
in those fields.

Tribally Controlled Postsecondary Career and Technical
Institutions

The Committee provides $11,953,000 for the Tribally Controlled
Postsecondary Career and Technical Institutions program, which is
the same as the fiscal year 2023 enacted level. This program
awards competitive grants to tribally controlled postsecondary ca-
reer and technical institutions to provide career and technical edu-
cation to Native American students.

Federal TRIO Programs

The Committee provides $1,191,000,000 for TRIO programs,
which is the same as the fiscal year 2028 enacted level. The TRIO
programs provide a variety of outreach and support services to en-
courage low-income, first-generation college students and individ-
uals with disabilities to enter and complete college. Discretionary
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grants of up to four or five years are awarded competitively to
THEs and other nonprofit organizations. At least two thirds of the
eligible participants in TRIO must be low-income, first-generation
college students.

Gaining FEarly Awareness and Readiness for Undergraduate
Programs

The Committee provides $388,000,000 for Gaining Early Aware-
ness and Readiness for Undergraduate Programs (GEAR UP),
which is the same as the fiscal year 2023 enacted level. GEAR UP
provides grants to States and partnerships of low-income middle
and high schools, IHEs, and community organizations to target en-
tire grades of students and give them the skills, encouragement,
and scholarships to pursue successfully postsecondary education.

The Committee continues bill language allowing the Department
to maintain the GEAR UP evaluation set-aside at 1.5 percent to
work with the GEAR UP community and grantees to standardize
data collection, including through the use of third-party data sys-
tems. Additionally, the Committee continues to direct the Depart-
ment to ensure that no request from a State Grant applicant to re-
ceive an exception to the GEAR UP scholarship (as described in
section 404E(b)(2) of the HEA) shall be denied on the basis of 34
CFR 694.14(c)(8).

Graduate Assistance in Areas of National Need

The Committee does not provide funding for the Graduate Assist-
ance in Areas of National Need (GAANN) program. This program
funds fellowships for students with high financial need and who
are studying in areas of national need. The Committee recognizes
that the kinds of fellowships provided through GAANN could be
appropriately supported through other Federal programs such as
those providing institutional aid, as well as non-Federal sources of
pustsecondary aid.

Teacher Quality Partnership Grants

The Committee does not provide funding for the Teacher Quality
Partnerships program. The Committee recognizes that States and
local communities know their specific needs regarding teacher de-
velopment and can be most responsive to changing needs in their
schools. As such, they would be an appropriate source of funding
for the kinds of teacher preparation and professional development
activities funded by this program.

Child Care Access Means Parents in School

The Committee does not provide funding for the Child Care Ac-
cess Means Parents in School program. The Committee notes that
this program has a duplicative function of programs such as the
Child Care and Development Block Grant, which supports
childeare for low-income families and for which the Committee has
provided resources.

Fund for the Improvement of Postsecondary Education

The Committee recommendation includes $79,000,000 for the
Fund for the Improvement of Postsecondary Education, which is
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$105,000,000 less than the fiscal year 2023 enacted level and
$646,000,000 below the fiscal year 2024 budget request.

FY 2024

Budget Activily Commiltse
Basic Needs Grants $5,000,0000
Centers of Excellence for Veteran Student Success Program - . 9,000,0000
HSI and LEA Partnerships ... 5 2.500,0000
Increasing Hispanic PhDs Pilot ... 2,500,0000
Postsecondary Student Success Grants 15,000,0000
Rural Postsecondary and Economic Development Grant Program 45,000,0000

Basic Needs Grants.—The Committee includes $5,000,000, which
is $5,000,000 below the fiscal year 2023 enacted level, for competi-
tive grants to institutions of higher education or consortia or sys-
tems of such institutions, for programs addressing students’ basic
needs, such as housing, food, and transportation,

Centers of Excellence for Veteran Student Success Program.—The
Committee includes $9,000,000, which is the same as the fiscal
year 2023 enacted level, to support existing and new grantees for
the Centers of Excellence for %eterans Student Success Program,
as authorized by section 873 of the HEA.

Hispanic-Serving Institutions and Local Educational Agencies
Partnerships.—In addition, the Committee recommendation in-
cludes $2,500,000 for grants to promote and support collaboration
between Hispanic-Serving Institutions and local educational agen-
cies that serve a significant number or percentage of Hispanic or
Latino students for the purpose of improving educational attain-
ment, including increasing high school graduation rates and post-
secondary enrollment, transfer and completion rates among His-
panic or Latino students, such as by strengthening pathways to
postsecondary and workforce development programs. The Depart-
ment shall also ensure such funds are used to improve educational
outcomes for English learners served by such local educational
agencies, including recently arrived English learners and long-term
English learners.

Increasing Hispanic-Serving Institutions PhDs Pilot.—The Com-
mittee recognizes that Hispanic professionals are underrepresented
in postsecondary education. The Committee includes $2,500,000 for
competitive grants to HSIs or consortiums of HSIs that award
PhDs. The Department is directed to make awards to at least four
institutions of higher education, as defined by section 101 of the
HEA, to support programs that seek to bolster Ph.D. attainment.
Grant priority wﬂ{] go to institutions with 25 percent or higher Pell
enrollment, and HSIs located in areas with 25 percent or higher
Hispanic or Latino population. Funding should be used to develop
and test new models of cross-institutional partnerships that facili-
tate the mutually reinforcing activities such as resource-sharing
learning communities, mentorship programs for PhD students,
graduate research experiences, faculty mentor capacity-building,
and other associated uses.

Additionally, the Committee requests that the Department in-
clude in the fiscal year 2025 congressional justification information
on methods, programs, and policies that have shown success in en-
couraging Hispanic and Latino students to apply for and succeed
in postsecondary education.
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Innovative Solutions.—The Committee is supportive of the De-
partment of Education exploring innovative ways to help low-in-
come students pay for college, such as matched savings programs
for Pell-eligible students,

Postsecondary Student Success Grants.—The Committee provides
$15,000,000, which is $30,000,000 below the fiscal year 2023 en-
acted level, for grants to support evidence-based activities to im-
prove postsecondary retention and completion rates, including crit-
ical persistence benchmarks. Eligible applicants may include insti-
tutions of higher education, a consortium of institutions of higher
education, Statewide systems of higher education, a non-profit or-
ganization, or any of the preceding entities in partnership with a
non-profit or business, The Committee continues to direct the Sec-
retary to carry out this program in the same manner specified in
the explanatory statement accompanying the Consolidated Appro-
priations Act, 2023.

Rural Postsecondary and Economic Development (RPED)
Grants.—The Committee is aware that although rural students
graduate from high school at rates that may exceed their urban
and suburban peers, they are also significantly less likely than
their peers in other areas to attend post-secondary education op-
portunities. The Committee has provided $45,000,000, which is the
same as the fiscal year 2023 enacted level, for competitive grants
to support innovation and development of strategies to support
rural students in accessing post-secondary education opportunities
and identifying opportunities for employment in their home com-
munities, as well as the development and implementation of evi-
dence-based strategies to increase rural students’ rates of postsec-
ondary education completion. Further, the Committee recognizes
that rural-serving institutions and communities face unique chal-
lenges and barriers when compared to their urban and suburban
counterparts. Smaller, rural-serving colleges, universities and non-
profit organizations may have significantly fewer staff, and less ex-
}T)‘erience, in preparing to respond to Federal grant opportunities.

he Committee encourages the Department of Education to con-
sider ways to better support rural applicants by recognizing the
unique challenges facing rural communities, including but not lim-
ited to pravidin% greater flexibility, longer application timelines,
and targeted technical assistance for RPE%D grants and other fund-
ing opportunities across the Department.

Augustus F. Hawkins Centers of Excellence

The Committee does not provide funding for the Hawkins Cen-
ters of Excellence program but includes resources for other pro-
grams providing aid for strengthening institutions of higher edu-
cation.

HOWARD UNIVERSITY
Appropriation, fiscal year 2023 ... i $354,018,000

Budget request, fiscal year 2024 ... 347,018,000
Committee Recommendation ...... 301,693,000
Change from enacted level ., - 52,325,000
Change from budget request ......... - 45,325,000

The Committee provides $301,693,000 for Howard University,
which is $52.325,000 less than the fiscal year 2023 enacted level.
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Howard University is a leading research universiti\]r located in the
District of Columbia and provides undergraduate liberal arts, grad-
uate, and professional instruction to students. Of the amounts pro-
vided, the Committee recommendation includes no less than
$3,405,000 for the matching endowment grant.

Howard University Hospital.—Within the funds provided for
Howard University, the Committee recommends $75,00,000 for
Howard University Hoapital, of which $47,675,000 is for construc-
tion of a new Howard University Hospital. Other funds are for on-
going support of hospital operations. The Committee also includes
new language in section 310 providing legislative authority for the
Secretary to transfer up to $45,325,000 in unobligated amounts
from the Department of Education’s Nonrecurring Expenses Fund
to Howard University for completion of the construction of the new
Howard University Hospital. This final year of funding provides
$93,000,000 for completing the project and fulfilling the Univer-
sity’s request. It is in addition to the $7,000,000 provided for hos-
pital construction in fiscal year 2021 and $100,000,000 provided in
each of fiscal years 2022 and 2023.

COLLEGE HOUSING AND ACADEMIC FACILITIES LOANS PROGRAM
Appropriation, fiscal year 2023 ... ......cciiniiiiecnnsni e $298,000

Budget request, fiscal year 2024 ...... 321,000
Committee Recommendation ................ 321,000
Change from enacted 1evel ... +23,000

Change from budget request .......cccociic e

Previously, these programs helped to ensure that postsecondary
ingtitutions were able to make necessary capital improvements to
maintain and increase their ability to provide a high-quality edu-
cation. Since 1994, no new loans have been made, and the Depart-
ment’s role has been to manage the outstanding loans.

HISTORICALLY BLACK COLLEGE AND UNIVERSITY CAPITAL FINANCING
PROGRAM ACCOUNT

Appropriation, fiscal year 2023 .......ccoviimiiissiniini i $20,678,000
Budget request, fiscal year 2024 .......ccoiniinninniinneniiien, 20,760,000
Committee Recommendation .........cccceiiiiisieiminessesssssseiesess 20,678,000
Change from enacted level I oW oo 2 _——
Change from budget request .....cuumrimesmesisaisemssssmssmmmeses - 72,000

The Committee provides $20,678,000 for the HBCU Capital Fi-
nancing program, which is the same as the fiscal year 2023 enacted
level. This program is authorized under part D of Title III of the
HEA and makes capital available for repair and renovation of fa-
cilities at HBCUs,

Within the total provided for this program, the Committee rec-
ommendation includes $528,000 for the administrative expenses to
carry out the program and $20,150,000 for loan subsidy costs.

INSTITUTE OF EDUCATION SCIENCES

Appropriation, fiscal year 2023 $807,605,000
Budget request, fiscal year 2024 870,868,000
Committee Recommendation ........ 707,372,000
Change from enncted level - 100,233,000
Change from budget request =Ny - 163,496,000

_This account supports education research, statistics, dissemina-
tion, evaluation, and assessment activities.



208

Research, Development, and Dissemination

The Committee provides $245,000,000 for Research. Develop-
ment, and Dissemination, which is the same as the fiscal year 2023
enacted level. This account supports research, development, and
national dissemination activities that are aimed at expanding fun-
damental knowledge of education and promoting the use of re-
-uéarr:h and development findings in the design of efforts to improve
education.

Statistics

The Committee provides $121,500,000 for the activities of the
National Center for Education Statistics (NCES), which i¢ the
same as the fiscal year 2023 enacted level. Statistics activities are
authorized under Title T of the Education Sciences Reform Act of
2002. NCES collects, analyzes, and reports statistics on all levels
of education in the U.S. Activities are carried out directly and
through grants and contracts and include projections of enroll-
ments, teacher supply and demand, and educational expenditures.
NCES also provides technical assistance to State and local edu-
cational agencies and postsecondary institutions.

Regional Educational Laboratories

The Committee does not provide funding for this program. The
Regional Education Laboratories support dissemination and tech-
nical assistance activities that are duplicative of existing invest-
ments in areas of training, technical assistance, and professional
development to build State capacity to provide high-quality edu-
cation, States can use Title I funds to pay for these services di-
rectly. States may reserve funds under Title I that may be used to
obtain needed technical assistance, and LEAs are not limited in the
amount of Title I funds that may be used for reasonable and nec-
essary technical assistance services related to the effective imple-
mentation of Title I program requirements.

Research in Special Education

The Committee provides $64,255,000 for Research in Special
Education, which is the same as the fiscal year 2023 enacted level.
This program supports competitive grants to produce and advance
the use of knowledge to improve services and results for children
with disabilities. The program focuses on producing new knowl-
edge, integrating research and practice, and improving the use of
knowledge.

Special Education Studies and Evaluations

The Committee provides $13,318,000 for Special Education Stud-
ies and Evaluations, which is the same as the fiscal year 2023 en-
acted level. This program awards comﬂetitiva grants, confracts,
and cooperative agreements to assess the implementation of the
IDEA and the effectiveness of State and local efforts to provide spe-
cial education and early intervention programs and services to in-
fants, toddlers, and children with disabilitics.

Statewide Data Systems

The Committee does not provide funding for this competitive
grant program. These grants are awarded to States to design and
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maintain longitudinal data systems. The Committee believes that
State and local funds should cover these activities,

Assessment

The Committee provides $185,000,000 for Assessment, which is
the same as the fiscal year 2023 enacted level. This amount in-
cludes $7,799,000 for the National Assessment Governing Board
(NAGB), the same as the fiscal year 2023 enacted level. National
Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) is the only nationally
representative and continuing survey of educational ability and
achievement of students in the U.S. The primary goal of the assess-
ment is to determine and report the status and trends of the
knowledge and skills of students, subject by subject. Subject areas
assessed in the past have included reading, writing, mathematics,
science, history, citizenship, literature, art, and music. The NAEP
is operated by contractors through competitive grants made by the
NCES. The NAGB formulates the policy guidelines for the pro-

amn.
nghe Committee urges NCES and the National Assessment Gov-
erning Board to take all necessary and appropriate steps to accel-
erate the administration of the NAEP exam in all three grades, in-
cluding the civics and government NAEP, to a sufficient sample
size of students to permit disaggregation of results by State. Fur-
ther, the National Center for Eﬁucation Statistics and the National
Assessment Governing Board are directed to provide an update on
the plans for the civics and government NAEP to the Committees
no later than 90 days after enactment of this Act.

Program Administration

The Committee provides $70,500,000 for Program Administra-
1;i0ni which is $3,000,000 less than the fiscal year 2023 enacted
evel.

Operating Plan.—The agreement directs the Director to submit
an operating plan within 90 days of enactment of this Act to the
Committees detailing how IES plans to allocate funding available
to the institute for research, evaluation, statistics, administration,
and other activities.

Unique Needs of Military-Connected Youth in Mentorship Pro-
grams.—The Committee recognizes the unique circumstances of
highly mobile students, including youth growing up in military-con-
nected families, The Committee supports IES’ promotion of
mentorship programming tailored to military families’ needs.

DEPARTMENTAL MANAGEMENT

Apprapriation, fiscal year 2023 ... § 634,407,000
Budget request, fiscal year 2024 ... TR T 792,706,000
Committee Recommendation ..........cceoueieinans, R e e 515,000,000

Change from enacted 1evel ........criioieaiineieteeciasessesseins.s — 119,407,000
Change from budget request ......cocccivvricimnnniiiemernns ; —277,706,000

PROGRAM ADMINISTRATION

The Committee recommends $350,000,000 for Program Adminis-
tration, which is $76,907,000 less than the fiscal year 2023 enacted
level. These funds are used for expenses related to staff and other
costs of administering programs and activities at the Department.
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Such expenses invlude personnel compensation, health, retirement,
and other benefits, as well as travel, rent, telephones, utilities,
postage fees, data processing, printing, equipment, supplies, tech-
nology training, consultants, and other contractual services.

Budget Submission.—As part of the fiscal year 2025 President’s
Budget Re:l;uest, the Department is directed to provide the Com-
mittee in electronic format a table that corresponds with every pro-
gram line found in the back of this report. Such a table shall in-
clude a column for the most recently enacted appropriation, the
current year, and the budget year, assuming current law.

Community Engagement.—The Committee encourages the De-
partment to engage with communities as appropriate on matters
related to historical land purchases.

Congressional Budget Justification and Budget Summary.—The
Committee expects delivery of all congressional budget jus-
tification and budget summary documents no later than the day of
the President’s Budget Appendix publication online. The agency is
directed to notify the Committee 24 hours in advance of any antici-
pated delay.

Credit Transfer,—The Committee is aware that students face
challenges when seeking to transfer credifs to institutions of higher
education, and this can result in the loss of credit. The Committee
is also aware of barriers to students in obtaining college credit, cer-
tification, or advanced standing toward further education through
learning outside the traditional academie environment. The Com-
mittee emphasizes that credit for prior learning can be beneficial
to students, by helping them accelerate their program completion,
saving them time and money,

Customer Experience.—The Committee continues to .support ef-
forts to improve agency customer experience. The Committee di-
rects all agencies funded by this Act to develop standards to im-
prove customer experience and incorporate the standards into the
performance plans required under 81 U.S.C. 1115. The Committee
requests an update from all agencies funded by this Act to report
on their implementation plans regarding this subject in the fiscal
year 2025 congressional justification,

Cybersecurity Risks from Commercial Information Technology.—
The Committee notes the Department of Defense in consultation
with other Federal agencies will conduct an assessment of risks
posed using commercially available information technology, par-
ticularly relating to computer and printers from countries of con-
cern. The Committee looks forward to receiving this analysis and
supports efforts to ensure any recommendations are disseminated
to all relevant Federal agencies for implementation,

Foreign Gifts Reporting and Confucius Institutes,—Under section
117 of the Higher Education Act, institutions of higher education
receiving Federal financial assistance are required to disclose gifts
from, or contracts with, foreign sources if the value is $250,000 or
more. They must also disclose ownership or control by a foreign
source. Such disclosures increase transparency and are in support
of national security and academic integrity. The Department makes
such information publicly available on its website. The Committee
notes the Department provides on its website a repository of guid-
ance and other resources related to section 117 reporting. The
Committee strongly urges the Department to work with IHEs to
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ensure they are fully complying with this statutory requirement
and requests an update in the fiscal year 2025 congressional jus-
tification on these efforts.

Implementation of ESEA Provisions Regarding English Learn-
ers.—In the fizcal year 2025 congressional justification, the Com-
mittee directs the Department to detail how it supports SEAs and
LEAs in leveraging ESEA funds that support English Learners
(EL). Consistent with requirements under section 1111(h}2) of
ESEA, the Committee encourages the Department to examine the
merits of data disaggre[,]rgation efforts by language background in
order to identify certain EL subgroutps tﬁat may not be getting the
support they need. Within 90 days of the enactment of this Act, the
Department is directed to brief the Committees on the overall state
of SEA and LEA EL data collection at the Department and any
barriers that persist in collecting systematized EL subgroup data.

Investments in Impoverished Areas.—The Committee directs the
Department to update the report provided to the Committees in re-
sponse to a House Report 117-403 directive to include persistent
poverty gercentages for competitions in fiscal year 2023 once data
is available.

Nonrecurring Expenses Fund.—The Committee directs the De-
partment to provide quarterly reports for all ongoing projects. The
report shall include the following for each project: agency project is
funded under; a description for each project; the date the project
was notified to the Committees; total obligations to date; obliga-
tions for the prior fiscal year; anticipated obligations for current
fiscal year; and any expected future obligations. For any project on-
going for more than 3 years, the report should include a narrative
describing the cause for delay and steps being taken by the agency
to ensure prompt completion. In addition, the Committee requests
biannual reports on expired balances that are eligible for transfer
to the NEF. Such report shall include the Treasury Account Fund
Symbol, program name, unobligated balance, and unexpended bal-
ance. Such report shall be transmitted 30 days after the close of
the second quarter and within 45 days after the close of the fourth
quarter of the fiscal year. To ensure appropriate Congressional
oversight into use of the NEF, the Committee includes a new provi-
sion permitting Congressional review before additional notifications
for use of the NEF.

Office of Communications and Outreach.—Due to inappropriaté
Federal resources used to publicize inaccurate statements regard-
ing active legislation before Congress, no funds are provided for
this activity.

Online Safety Practices.—The Committee continues to recognize
the increased need to provide students with the tools and skills
necessary to participate safely and responsibly in the digital world.
To ensure the digital safety and well-being of K-12 students, the
Department may raise awareness of digital safety and education
and identify opportunities to improve and expand digital respon-
sible practices in K-12 schools.

Performance Reporting.—As part of the congressional justifica-
tion for fiscal year 2025, the agency is directed to include the per-
centage of the Senior Executive Service for each performance level
(5—outstanding, 4—exceeds fully successful, 83—fully successful,
2—minimally satisfactory, or 1—unsatisfactory). In addition, the
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agency shall include in such justification the total amount spent in
fiscal year 2023 on performance awards for the Senior Executive
Service.

Program Administration.—The fiscal year 2023 accompanying
explanatory statement raised concerns regarding the Department’s
prioritization of staff resources following an increase in funding for
Program Administration. The statement directed the Department
to begin rebalancing the agency’s ratio of career staff to non-career
staff, to prioritize career staff for executing core programs at the
Department. In fiseal year 2023, the Department was directed not
to expand its non-career staff on board above the December 2022
levels. It is therefore concerning that as of May 2023, the Depart-
ment’s level of non-career staff funded by Program Administration
exceeds the December 2022 level. The Committee again emphasizes
its intent for that directive. The Committee includes new legislative
language limiting the level of non-career staff to December 2021
levels and expects the Department’s compliance as it continues to
attend to the Committee’s direction on this matter.

Questions for the Record.—The Committee notes the inclusion of
section 527 in this Act requiring answers to questions submitted
for the record within 45 business days after receipt. The Committee
directs the agency to provide notification at least 7 days in advance
if the agency does not anticipate meeting this statutory require-
ment.

Reports to Congress.—The Department is directed to provide 5
business days’ notice to the Committees before release of any con-
gressionally directed report.

Staffing Report.—Consistent with the fiscal year 2023 statement,
not later than 30 days after enactment, the Department is directed
to provide the Committees an operating plan identifying the total
FTE and non-personnel allocations supported by the program ad-
ministration appropriation in total for the Department, and FTE
and non-personnel allocations for each program office supported by
the program administration appropriation provided in this Act. In
addition, the Department shall proyide on a monthly basis the
number of on-hoard staff, attrition, approved hires not yet on-
boarded and projected full-year FTE usage, including approved
hires, and actual non-personnel expenses, for each program office
supported by, and in total for, the program administration appro-
priation provided in this Act. The monthly reports should be de-
tailed by career and non-career staff. In addition, the Department
shall separately identify in such plans and reports total FTE allo-
cations supported by other funding sources.

Status of Congressional Reports.—The Department is directed to
provide the Committees, within 30 days from the date of enactment
of this Act and quarterly thereafter, a summary document describ-
ing each requested report to the Committees along with its status.
The status of reports submission should include all outstanding re-
ports from any prior fiscal year.

Supporting Mental Health Resources for Educational Staff.—The
Committee encourages the Department to support efforts that pro-
mote the mental health and wellbeing for educational staff, includ-
ing teachers, school counselors, school psychologists, school social
workers, and school resource officers.
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Vocational Institutions.—The Committee acknowledges the sig-
nificant role postsecondary vocational institutions play in preparing
millions of Americans for careers in essential industries, including
those in the healthcare, advanced manufacturing, and infrastruc-
ture sectors. In response to the evolving challenges facing our na-
tion’s economy and workforce, the Committee encourages the Sec-
retary to ensure that the administration of all applicable discre-
tionary grant programs reflect the importance of investing in post-
secondary vocational institutions and their students.

OFFICE FOR CIVIL RIGHTS

Appropriation, fiscal year 2023 ..o $140,000,000
Budget request, fiscal year 2024 ........ccomiivimemieininiis e 177,600,000
Committee Recommendation ........cwensimiassisnsssssssssssiseses 105,000,000

Change from enacted level ... - 35,000,000

Change from budget request ................ - 72,600,000

The Office for Civil Rights (OCR) is responsible for enforcing
laws that prohibit discrimination on the basis of race, color, na-
tional origin, sex, disability, and age in all programs and institu-
tions that receive funds from the Department. These laws extend
to SEAs, LEAs, and THEs, including proprietary schools. They also
extend to State rehabilitation agencies, libraries, museums, and
other institutions receiving Federal funds.

The Committee is deeply concerned about reports that the De-
partment has failed to hold teachers accountable for reports of sex-
ual abuse, especially amid a significant increase in the number of
incidences of abuse in K—-12 schools reported to the Department.
Moreover, allegations of an outsized role played by teacher unions
in exacerbating the under reporting of such incidences are of con-
cern. This instance serves as another example of the Administra-
tion’s failures and missteps in Title IX enforcement in K-12
schools, to the detriment of students, The Committee directs the
Department to include in the fiscal year 2025 congressional jus-
tification an assessment of the barriers for more frequent reporting
of the Civil Rights Data Collection. Such data is critical in pro-
viding the transparency necessary to ensure the safety of children
in public schools. The Committee also requests a report on the sta-
tus of sexual abuse reporting in public schools no later than 90
days after enactment of this Act.

he Committee supports efforts by the Office for Civil Rights to
provide technical assistance regarding antisemitism on campus and
to complete pending investigations of complaints relating to anti-
semitism under Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964.

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL

Appropriation, fiscal year 2023 .......ccoccovinnn g i by T et $67,500,000
Budget request, fiscal year 2024 ., . 87,497,000
Committee Recommendation ........ 60,000,000

Change from enacted level .... : — 7,600,000
Change from budget request ... — 27,497,000
The Office of Inspector General has authority to inquire into all
program and administrative activities of the Department, as well
as related activities of grant and contract recipients. It conducts
audits and investigations to determine compliance with applicable
laws and regulations, to check alleged fraud and abuse, efficiency
of operations, and effectiveness of results.
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GENERAL PROVISIONS

Sec. 301. The Committee continues a provision related to the im-
plementation of programs of voluntary prayer and meditation in
public schools.

(TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

Sec. 302. The Committee continues a provision regarding trans-
fer authority.

Sec. 303. The Committee continues a provision allowing ESEA
funds consolidated for evaluation purposes to be available from
July 1, 2024 through September 30, 2025.

Sec. 304. The Committee continues a provision allowing certain
insii;:utions to continue to use endowment income for student schol-
arships.

Sec. 305. The Committee continues a provision extending the au-
thorization of the National Advisory Committee on Institutional
Quality and Integrity.

Sec. 306. The Committee continues a provision extending the au-
thority to provide account maintenance fees to guaranty agencies
for Federal student loans.

Sec. 307. The Committee continues a provision allowing adminis-
trative funds to cover outstanding Perkins loans servicing costs.

Sec. 308, The Committee continues a provision allowing up to 0.5
percent of funds appropriated in this Act for programs authorized
under the HEA, except for the Pell Grant program, to be used for
evaluation of any HEA program.

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

Sec. 309. The Committee continues a provision regarding central-
ized support costs for the Institute of Education Seciences.

(RESCISSION)

Sec. 310. The Committee includes a new provision regarding the
nonrecurring expenses fund.

Sec. 311. The Committee includes a new provision regarding
Title IX.

Sec. 312. The Committee includes a new provision regarding pro-
tection for religious student groups at institutions of higher edu-
cation.

(RESCISSION)

Sec. 313. The Committee includes a mew provision rescinding
prior year balances for the Education for the Disadvantaged pro-
gram,

(RESCISSION)

Sec. 314. The Committee includes a new provision rescinding
prior year balances for School Improvement programs.

Sec., 315. The Committee includes a new provision prohibiting
further delays of student loan repayment.

See. 316. The Committee includes a new provision prohibiting
certain Federal student loan cancellation, a proposed rule related
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to income-driven repayment, and a final rule related to borrower
defense to repayment.
TITLE IV—RELATED AGENCIES

COMMITTEE FOR PURCHASE FroM PEOPLE WHO ARE BLIND OR
SEVERELY DISABLED

SALARIES AND EXPENSES

Appropriation, fiscal year 2023 ... A $13,124,000
Budget request, fiscal year 2024 .........ccoccinne i AR A A Y 15,400,000
Committee Recommendation ... i e 13,124,000
Change from enacted level “ -
Change from budget request ... -2,276,000

The Committee for Purchase from People Who Are Blind or Se-
verely Disabled, an independent Federal agency, oversees and man-
ages the Ahi]ityOne Program, which uses the purchasing power of
the Federal Government to buy products and services from partici-
pating, community-based nonprofit agencies nationwide dedicated
to training and employing individuals with disabilities.

Office of Inspector General.—The Committee provides not less
than $3,150,000 for the Office of Inspector General, the same as
the fiscal year 2023 enacted level and $450,000 below the fiscal
year 2024 budget request,

CORPORATION FOR NATIONAL AND COMMUNITY SERVICE
OPERATING EXPENSES

Appririotion, Becal FRar BUDT .ousuiimmmsopiskssrstiismainsdissimess $1,312,806,000
Budget request, fiscal year 2024 .. i i e AR D TR 1,478,624,000
Committee Recommendation ... 660,942,000
Change from enacted level . : - 651,864,000
Change from budget request —- 817,682,000

The Corporation for Natmnal and Commumty Service (CNCS)
funds programs that foster civic engagement through service and
volunteering.

The Committee is concerned that several audits have found the
agency does not conduct proper oversight of its grants:

s Grants Management: Corporation for National and Com-
munity Service’s Grant Monitoring Process Could Be Improved
(GAO-17-528T)

¢ Information Technology Modernization: Corporation for
National and Community Service Needs to Develop a System
That Supports Grant Monitoring (GAO-17-267)

e Grants Management: Monitoring Efforts by Corporation
for National and Community Service Could Be Improved
(GAO-17-90)

¢ Measuring Performance: The Corporation for National and
Community Service Faces Challenges Demonstrating Qutcomes
(GAO-12-310)

Due to the lack of oversight for Federal funding, the Committee
does not provide full funding for several programs.
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National Senior Volunteer Corps

Senior Corps is a collection of programs that connect individuals
older than the age of 55 with opportunities to contribute their job
skills and expertise to community projects and organizations.

The funding breakout by program is as follows:

Budget Activity FY 2024

Lammitiee
National Sznior Voluntegr Corps:
Foster Grandparents Program $75,363,000
Senior Companion Program 31,449,000
Retlred SEnior VOIURTEEE PROBMM .y ersssessosisossnacorsaesseronymmtsssss o tebisomtiesomsiisspusotmastpetsysisisssatiefssiseens 55,108,000

AmeriCorps State and National Grants

The Committee provides $425,282,000 for AmeriCorps State and
National Grants, which is $131,812,000 less than the fiscal year
2023 enacted level.

Innovation, Assistance, and Other Activities

The Committee provides $6,148,000 for Innovation, Assistance,
and Other Activities, which is $8,558,000 below the fiscal year
2023 enacted level,

National Days of Service.—The Committee continues to support
the September 11 National Day of Service and Remembrance and
the Martin Luther King, Jr. National Day of Service—two impor-
tant national events. The Committee encourages CNCS to
prioritize eligible organizations with expertise in representing fami-
lies of victims of the September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks and
other impacted constituencies when planning for the September 11
National Day of Service and Remembrance.

PAYMENT TO THE NATIONAL SERVICE TRUST

Appropriation, fiscal year 2023 ... $230,000,000
Budget request, fiscal year 2024 .. . ..o . 213,000,000
Clommittee Recommendation .......... cvoeene
Change from enacted level ..o - 230,000,000
Change from budget request .......cccoviineeinne Sl il b S S - 213,000,000

The National Service Trust makes payments for Segal education
awards, pays interest that accrues on qualified student loans for
AmeriCorps participants during terms of service in approved na-
tiomal service positions, and makes other payments entitled to
members who serve in the programs of the Corporation for Na-
tional and Community Service.

The Committee rescinds $243,000,000 from the National Service
Trust.

SALARIES AND EXPENSES

Appropriation, fiscal year 2023 ... s $99,686,000
Budget request, fiscal year 2024 , e o s W 118,434,000
Committee Recormmendation .......... 60,000,000

Change from enacted level ..........cce... — 39,686,000

Change from budget request .........ccovrrvienicivennecesse e 58,434,000
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OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL

Appropriation, fiscal year 2023 ......cieerionircimimenssnstesesnse s pessni $7,595,000
Budget request, fiscal year 2024 .......cccoiniiimciinniomesicsmriinn 8,572,000
Committee Recommendation ...........o.eeiveisieremsinsesssssensansesssssesees 7,595,000
Change from enacted level ............ o3k A PR a3 I pas e s h AR 7 -
Change from budget request .........cooimvieriarmnisrimsiicinissranans — 977,000

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS

Sec. 401. The Committee continues a provision requiring the
agency to make any significant changes to program requirements
or policy through rulemaking.

Sec. 402. The Committee continues a provision related to Na-
tional Service Trust minimum share requirements.

Sec. 403. The Committee continues a provision related to dona-
tions.

Sec. 404. The Committee continues a provision related to vet-
erans.

Sec. 405, The Committee continues a provision related to crimi-
nal history background checks.

Sec, 406. The Committee continues a provision related to 1,200
hours of service positions.

Sec. 407. The Committee includes a new provision rescinding un-
obligated balances.

CORPORATION FOR PUBLIC BROADCASTING

Appropriation, fiscal year 2024 ..........ooccoiieernnee e $525,000,000
Budget request, fiscal year 2026 ...... 636,000,000
Change from enacted level ........ - 595,000,000
Change from budget request -635,000,000

The Committee continues $525,000,000 in funding for the Cor-
poration for Public Broadcasting (CPB) for fiscal year 2024. The
Committee does not believe CPB should receive a two-year advance
appropriation and does not provide the fiscal year 2026 advance of
$575,000,000.

The Committee does not provide funding for the interconnection
system, which is $60,000,000 below the fiscal year 2023 enacted
level and the fiscal year 2024 budget request.

FEDERAL MEDIATION AND CONCILIATION SERVICE
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

Appropriation, fiscal year 2023 ......occnnieiirens ‘ $53,705,000
Budget request, fiscal year 2024 ..o vniinnenseienneens 55,815,000
Committee Recommendation i AR A PSS B 53,705,000
Change from enacted level . -
Change from budget request ....... ' 2,110,000

The Federal Mediation and Conmhatmn Service promotes labor-
management cooperation through mediation and conflict resolution
services to industry, government agencies, and communities.
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FEDERAL MINE SAFETY AND HEALTH REVIEW COMMISSION
SALARIES AND EXPENSES
Appropriation, fiscal year 2023 ...t $18,012,000

Budget request, fiscal year 2024 .............. 18,657,000
Committee Recommendation ...........eceeeeriesarmessssnsrmssssmssiion 18,012,000
Change from enacted level - —=
Change from budget request .............ccocuens - 645,000

The Federal Mine Safety and Health Review Commission is an
independent adjudicative agency that provides administrative trial
and appellate review of legal disputes arising under the Federal
Mine Safety and Health Act of 1977,

INSTITUTE OF MUSEUM AND LIBRARY SERVICES
OFFICE OF MUSEUM AND LIBRARY SERVICES: GRANTS AND

ADMINISTRATION
Appropriation, fiscal vear 2023 ... ..o $294,800,000
Budget request, fiscal year 2024 ........cvevceerereess i ovnveciesnens 294,800,000
Committee Recommendation .......ccccemvinirinnnns 294,800,000

Change from enacted level i s S s T ——
Change from budget request Nebiort —_—

Within the total for the Institute of Museum and Library Serv-
ices (IMLS), the Committee provides the following amounts:

Budzet Actviy LR

Library Services Technolagy Act

Grants to States e $180,000,000

Native American Library Services 5,763,000

[RATONRL RBAGBYRIIG EADTETIRY imi iinsnsuiinsdvsnosinion s i b s s ke A A o B AP 15,287,000

Laura Bush 21t Centuny LIBFANEN e ssssniserpissssomsssare 10,000,000

Museum Services Act:

Museums for America ..., 30,330,000

Native American/Hawaiian Mussum Service 3,772,000

National Leadership: MUSBUMS ...vcoovvtrscmmessimssiesmmssenssssesmsssis i 9,348,000
African American History and Culture Act:

Museum Grants for Affican American History and Culture : 6,000,000
National Museum of the American Latino Act: .
Museum Grants for American Lating History and Culbirg oo i pesssastenssn 6,000,000
Museum and Library Services Act General Provisions:

Research, Analysis and Data COlECYON . vmreuwermsccsscomisnsisnne 5,650,000
Program Administration 22,650,000

Library Services Technology Act (LTSA)

The Grants to State Library Agencies program provides funds to
State Library Administrative Agencies using a population-based
formula.

Online Education Programs—Bringing quality, online career
high school education to adults is essential for entering the skilled
workforce and/or matriculating into the community college system.
Local libraries play a vital, central role in providing adult online
high school education to patrons in their local communities. The
Committee encourages IMLS to prioritize State grants to local li-
braries to further develop ways for libraries to utilize adult online
career high school education programs.

Renovation and Construction.—The committee notes that there is
a statutory prohibition on LSTA funds being used for renovation
and construction. Currently, less than 1 percent of public libraries’
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capital funding nationally is from Federal sources, with 71 percent
of capital revenue coming from local governments, 8 percent from
State governments, and 20 percent from private funding. Given
this reliance on local revenue sources, locating funding for capital
needs in libraries in rural and underserved communities can be
particularly difficult. The Committee notes that LSTA grant funds
can help libraries reopen after natural disasters, develop strategic
plans, and space need assessments, and install internet hot spots
on the roof. The Committee strongly supports such activities.

Museum Services Act

National Museum of the American Latino Act

The Committee is concerned about a misrepresentation of the
Hispanic and Latino cultures, not only in the Smithsonian Institu-
tion’s National Museum of the American Latino, but in smaller
Latino museums across the country. The Committee notes that
Hispanic and Latino cultures have contributed immensely, and for
successive generations, to American society through business, gov-
ernment, military and public service, music, culture, and the arts.
However, current exhibits and educational programming may re-
flect little of the wide-ranging accomplishments of the Latino com-
munity. The Committee seeks to ensure that Latinos are not por-
trayed as an oppressed monolith united largely by their victim
hood, which would neglect the nuanced and varied experiences, in-
cluding remarkable successes, of the American Latino. The Com-
mittee is also concerned by the lightness with which serious topics
have been portrayed in at least one museum, such as scented ex-
hibits meant to simulate raft rides of those risking their lives to
flee tyranny, a romanticization of socialism, and a failure to ade-
quately document or portray the reality of totalitarianism. For
these reasons, the Committee directs IMLS to submit a report to
the Committees no later than 90 days after enactment of this Act
detailing the activities of all current grantees under this account.
The report should address what specific actions grantees are taking
to accurately present the varied histories, contributions, and au-
thentic experiences of the wide range of those who constitute the
American Lating community in the United States.

Program Administration

These funds provide adminmistrative and management support for
all programs administered by IMLS. The Committee also includes
$5,650,000, the same as the fiscal year 2023 enacted level, for
IMLS’ activities in policy, research, and data collection, including
functions formerly conducted by the National Commission on Li-
braries and Information Science.

Holocaust Education and Survivor Stories.—The Committee is
aware that the number of Holocaust survivors in the U.S. is dimin-
ishing due to the advanced age of the survivors. The Committee
continues to commend the work that museums, libraries, and ar-
chives are doing to preserve their memories and to educate the
public of the Holocaust. The Committee encourages IMLS to sup-
port the work organizations are doing across the country to pre-
serve and present the living memories of Holocaust survivors in an
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interactive format, which can help educate future generations
about the atrocities of the Holocaust.

MEDICARE PAYMENT ADVISORY COMMISSION
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

Appropriation; fiscal year 2023......... wrismuaimisiremsminsrasisins $13,824,000
Budget request, fiscal year 2024 ................ 13,824,000
Committee Recommendation .......... 13,824,000
Change from enacted level ...... -——=
Change from budget request ..........

The Medicare Payment Advisory Commission (MedPAC) is an
independent agency tasked with advising the Congress on issues
affecting the Medicare program. In addition to advising on pay-
ments to private health plans participating in Medicare and pro-
viders in Medicare’s traditional fee-for-service program, MedPAC is
also responsible for providing analysis on access to care, quality of
care, and other issues affecting Medicare.

The Committee notes the early, promising signs that Glucagon-
like peptide-1 agonists may decrease the prevalence and severity of
obesity and related morbidities. The Committee supports efforts to
determine any possible medium- and long-term cost savings for
Federal healtg programs that may be associated with these drugs.

MEDICAID AND CHIP PAYMENT AND ACCESS COMMISSION
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

Appropriation, fiscal year 2023 ...... $9,405,000
Budget request, fiscal year 2024 ... 10,053,000
Committee Recommendation ...... 9,405,000
Change from enacted level .. ———
Change from budget request — 648,000

The Medicaid and CHIP Payment and Access Commission
(MACPACQC) is an independent agency tasked with advising the Con-
gress on issues affecting Medicaid and the State Children's Health
Insurance Program (CHIP). MACPAC conducts policy and data
analysis on Medicaid and CHIP to support policymakers and sup-
port program accountability.

The Committee supports the role played by MACPAC in pro-
viding nonpartisan policy recommendations and data analysis on a
wide array of issues affecting Medicaid and CHIP. The Medicaid
program is at a unique and unprecedented moment in its history,
as States continue to conduct eligibility redeterminations after
years of pandemic-era policies that prohibited the ability to manage
the program’s integrity, Growing costs for the program, driven by
the maldistribution of resources away from the nation’s most vul-
nerable towards individuals who qualify for other forms of coverage
or are otherwise ineligible for the program, threaten to undermine
access in the State budgets to afford reimbursement rate increases
for providers or an expansion of new services. As the program con-
tinues to navigate these uncertain times, the Committee encour-
ages MACPAC to include in their policy recommendations addi-
tional specific recommended policy changes to the program that can
results in savings to help improve access to care for beneficiaries
or accompany any policy changes that may entail additional costs
to offset those propose¢d increases in spending. Additionally, the
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Committee encourages MACPAC to include cost estimates for the
State’s respective match from proposed policies, in an effort for
Congress to better understand the implications of potential rec-
ommendations on States.

NATIONAL COUNCIL ON DISABILITY
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

Appropriation, fiscal year 2028 .......scemnissmarinioiasiiensens $3,860,000
Budget request, fiscal year 2024 3,860,000
Committee Recommendation ...... 3,850,000
(Change from enacted level ... ———
Change from budget request ...

The National Council Disability (NCD) is an independent Federal
agency charged with advising the President, Congress, and other
Federal agencies regarding policies, programs, practices, and proce-
dures that affect people with disabilities. NCD is comprised of a
team of Presidential and Congressional appointees, an Executive
Director appointed by the Chair. and a full-time professional staff.

NATIONAL LABOR RELATIONS BOARD
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

Appropriation, fiscal year 2028 ......cccooviiniimninminiess s s $299,224,000
Budget request, fiscal year 2024 ... 376,163,000
Committee Recommendabtion ... 200,000,000
Change from enacted level ........c...cocuu.. —99,224,000
Change from budget request ......ccoccicciminiiiciniine., — 176,163,000

The National Labor Relations Board (NLRB) is responsible for
enforcing U.S. labor law related to collective bargaining and unfair
labor practices, including the National Labor Relations Act of 1935.

The Committee notes with significant concern that NLRB re-
sources are being used to support regulatory and enforcement ac-
tions inconsistent with the National Labor Relations Act. These ac-
tions include:

* General Counsel Memo 22-04 asserting that employer dis-
cussions of statutory labor rights are “inherently” unlawful in
contradiction of NLRB v. Agents’ Int'l Union, Chamber of Com-
merce v. Brown, and Thomas v. Collins;

¢ Denying employees the privacy of the voting booth and dis-
regarding the outcomes of secret-ballot elections established in
Gissel Packing Co. v. NLRB and Linden Lumber v. NLRB;

¢ Proposing an employment status test rejected by the
United States Court for the D.C. Circuit of Appeals in FedEx
Home Delivery v. NLRB;

* General Council Memo 21 04 asserting that the NLRB has
%nﬂ'%g'gement powers in contradiction of H. K. Porter Co. v.

The Committee further notes that the allocation of staff time and
resources to curtail employer rights protected under the first
amendment, circumvents due process, and undermines civil rights
laws. Moreover. such actions contradict the agency’s claims that
additional resources are necessary to perform core functions in a
manner consistent with its authorized responsibilities. Given such
pronouncements, the Committee directs the Board to include case
intake statistics at the regional level disaggregated by unfair labor



222

practice and representation in the NLRB’s fiscal year 2024 congres-
sional justification. The Committee further directs the NLRB to in-
clude information detailing the number of full-time equivalent staff’
assigned to such regional offices.

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS

Sec. 408. The Committee continues language restricting the use
of electronic voting.

Sec, 409. The Committee includes a new provision related to joint
employer.

NATIONAL MEDIATION BOARD
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

Appropriation, fiscal year 2023 ...t $15,113,000
Budget request, figcal year 2024 .......... 15,601,000
Committee Recommendation ................ 15,113,000
Change from enacted level ........... -
Change from budget request — 488,000

The National Mediation Board coordinates labor-management re-
lations within the 1, 8. railroads and airlines industries.

OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY AND HEALTH REVIEW COMMISSION

SALARIES AND EXPENSES
Appropriation, fiscal year 2023 ... $15,449,000

Budget request, {iscal year 2024 16,174.000
Cormittee Recommendation ... 15,449,000
Change from enacted level .. -——
Change from budget request .... SRPE T ~ 730,000

The Occupational Safety and Health Review Commission pro-
vides administrative trial and appellate review related to contests
of citations or penalties resulting fromi OSHA inspections of Amer-
ican workplaces

RAILROAD RETIREMENT BOARD
DUAL BENEFITS PAYMENTS ACCOUNT

Appropriation, fiscal year 2023 ... e $9,000,000
Budget request, fiscal year 2024 8,000,000
Committee Recommendation ... 8,000,000

Change from enacted level - 1,000,000

Change from budget request .......... A A -

This appropriation is authorized by the Railroad Retirement Act
of 1974 to fund vested dual benefits received by railroad retirees
who, under prior law, would have become covered by both the rail-
road retirement system and the Social Security system because
railroad retirement was not fully coordinated with Social Security
from 1937 to 1974.

The Committee is concerned that the Railroad Retirement Board
(RRB) has yet to implement and integrate an enterprise risk man-
agement (EHM) system including a lack of measurable goals and
implementation timeline. The Committee notes that the RRB’s per-
vasive challenges in risk management extend to program integrity,
as evidenced by persistent findings of material weaknesses in fi-
nancial reporting that the RRB’s Office of Inspector General (OIG)
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has identified. The Committee also notes that the RRB has not had
its current internal assessment substantiated by the OIG or an
independent auditor or contractor. The Committee, therefore, notes
that the RRB’s ERM process merits further evaluation,

The Committee also notes that in prior years, the OIG issued a
disclaimer of opinion for the RRB’s overall financial statements.
RMA Associates, an independent public accounting firm, audited
the RRB’s fiscal year 2022 financial statements. RMA identified 9
material weaknesses and 1 non-compliance with laws and regula-
tions, and it made 15 recommendations to address the material
weaknesses identified. RMA did not make recommendations for two
findings, because they were repeated from prior OIG reports and
remain open. The Committee is concerned that the RRB non-con-
curred with the RMA findings.

Additionally, the Committee notes that RMA did not express an
opinion on the fiscal year 2022 financial statements. RMA did not
express an opinion on the effectiveness of the RRB’s internal con-
trol over financial reporting, and RRB could not provide sufficient
appropriate evidentia? matter to support its internal control over fi-
nancial regorting due to inadequate process, controls, and records.

The RRB is directed to provide the Committee with a corrective
action plan explaining how the RRB will address these areas of
concern, within 120 days of enactment of this Act. Additionally, the
RRB’s Audit Compliance Section (ACS) does not provide adequate
audit coverage of railroad employers. Such a deficiency is troubling,
and therefore the RRB is directed to brief the Committees within
120 days of enactment of this Act on the ACS and how it plans to
provide adequate coverage in this area.

FEDERAL PAYMENT TO THE RAILROAD RETIREMENT ACCOUNTS

Appropriation, fiscal year 2023 .......cciimimeimmeimimin sy $150,000
Budget request, fiscal year 2024 150,000
Committee Recommendation .....iswsrcisosisssseimisioiisosass s o 150,000
Change from enacted level .............. S pains 2 -
Change from budget reqUest ..o —_—
LIMITATION ON ADMINISTRATION
Appropriation, fiscal year 2023 .. $128,000,000
Budget request, fiscal year 2024 ............ A 138,575,000
Committee Recommendation ..............c... 103,000,000
Change from enacted level ........... - 25,000,000
Change from budget request ..............coovureermsreiesisamsirnassssersarans —35,575.000
LIMITATION ON THE OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL
Appropriation, fiscal year 2023 ... .. PV R I $14,000,000
Budget request, fiscal year 2024 ...........coimimmimenmmnimeesiennn 14,600,000
Committee Recommendation ....... ; 14,000,000
Change from enacted level .. —— =
Change from budget request ~ 600,000
SOCIAL SECURITY ADMINISTRATION
PAYMENTS TO SOCIAL SECURITY TRUST FUNDS
Appropriation, fiscal year 2023 ........cccieeiiinniiiini e $11,000,000
Budget request, fiscal year 2024 ...........coocoeviiiieciiiieininsnisesniesesssanes 10,000,000
Committee Recommendation ... 10,000,000
Change from enacted level .........ccoioinniineressie i senessnens -1,000,000

Change from budget request ; S
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This appropriation provides reimbursement to the Social Security
trust funds for non-trust fund activities.

SUPPLEMENTAL SECURITY INCOME PROGRAM

Appropriation, fiscal year 2023 ... $48,609,338,000

Budget request, fiscal year 2024 ... 45,717,853,000
Committee Recommendation ......... 45,456,426,000
Change from enacted level —3,153,912,000
Change from budget request ................ —262,427,000

The Committee fpro\.*ides $21,700,000,000 in advance funding for
the first quarter of fiscal year 2025, as requested.

Research and Demonstration

Section 1110 of the Social Seeurity Act provides authority to the
Social Security Administration (SSA) for conducting research and
demonstration projects related to SSA’s programs.

Within the appropriation for Supplemental Security Income
(SSI), the Committee provides $91,000,000 for research and dem-
onstration activities, which is $5,000,00 more than fiscal year 2023
enacted level and the same as the fiscal year 2024 budget request.

Administration

Within the appropriation for SSI, the Committee provides
$4,699,426,000, which is $74,912,000 less than the fiscal year 2023
enacted level and $262,427,000 below the fiscal year 2024 budget
request. This funding is for payment to the Social Security trust
funds for SSI's share of the acg'n'

inistrative expenses of SSA.
LIMITATION ON ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES

Appropriation, fiscal year 2023 ..o e $12,201,978,000
Budget request, fiscal year 2024 ..., 13,468,200,000
Committee Recommendation ... memermsss i e 11,951,978,000

Change from enacted 18Vel .........ccvvermmrenrremssniesissrsssssssarssnss —250,000,000

Change from budget request ....c.ccmieei i - 1.516,222,000

The Limitation on Administrative Expenses (LAE) funds the ad-
ministrative and operational costs for administering the Old Age
and Survivors Insurance, Disability Insurance, and Supplemental
Security Income programs, and associated costs for support to the
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services in administering their

programs,

ﬁhin the total for LAE, the Committee provides not less than
$4,000,000,000 for field offices and not less than $1,500,000,000 for
Information Technology (IT). These amounts represent the antici-
pated spending levels for field offices and IT respectively in fiscal
year 2023. The Committee strongly supports the needs of seniors
and the front-line service provided by local field offices, and fund-
ing for field offices is prioritized over the administrative Federal of-
fices. In addition, SSA should prioritize improvements in informa-
tion technology to ensure the safety and re{iability of its data and
systems.

Admainistrative Law Judge Allowance Rates.—The Committee be-
lieves it is vital that Administrative Law Judges (ALJs) maintain
public confidence in the fairness of the process through which So-
cial Security benefit applications are determined. The Committee
expects that the agency’s reviews of the ALJ adherence to agency
policies and procedures will uphold these essential conditions. The
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Committee directs SSA to submit a report to the Committees with-
in 90 days of enactment of this Act detailing SSA’s plans to mon-
itor ALJs with low allowance rates.

Cybersecurity Risks from Commercial Information Technology.—
The Committee notes the Department of Defense in consultation
with other Federal agencies will conduct an assessment of risks
posed using commercially available information technology, par-
ticularly relating to computer and printers from countries of con-
cern. The Committee looks forward to receiving this analysis and
supports efforts to ensure any recommendations are disseminated
to all relevant Federal agencies for implementation.

Disability Backlogs.—The Committee directs SSA to continue to
submit to the Committee quarterly reports on disability hearings
backlogs until SSA has eliminated the hearings backlog and
achieved its monthly average processing time goal.

Hiring and Retention.—The Committee directs SSA submit to the
Committee within 90 days of enactment of this Act a report on hir-
ing, training, and retention over the past decade by job description
that includes the cost per hire, the breakeven point of how long a
new hire has to remain in their role to recoup the SSA’s invest-
ment in recruitment and training, and the actual retention rates
of new hires by fiscal year.

Information Technology (IT)—The Committee is concerned that
SSA’s antiquated IT service management system is adversely im-
pacting agency staff’s ability to deliver the value, service, and cffi-
ciency that the public expects and deserves. The Committee recog-
nizes that SSA began modernizing its IT Service Management tools
in fiscal year 2021 and expects SSA to continue working on IT solu-
tions to improve customer service, ensure high availability and
service continuity, optimize operational efficiency, and maximize
enterprise productivity. The Committee directs SSA to publish on-
line within 180 days of enactment of this Act a detailed report on
how the agency has allocated IT funding over the past 10 years and
the agency’s plans to modernize its various IT systems.

Outreach.—The Committee directs SSA submit to the Commit-
tees within 90 days of enactment of this Act a report on the outlays
(fiscal years 2020-2022 actual, 2023/24 projected) associated with
the SSA’s outreach efforts to increase the SSA’s initial disability
applications by 15 percent (25 percent in underserved commu-
nities), including how the SSA is evaluating the efficacy of the out-
reach efforts, the outreach cost per additional application, the total
administrative cost of the additional applications resulting from the
outreach efforts, and the approval.

Report on LAE Expenditures—The Committee continues to re-
quest that the data referenced under this heading in House Report
114-699 be included in future congressional justifications. In addi-
tion, the Committce requests the fiscal year 2025 congressional jus-
tification include a historical table of costs and fiscal year 2025 re-
quests for personnel and benefits, by major SSA component to in-
clude Operations (field offices, teleservice centers, processing cen-
ters, and regional offices); Office of Hearings Operations; Systems;
Office of Analytics, Review, and Oversight; and Headquarters.

Telework.—The Committee is concerned that 99 percent of SSA's
26,000 employees in the field offices are under maximum telework
status, while average processing time for claims, hearings, and
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phone wait times, have not improved, In addition, SSA has re-
ceived over $2 billion in additional administrative [unding from
Congress over the last two years to address these issues. The Com-
mittee directs SSA to submit to the Committees within 90 days of
enactment of this Act a report on the telework status of its entire
workforce, detailing the performance metrics used to assess the
performance of teleworking employees and their adherence to those
meli;rics, such report shall be made available online on the agency’s
website.

Work Incentives Planning and Assistance (WIPA) and Protection
and Advocaey for Beneficiaries of Social Security (PABSS)—The
recommendation includes $23,000,000 for WIPA grants and
?10.1000,000 for PABSS. the same as the fiscal year 2023 enacted
evel.

Continuing Disability Reviews, Redeterminations, and Program. In-
tegrity Activities
The Committee provides $1,851,000,000 for program integrity ac-
tivities as authorized by section 251 of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.
The bill includes language transferring $18,000,000 to the Office
of the Inspector General for the cost of jointly operating co-opera-

tive disability investigation units,

Social Security Advisory Board

The Committee provides $2,700,000 for the Social Security Advi-
sory Board, which is the same as the fiscal year 2023 enacted level.

['ser Fees

In addition to the other amounts provided, the Committee pro-
vides $151,000,000 for administrative activities funded from user
fees, Of this amount, $150,000,000 is derived from fees collected
from States that request SSA to administer State SSI supple-
mentary payments. The remaining $1,000,000 is derived from fees
charged to non-attorneys who apply for certification to represent
claimants under titles IT and XVI of the Social Security Act.

OFFICE OF THE INSPECTOR GENERAL

Appropriation, fiscal Year 2023 ...t $114.665,000
Budget request, fiscal year 2024 ..........ccciiiiiinciionns 120,400,000
Committee Recommendation ... e 114,665,000
Change from enacted level ........ -
Change from budget roquest ...ocevi it crennenee — 5,735,000

The Office of the Inspector General is responsible for meeting the
statutory mission of promoting economy, efficiency, and effective-
ness in the administration of SSA programs and operations and to
prevent and detect fraud, waste, abuse, and mismanagement in
such programs and operations. To accomplish this mission, the OIG
directs, conducts, and supervises audits, evaluations, and investiga-
tions relating to SSA's programs and operations. In addition, the
OIG searches for and reports on systemic weaknesses in SSA pro-
grams and operations and makes recommendations for needed im-
provements and corrective actions.

The bill includes $2,000,000 for information technology mod-
ernization, the same as the fiscal year 2023 enacted level.
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Administrative Law Judges.—The Committee encourages the Of-
fice of the Inspector General to update its 2017 report on Adminis-
trative Law Judge (ALJ) allowance rates, “Administrative Law
Judges from Our February 2012 Report Who Had the Highest and
Lowest Allowance Rates” (A-12-17-50220), The report should iden-
tify which ALJs, ranked by geographical location, had the highest
and lowest allowance rates. The Committee requests an update on
this report in the fiscal year 2025 congressional justification.

TITLE V—GENERAL PROVISIONS
(TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

Sec. 501. The Committee continues a provision allowing the Sec-
retaries of Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education to
transfer unexpended balances of prior appropriations to accounts
corresponding to current appropriations to be used for the same
purposes and for the same periods of time for which they were
originally appropriated.

Sec. 502. The Committee continues a provision prohibiting the
obligation of funds beyond the current fiscal year unless expressly
so provided.

Sec. 503. The Committee continues a provision prohibiting funds
from being used to support or defeat legislation.

Sec. 504. The Committee continues a provision limiting the
amount available for official reception and representation expenses
for the Secretaries of Labor and Education, the Director of the Fed-
eral Mediation and Conciliation Service, and the Chairman of the
National Mediation Board,

Sec. 505. The Committee continues a provision requiring grant-
ees receiving Federal funds to clearly state the percentage of the
total cost of the program or project that will be financed with Fed-
eral money.

Sec. 506. The Committee continues a provision prohibiting the
use of funds for any abortion.

Sec. 507, The Committee continues a provision providing excep-
tions to section 506 and a provision prohibiting funds from being
made available to a Federal agency or program, or to a State or
local government, if such agency, program, or government discrimi-
nates against institutional or individual health care entities be-
cause they do not provide, pay for, provide coverage of, or refer for
abortions.

Sec. 508. The Committee continues a provision prohibiting use of
funds for certain research involving human embryos.

Sec. 509. The Committee continues a provision prohibiting use of
funds for any activity that promotes the legalization of any drug or
substance included in schedule I of the schedules of controlled sub-
stances.

Sec. 510. The Committee continues a provision prohibiting use of
funds to promulgate or adopt any final standard providing for a
unique health identifier until legislation is enacted specifically ap-
proving the standard.

Sec. 511. The Committee continues a provision related to annual
reports to the Secretary of Labor.
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Sec. 512. The Committee continues a provision prohibiting trans-
fer of funds made available in this Act except by authority provided
in this Act or another appropriations Act.

Sec. 513. The Committee continues a provision to limit funds in
the bill for public libraries to those that comply with the require-
ments of the Children’s Internet Protection Act.

Sec. 514. The Committee modifies a provision regarding proce-
dures for reprogramming of funds.

Sec. 515. The Committee continues a provision pertaining to ap-
pointments to scientific advisory committees.

Sec. 516, The Committee modifies a provision requiring each de-
partment and related agency funded through this Act to submit an
operating plan within 45 days of enactment, detailing any funding
allocations that are different than those specified in this Act, the
accompanying detailed table, or budget request.

Sec. 517. The Committee modifies a provision requiring the Sec-
retaries of Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education to
submit a quarterly report to the Committees on Appropriations
containing certain information on noncompetitive contracts, grants,
and cooperative agreements exceeding $500,000 in value.

See. 518. The Committee continues a provision prohibiting the
use of funds to process claims for credit for quarters of coverage
based on work performed under a Social Security number that was
not the claimant’s number, where the performance of such work
under such number has formed the basis for a conviction of the
c}air?\ant of a violation of section 208(a6) or (7) of the Social Secu-
rity Act.

Sec. 519. The Committee continues a provision prohibiting the
use of funds to implement a Social Security totalization agreement
with Mexico.

Sec. 520. The Committee continues a provision prohibiting the
use of funds for the downloading or exchanging of pornography.

Sec. 521. The Committee continues a provision related to report-
ing requirements for conference expenditures.

Sec. 522. The Commitice continues a provision related to disclo-
sure of U.S. taxpayer funding for programs used in advertising.

Sec. 523. The Committee modifies a provision related to perform-
ance partnership pilots.

Sec. 524. The gornmittee modifies a provision requesting quar-
terly reports on the status of balances of appropriations from the
Departments of Labor, Health and Human Services, and Edu-
cation.

Sec. 525. The Committee continues a provision related to grant
notifications.

Sec. 526. The Committee continues a provision related to needle
exchange.

Sec. 527. The Committee modifies a provision related to ques-
tions for the record.

Sec. 528. The Committee modifies a provision to make funds
from the Child Enrollment Contingency Fund unavailable for obh-
gation in fiscal year 2024.

Sec. 529. The Committee modifies a provision related to research
and evaluation funding flexibility.

Sec. 530. The Committee includes a new provision related to
Critical Race Theory,
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Sec. 531. The Committee includes a new provision related to cer-
tain executive orders.

Sec. 532, The Committee includes a new provision related to re-
search in certain countries.

Sec. 533. The Committee includes a new provision related to gain
of function research.

Sec. 534. The Committee includes a new provision related to spe-
cific elective care services.

Sec. 535. The Committee includes a new provision related to di-
versity, equity, and inclusion.

Sec. 536. The Committee includes a new provision related to cer-
tain executive orders on reproductive services.

Sec. 537. The Committee includes a new provision prohibiting
certain actions related to a sincerely held religious belief.

(RESCISSION)

Sec. 538. The Committee includes a new provision rescinding
amounts provided to the Nonrecurring Expenses Fund.

(RESCISSION)

Sec. 539. The Committee includes a new provision rescinding
amounts provided by the Inflation Reduction Act (PL 117-169).
Sec. 540. The Committee includes a new provision related to

flags.
SPENDING REDUCTION ACCOUNT
Sec. 541. The Committee includes a Spending Reduction Account.



COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF NEW BUDGET (OBLIGATIONAL) AUTHORITY FOR 2023
AND BUDGET REQUESTS AND AMOUNTS RECOMMENDED IN THE BILL FOR 2024
(Amounts in thousands)

FY 2023 FY 2024 Bil1l vs. Bill ws.
Enacted Reguest Bil1 Enacted Request
TITLE I--DEPARTHMENT OF LABOR
EMPLOYMENT AND TRAINING ADMINISTRATION
Training and Employment Services
Grants to States:
Adult Training. current year appropriations., .... 173,649 187,387 --- -173,6448 -187,987
Available from prior year appropriations... . . 712,000 712,000 712,000 --- .-
Subtotal, available this fiscal year........ B85, 649 899,987 712,000 -173,649 -1B7,987
Advance appropriation FY 2025.............c..00.. 712,000 712,000 712,000 - EoE
less prior year appropriations.................. -712,000 -712,000 -712,000 e e
Subtotal. appropriated in this bill......... 885,649 899,987 712,000 -173,649 -187 , 987
YOurh TPETIIRG wih b oonuny s rssans tin s £ 60 Lafdxas " 948,130 963,837 --- -948,130 -963,837
Dislocated Worker Assistance, current year
BPrOprTAT ONE Y & RoeLis ok fhr e sisns g S h 4 oda 0y 235,563 285,278 235,553 .. -58,725
Available from prior year appropriations...... ! 860,000 860,000 BE0O, 000 - -

Subtotal, available this fiscal year. ,..... 1.085,553 1,155,278 1,085,553 --- -508,725



COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF NEW BUDGET (OBLIGATIONAL) AUTHORITY FOR 2023
AND BUDGET REQUESTS AND AMOUNTS RECOMMENDED IN THE BILL FOR 2024
(Amounts in thousands)

FY 2023 FY 2024 Bi11 vs, Bi11 vs.

Enacted Request Bil1 Enacted Request

Advance appropriation FY 2025........ ... cvvuns 860,000 860,000 B8O, 000 --- —.-
less prior year appropriations.................. -8360,000 -8680,000 -860,000 - -——
Subtotal. appropriated in this bill......... 1,095,553 1,155,278 1,095,553 - -59,725
Subtotal, Grants to States. ...... ciuviainann . 2,929,332 3,019,102 1,807,553 -1.121,779 -1.211.549
Current year appropriations............. ... (1.,357,332) (1.,447,102) (235,553) (-1,121,779) (-1.211,549)
Advance appropriations...... A N (1.572.000) (1,872,000) {1,572,000) --- .-

National Programs:
Dislocated Worker Assistance Mational Reserva:

Current year approprigations................ ok 125,859 164,386 160,859 +35.000 -3.527
Availabie from prior year appropriations..... .. 200,000 200,000 200,000 --- ---
Subtotal, available this fiscal year....... . 325,859 364,386 360,859 +36,000 -3.527
Advance appropriations FY 2025,.. .. el T T 200,000 200,000 200,000 .- -
Tess prior year appropriationS. . e i rsuaiassx -200,000 -200,000 -200,000 - ---
Subtotal, appropriated in this bill....... 5 325,859 364,386 360,859 +35,000 -3,527

Subtotal, Dislocated Worker Assistance.... ... 1,421,412 1,519,664 1,456,412 +35,000 -63,252



COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF NEW BUDGET (OBLIGATIOMAL) AUTHORITY FOR 2023
AND BUDGET REOUESTS AND AMOUNTS RECOMMENDED IN THE BILL FOR 2024
(Amounts in thousands)

FY 2023 FY 2024 Bill vs. Bill vs
Enacted Request Bill Enacted Request

Indian and Native American pPrograms . . .......-..- 60,000 63,800 60,000 -— -3,800
Migrant and Seasonal Farmworker progrems.... ...... 97,396 97,396 97,396 - o
YoubthBut1d BCtivALTeE. oo i smamsee s sibbes bisgass 105,000 145,000 105,000 -— -40,000
Reintegration of Ex-Offenders...............c... o 115,000 170,000 115,000 -——- -55,000
Workforce Data Quality Initiative...... Lo e S v 8,000 11,000 6,000 --- -5,000
Apprenticeship programs............... e R 285,000 335,000 285,000 == -50,000
Community Projects. ... i cisaramisnssniiavanssvns 217,324 = -—— -217,324 ---
Climate Corps....... e e TR G AT A T A A TN --- 15,000 --- --- -15,000
117373 ) 1] Lt e MR U RSSO e .= 200,000 o - -200,000
Subtotal, National Programs. .. ...... i ce- - 1,211,579 1,401,582 1,029,255 -182, 324 —3?2 327

Current year appropriations....... Vol (1,011.579) {1.201,582) (829,255) (-182,324) {-372,327)

Advance appropriations... . ..... i e W e : {200,000) (200,000) (200,000) - ———

Total, Training and Employment Services.... .... 4,140,811 4,420,684 2,836,808 -1,304 103 -1.583,876
Current ysar appropriations..... oy R (2,368,911) (2,648,684) (1,064 ,808) (-1,304,103) (-1,583,878)

Advance appropridtions. oo i e rivrieseuns (1,772,000) (1,772,000) (1,772,000) dae e

Job Corps

DBEraL OIS e i T a8 N sy S W S SH 1,803,325 1,603,133 - -1,603,325 -1,603,133
Construction, Rehabilitation and ﬁsquls1tion R 123,000 183,000 e -123,000 -183,000
Administration..... g S B N TR e 33,830 49 334 - -33 830 -49 334

Total, Job Corps. . W N T e N 1,760,155 1,835,467 2= 1 ?BD 155 -1,835,487



COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF NEW BUDGET (OBLIGATIONAL) AUTHORITY FOR 2023
AND BUDGET REQUESTS AND AMOUNTS RECOMMENDEDR IN THE BILL FOR 2024
(Amounts in thousands)

FY 2023 FY 2024 Bill vs. Bill wvs,
Enacted Requast Bil Enacted Request
Community Service Employment For Older Americans...... 405,000 405,000 -—- -405,000 -405 000
Federal Unemployment Benefits and Allowances 5
(IndaF IRy o i e e TS e s e P A A 494 400 30,700 30,700 -463, 700 -—ea
State Unemployment Insurance and Employment Service
Operations
Unemployment Compensation (trust fund)
State Administration ...... R W N A s 2,750,635 2,947,318 2,750,635 .- -186,683
Reemployment Services and E11g1h111ty Assessments
(RESEA)--UL integrity .. .covvivirirnvnn. S 117,000 117,000 117,000 - = 5
RESEA cap adJusSERENT. « qvvvrrsvisivesssnermerny piyy 258,000 433,000 265,000 +7,000 -168,000
UI Integrity Center of Excellence.......... o000 ; 9,000 9,000 9,000 - ---
Subtotal, Unemployment Compensation........... 3,134,635 3,506,318 3,141,635 +7,000 -364 683
Federal-State UI National Activities (trust fund}. 23,000 173,255 23,000 a-- -150, 255
Employment Service (ES)!:
Grants to States:
Fadgra) FubdE.civvvivncmsasennbsralinianing e 21,413 21,413 21,473 e e
TIUBE PUTIIE & v i s v [ n s S S ain s e a5 658.639 877,449 654, 638 .- -18,810

Subtotal, Grants to States.. .. .. ... ... . 680,052 698,862 680,052 == -18,810



COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF NEW BUDGET (OBLIGATIONAL) AUTHORITY FOR 2023
AND BUDGET REQUESTS AND AMOUNTS RECOMMENDED IN THE BILL FOR 2024
{Amounts in thousands)

FY 2023 FY 2024 Bi11 vs. Bi17 vs,
Enacted Request Bi11 Enacted Request
ES National Activities (trust fund). . Kot s 25,000 25,000 25,000 - .-
Subtotal, Employment Service.. . . 705,052 723,862 705,052 - -16.810
FEOBEAT TFINMS o v o mimini s arsmes AN 8 50 (21,413) (21,413) (21.413) oun
Teust FPunds. ., coaveie N ST A B B (683 ,639) (702,449) (683,639) - (-18,810)
Foreign Labor Certifications:
Federal Administration. .i..ccoeviconnivisnsnipes 60,528 75,044 50,000 -10.528 -25,044
Grants o StaEBs. it v vicir s dudomust s vees s Esnee 23,282 28,282 23,282 - -5,000
Subtotal, Foreign Labor Certificatfon........ 83,810 103,326 73,282 -10,528 -30, 044
One-Stop Career Centers/Labor Harket Information...... 62,653 85,653 62,653 --- -23,000
Total, State Unemployment Insurance and
Employment Servics Operations.. .. ... . cevieeas 4,009,150 4,592,414 4,005,622 -3,528 -586,7492
Federal Funds........c.cue A R A BN (84,0686) (107,066} (B4,066) T (-23,000)

TrUgE FUNTE. . woc o cog i i 8 (3,925,084) (4,485 ,348) {3,921,556) [-3,528) (-563,7092)

12459



COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF NEW BUDGET (OBLIGATIONAL) AUTHORITY FOR 2023
AND BUDGET REQUESTS AND AMOUNTS RECOMMENDED IN THE BILL FOR 2024
(Amounts in thousands)

FY 2023 FY 2024 Bil1l vs. Bill vs.
Enacted Request Bill Enacted Request
Program Administration

Training and Employment .. .....cveusvinmesnisnneniinins 68,919 93,485 58,919 -10,000 -34,566
TRVt FUTB s 405w/l aina aiby #he s o h a6 i Was 1 Faanias 9,253 10,430 9,253 - =1,177
Enployment SeEurTEY. «o.oioneiiveitsvssimbinbinednmslns 3.621 4,181 3,621 --- -560
Trust Funds..... NV A NS P 2 (R e S A 42 574 55,008 42,574 - -12,432
Apprenticeship SOrvices.......ouevsirssrnirersctonens 38,913 50,387 38,913 --- -11,484
ExecOtive DIreCEIOR. oo ciiininssmunrtiatiamansaani M 7.447 9,281 7,447 = -1,834
Trust Funds, i.cvvecesnnnnean, P PRI ] P, 2.188 2,686 2,188 - -498
Total, Program Administration. ............... 172,915 225 466 162,915 -10,000 -62,551
Federal Funds. . .... «.«civuicioven 2y N (118.900) (157 ,344) (108,500) (-10,000) (-8B, 444)
TOUSE FUROE .5 o050 aabit i mt pt v e A (54,015) (68,122) (54,015) am (-14,107)

Total, Employment and Tratning Administration... 10,982,531 11.609.731 7.036,045 -3,946,486 -4 473, 6B6
Federal Funds...........ocicoipvanicinnes . 7.003, 432 6,956,261 3,060,474 -3,942 958 -3,895,787
Current year appropriations, ..., ,.ce.-.- (5,231 ,432) (5,184 ,261) {1.288.474) (-3,942,958) (-3,895,787)

Advance appropriations.... ... ci0-.n- ! (1,772.000) (1,772,000) {1.772.000) - -

Trust Funds...... ...... o R 2 2 b Laaae 3,979,089 4,553,470 3,975,571 -3,528 -577,899

1ot



COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF NEW BUDGET (OBLIGATIONMAL) AUTHORITY FOR 2023
AND BUDGET REQUESTS AND AMOUNTS RECOMMENDED IN THE BILL FOR 2024
(Amounts in thousands)

FY 2023 FY 2024 Bi11 vs. Bi11 vs.
Enacted Request Bi11 Enacted Request
EMPLOYEE BENEFITS SECURLTY ADMINISTRATION (EBSA)
Salaries and Expenses
Enforcement and Participant Assistance.. e .- 202,598 = - -202, 596
Policy and Compliance Assistance. 3 b i .- 37,045 .- .- -37, 045
Executive Leadership Frogram Dvsrs1ght and
Administration, ., ... SR | e 9,318 - - -9.318
Employee benefits sacur1ty prcgrams ............... i 181 100 “-- 162,880 -38,220 +152,880
= === ZzZzZ==Z==z ===
Total, Employes Benefits Security
Administration, «...oveivenzn Shvesn 191,100 248,959 152,880 -38,220 -96,079
PENSION BENEFLIT GUARANTY CORPORATION FUND
Consolidated Administrative Activities. -..... .... (493 ,314) (512,900) (512,900} (+19,586) ---
WAGE AND HOUR DIVISION
Salaries and Expenses.. ... .. . --iveg P RS Rd i 260,000 340,953 185,000 -75,000 -165,953

OFFICE OF LABOR-MANAGEMENT STANDARDS

Salaries and Expenses... ......... o il b TR e 48,516 53,469 48, 515 - «4,854

9€%



COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF NEW BUDGET (OBLIGATIONAL) AUTHORITY FOR 2023
AND BUDGET REQUESTS AND AMOUNTS RECOMMENDED IN THE BILL FOR 2024
(Amounts in thousands)

FY 2023 FY 2024 Bil11 vs. Bil1 vs.
Enacted Request Bil1 Enacted Request
OFFICE OF FEDERAL CONTRACT COMPLIANCE PROGRAMS
Salaries and Expenses........ P ST e § PRI 110,976 151,462 83,232 27,744 ~-66, 230
OFFICE OF WORKERS' COMPENSATION PROGRAMS
Salaries and EXPENSES. .. ... .ccovvicvenrnnnis o . N 120,500 148 675 108, 500 -14,000 -43,175
Trust FURdS: i orapmivmnyinnins R R R 2,205 2,271 2,205 = -66
Total, Salaries and Expenses. ... .........0o00.. 122,705 151,946 108,705 -14,000 -43,.241
Special Benefits
Federal Employees' Compensation Benefits.............. 248,000 698,000 698,000 +450,000 =5
Longshore and Harbor Workers' Benefits................ 2,000 2,000 2,000 - -
Tatal. Special Benetits. s rrvssnssnesnins asn' 250,000 700,000 700,000 +450, 000 =-
Special Benefits for Dizabied Coal Miners
BanaTIt POVRBINES, oo aailvroesvme s s sl waii s ms s e vwwy s 42,000 28,000 28,000 -14 000 ---
Administration............. o A WD S s 5,031 5,140 5,140 +109 ===
Subtotal, available this fiscal year......... o 47,031 33,140 33,140 -13.891 ---
Advance appropriations, FY 2025, 1st quarter.-......-. 10,250 7,000 7,000 -3,250 = o
Less prior year advance appropriations.. ... ......... -11,000 -10,250 -10,250 +750 =

Tota)l, appropriated in this bi17... .. .. ...... 46 281 29,890 29,890 -16.381 ==

LEC



COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF NEW BUDGET (OBLIGATIONAL) AUTHORITY FOR 2023
AND BUDGET REQUESTS AND AMOUNTS RECOMMENDED IN THE BILL FOR 2024
(Amounts in thousands)

FY 2023 FY 2024 Bill vs. Bill vs,
Enacted Reguast Bi11 Enacted Request
Energy Employees Occupational 111ness Compensatian
Fund
Administrative Expenses. .. . ... . . _, T e YR 64,564 66,532 66,532 *1,968
Black Lung Disability Trust Fund
Benefit Payments and Interest on Advances. .. ..., AN 313,586 366,506 366,906 +53,320
Workers' Compensation Programs, Salaries and Expenses 42,194 44,059 44 059 +1,865 -
Departmental Management, Salaries and Expenses.... ... 38,407 41,178 41,178 +2,771 ---
Departmental Management, Inspector Gemeral........ ... 353 3ga 368 +15 -
Subtotal, Black Lung Disability Trust Fund... .. 394,540 452,511 452,511 +37 ., 971 -
Treasury Department Administrative Costs... ....... .. 356 356 356 --- o
Total, Black Lung Disability Trust Fund...... .. 394,896 452,867 452, 867 +57 971 .
Total, Office of Workers' Compensation Programs. . B78 446 1,401,235 1,357,994 +479 548 -43, 241
Faderal Funds.. ... .-... b S R A AR ) 876,241 1,308,064 1,355,789 +479 548 -43.175
Current year appropriations. . P (865,991) (1,391,964) (1,348,788) (+4B2,798) (-43,175)
Advance appropriations... . ... . ... : (10.250) (7,000) (7.000) (-3.250) -

Trust Funds. o .:cooo.inaaain, g sha0se=t 2,205 2,27 2,205 e -66

BET



COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF NEW BUDGET (OBLIGATIONAL) AUTHORITY FOR 2023
AND BUDGET REQUESTS AND AMOUMTS RECOMMENDED IN THE BILL FOR 2024
(Amounts in thousands)

FY 2023 FY 2024 Bill vs. Bill vs.
Enacted Request Bil1 Enacted Reguest
OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY AND HEALTH ADMINISTRATION (OSHA)
Salaries and Expenses
Safety and Health Standards N S Y L o o L Y 21,000 31,214 15,750 -5,250 -15,464
Fedaral EnfOrcement ... cicseeesisamibborsioistanntbns 243,000 286,429 182,250 - 60, 740 -104,179
Whistieblower enforcement...... AP EASEEDE L R A Al 22,500 29,158 18,500 -4.000 -10,658
State Programs..... P oy il Fas s Tad R ErEnd P A s Ta A b 120,000 127,115 120,000 - -7,115
Technical Suppart.....cosscsacisiar sdesiissiita VAT AN 26,000 30,623 26,000 e -4,623
Compliance Assistance:

Federal Assistance..... voviivnnnnnornaivis Sl 78,282 101,073 78,262 == -22,811
State Consultation Grants..........c..uvy P 63,160 64,160 63,160 --- -1,000
TERTOIRE GraES. s v invavimdmrs s irs i ns favd PP 12,787 13,787 --- -12,787 -13,787
Subtotal, Compliance Assistance.. . .. ......... 154,209 179,020 141,422 -12,787 -37,598

Safety and Health Statisties..........cviveiiviveneens. 35,500 43,896 25,000 -10,500 -18,896
Executive Direction and Administration................ 10,100 11,213 8,000 -2,100 -3,213

Total Occupational Safety and Healith
b0 UL E I8 1o T T ey S S S 632,309 738,668 536,922 -95,387 -201,748

6E3



COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF NEW BUDGET (OBLIGATIDNAL) AUTHORITY FOR 20223
AND BUDGET REQUESTS AND AMOUNTS RECOMMENDED IN THE BILL FOR 2024
(Amounts in thousands)

FY 2023 FY 2024 Bi11 vs. Bill vs
Enacted Request Bill Enacted Request
MINE SAFETY AND HEALTH ADMINISTRATION
Salaries and Expenses
Hine Safety and Heaith Enforcement.. .............0v.n 265,774 301,528 210,000 -55 774 91,528
Standards Development .. ......... T e T 5,000 5,583 5,000 == -583
ASERSEMENES . ..o uov v ian ALY 7.1% 9,083 7,181 - -1,902
Educational Pelicy and Development. . R T g, Ve mpo 38,820 43,642 39,820 - -3,822
Technical Support.. Ve e 36, 041 39,755 36,041 - -3,714
Program Evaluation and Infurmation Rsscurcas {PEIR),.. 17,880 a-- se- -17,980 ---
Program Admintstration, . ... .ot iiaiosi-nansans Y 16,000 === - -16,000 ---
Program Administration, Evaluation, and Informatian

ReSOUrGeS. . (... B R S I TRl O T nrawns L --= 38,493 27.000 +27,000 -11,4483
Total, Mine Safety and Health Administration,... 387.816 438,094 325,052 -62,764 -113, 042
Total, Labor Enforcement Agunn1es ........... 1,753,421 2,123,551 1,440,308 -313,115 -683,245
Federal Funds..... i v BT el vk {1.751,216) (2,121,280) (1,438,101) (-313,115) (-B683,179)

Trust FUnds. .. .......-- E LTy s . {2,205) (2.271) (2,205) (-66)

0v8



COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF NEW BUDGET (OBLIGATIONAL) AUTHORITY FOR 2023
AND BUDGET REQUESTS AND AMOUNTS RECOMMENDED IN THE BILL FOR 2024
(Amounts in thousands)

FY 2023 FY 2024 Bi11 vs. Bill vs.
Enacted Request Bill Enacted Request
BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS
Salaries and Expenses
Employment and Unemployment Statistics.. .., ... ...... 243 952 278,648 243,952 === -34,697
Labor Market Information (trust fund).... ... ...... : 68,000 68,000 68,000 --- as-
Prices and Cost of Living. ......... Ry B A 246,000 264,782 246,000 === 18,782
Compensation and Working Conditions.. .. .. ...iioounn 91,000 94,929 51,000 -40,000 -43,929
Productivity and Technology.......ocovvivisnriiinas . 12,000 13,184 12,000 --- -1,184
Executive Direction and Staff Services............... 37,000 38,826 37,000 =ad -1,826
= S=S=s=sS
TJotal, Bureau of Labor Statistics............... 697,952 758,370 657,952 -40,000 -100,418
Federal Funds..... g AT e e T 629,852 690,370 589,952 -40,000 -100,418
EPHEE FUDEG «is 2w ik wa i T S s o e 68,000 68,000 68, 000 --- ---

OFFICE OF DISABILITY EMPLOYMENT POLICY

Salaries and EXpoONBes. ... ..o vteamiarcissaitaniinnnanas 43,000 60,549 43,000 === -17,544

198



COMPARATIVE STATEMENT DF NEW BUDGET (OBLIGATIONAL) AUTHORITY FOR 2023
AND BUDGET REQUESTS AND AMOUNTS RECOMMENDED IN THE BILL FOR 2024
|Amounts in thousands)

FY 2023 FY 2024 Bi1l vs. Bi1l wvs.
Enacted Reguest Bin Enacted Request
DEPARTMENTAL HMANAGEMENT
Sslaries and Expensas
Executive Direction. e Rt ot 32,658 48,778 27,494 -5,164 -21,284
Departmental Program Evs1uatwnn .......... R B,281 11,540 6,211 -2,070 -5,329
LEga | BarV FEBR . i gt ity e g (o i e e W e 130,754 190, 653 a8, 066 -32,688 -82, 487
Trust Funds, i a1 e R s e e e 308 a0e 308 - .-
International Labor nffa1rs T G e S e 116,125 130.525 .- -116,125 -130,525
Administration and Hanagamant... ...... e 30,804 63,148 26,103 -4,701 -37 045
WA RN TEBEI DM, v i 1 e o s s o i e e 37,000 45,885 30,750 -6,250 -15.138
T 5 BLICEEI s i e oo T e i o i e o 3 i H 23,000 32,426 - -23,000 -32,426
CiviT Rights Activities. .......vvvmiuineniimnannsinnns 7,586 11,811 6,630 -896 -5,221
Chief Financial Officer........... e i o R 4 5,681 6,268 5,681 - =587
GSA Technology Transformation..... ..., . ..coveeniinn. .- 4,182 --= --- -4,182
Tatal, Salaries and Expenses... ... . ... ..., 382,197 545,524 201,303 =190, 894 -344 221
Federal FUnds. ..........coneeinunsns g b e (381,889) (545,216) (200,995) (-190,894) (-344,221)

Trust Funds....... s e e e (308) (308) (308) se= a2

(344



COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF NEW BUDGET (OBLIGATIONAL) AUTHORITY FOR 2023
AND BUDGET REQUESTS AND AMDUNTS RECOMMENDED IN THE BILL FOR 2024
(Amounts n thousands)

FY 2023 FY 2024 Bill wvs Bi111 vs.
Enacted Reguest Bi11 Enacted Reguest
Veterans' Employment and Training
State Administration, Grants...... .ccviivieineian PP 185,000 185,000 185,000 .- -
Transition Assistance Program. ... .o« ceeeicernsnacranns 34,379 34,379 34,379 —ee -
Federal Administration...........cevicei vnmnnainnnnas 47,048 59,334 47,048 --- -12.286
National Veterans' Employment and Training Services
gt G T e SR PO P e B oA 3,414 3,414 3,414 -—-- -
Homeless Veterans' Programs..........s.os..4s St 65,500 65,500 65,500 == -
Total, Veterans' Employment and Training, . ...... 335,341 347,627 335.341 --- -12,286
Fedaral Funds...... £ 5 4 SRR AE DN Tk £ BN st 65,500 65,500 65,500 - -
TrUSE FUNAE. s e vnn i baa £ 5 0EWE 0dmhTn a0 (269 ,841) (282,127) {269,841) 2oy (-12,286)
IT Hodernization
Departmental sSupport SYSLBmS. . i .iriiiiriiiiiaan ¢ 6,889 51,688 6,889 == -44 800
Infrastructure technology modernization............ b 27,380 27,504 20,380 -7,000 -7.124

Total, IT Hodernization....cc.eoceciiisiseviving 34,269 79,183 27,269 -7,000 -51,924

eve



COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF NEW BUDGET (OBLIGATIONAL) AUTHORITY FOR 2023
AND BUDGET REQUESTS AND AMOUNTS RECOMMENDED IN THE BILL FOR 2024
{Amounts in thousands)

FY 2023 FY 2024 Bi11 vs. Bill vs.
Enacted Request BiT11 Enacted Request
Office of Inspector General
Program Activities.. . ..... jeik AN P R 91,187 105,439 91,187 e -14,252
TEOSY PUMHE L & 5 it o4 a i N i . 5,841 5,841 5.841 - --

Totai, Office of Inspector General........ s 87,028 111,280 97,028 --- -14 252
Total, Departmental Management.. .... ... ... 858,835 1,083,624 660,941 197,884 -422,683
Federal FUnds. .«.. ... ......s S waviusa (582 ,845) (795,348) (384,951) (-197 aau (-410,397)
Trust FUNOdS: . . camssiivadad=riunvressaninmy (275,990) (288 ,276) (275,890) - (-12,286)

Total, Workforce Innovation and Upportun1ty Act
PROGRSME v oo St il o widp e B3 4w 6 Tk 8 8 ¥ 5,901,066 6,256,151 2,836,808 -3.064, 258 -3.419,343
Current year appropr1ations e bl s ; (4,129 ,066) (4,484,151) {1.064,808) (-3,064,258) (-3,419,343)

Advance appropriations. . TR R L Y (1,772,000) (1,772,000) (1,772,000) ---



COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF NEW BUDGET (OBLIGATIONAL) AUTHORITY FOR 2023
AND BUDGET REQUESTS AND AMOUNTS RECOMMEMDED IN THE BILL FOR 2024
{Amounts 1n thousands)

FY 2023 FY 2024 Bil11 vs. Bill vs.
Enacted Request Bill Enacted Request
General Provisions
Proceeds from Joh Corps facilities (Sec, 114)......... . 1,000 - w -1,000
Total. title I, Department of Labor..... TR T 15,001,480 16,786,114 11,087,533 -4,003,947 -5,698,581
Federal Funds....... A e  nom 1 A TS hE B (10,766,186) (11,874,007) (6,765.767)  (-4,000,419) (-5,108,330)
Current year appropriations ............ (B,983,836) (10,085,097) {4.986,767) (-3,997.168) (-5,108,330)
Advance appropriations ...,., ..,.i000c (1.782,250) (1.779,000) (1.779,000) (-3,250) SERE
b T ST R N e (4,325,294) (4,912,017) (4,321,766) (-3.528) (-590,251)
Total, title I discretionary appropriations..... 13,841,339 15,606,125 9.807,544 -4,033,735 -5,688,581
TITLE II - DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAMN SERVICES
PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE
HEALTH RESOURCES AND SERVICES ADMINISTRATION (HRSA)
Primary Health Care
LT Rl M0 o [Py RN P A R SR e 1,857,772 1,937,772 1,857,772 .- ~80,000
Free Clinics Medical Malpractice. . . coviveneecnarian 1.000 1,000 1,000 -- ==F

Total, Primary Health Care........ .coivaverins 1,858,772 1.938.,772 1,858,772 -e- -80,000

gve



COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF MEW BUDGET (OBLIGATIOMAL) AUTHORITY FOR 2023
AND BUDGET REQUESTS AND AMOUNTS RECOMHMENDED IN THE BILL FOR 2024
(Amounts in thousands)

FY 2023 FY 2024 B317 vs, Bi1T wvs.
Enacted Request Bill Enacted Request
Health Workforce
National Health Service Corps. . VLR Sy ey 125,600 175,600 126,000 +400 -48,600
Training for Diversity:
Centers of Excellence... ... .- ...qeus G ) e ; 28,422 36,711 .- -28,422 =36, 711
Health Careers Opportupity Program.. ...... ... . 16,000 18,500 --- -16, 000 -18, 500
Faculty Loan Repaymant. ........vqu0  cisu-n b EE 2,310 2,310 2,310 “e- -
Scholarships for Disadvantaged Students. .. ...... 55.014 55,014 55,014 === -
Subtotal, Training for Diversity.. . - ..... : 101,746 112,535 57,324 -44 422 -55,211
Primary Care Training and Enhancement.. ... . ..., .. 49,924 53,924 49,924 --- -4,000
Oral Health Trafning. .. ..o vviseisasnannrnnsns w i e 42,673 42,673 42 673 --- ---
Intardisciplinary Community-Based Linkages
Area Health Education Centers........ P BN AR R 47,000 AT, 000 47,000 - Ep.
Gerjatric Workforce Enhancement Program...... .... 47 245 47 245 47,245 e sia
HMental and Behavioral Health.... .. .......cvo0) 44,053 50,000 44,053 - -5,947
Behavioral Health Workforce Education and Train1ng 153,000 337,374 113,000 -40,000 -224 374
Substance Use Disorder Treatment and Recovery Loan
Repayment Program, ..  .......-- cd b S st as s .- “-- 40,000 +40,000 +40,000

Subtotal, 1ntard1sc1p11nary Commun1ty Based
LINRBGEE i aa v b 0y arwicss N 291,298 481,619 291,298 - -190,321

9va



COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF NEW BUDGET (OBLIGATIONAL) AUTHORITY FOR 2023
AND BUDGET REQUESTS AND AMOUNTS RECOMMENDED IN THE BILL FOR 2024
(Amounts in thousands)

FY 2023 FY 2024 Bill vs. 8i11 vs.
Enacted Request Bin Enacted Request
Workforce Information and AnaTYSisS. coviinvnininvanenny 5,663 5,663 --- -5,663 -5,663
Public Health and Preventive Medicine programs.. ... .. 18,000 18,000 18,000 --- ---
Subtotal, Title VII Health Professions Education
BT TERTITI & 50 iy pion 4 Krerpr s L O A 2K RN B 1 a8 509,304 714,414 459,219 -50, 085 -259,195
Nursing Workforce Development Programs:
Advanced Nursing Education ..........coviiivaienn 89,581 106,581 89,581 ne- -17,000
Nurse Education, Practice, and Retention.......... 59,413 81,873 64,413 +5,000 -27,460
Nurse Practitioner Optional Fellowship Program.... 6,000 6,000 6,000 --- .=
Nursing Workforce Diversity....... ..., .cvesiveney 24,343 24,343 - -24,343 -24 ,343
Nurse Corps Loan Repayment and Scholarship,....... 02,835 92,635 92,635 - ---
Nursing Faculty Loan Program...........v.-\. . 28,500 28,500 28,500 A= s
Subtotal, Titie VIII Nursing Workforce
Development Programs.....,..... R Y8 S 300,472 349,932 281,129 -19,343 -B68,803
Subtotal, Health Professions (Titlez VII and
VIII).. B I ae M By et W 808,776 1,084,346 740,348 -69,428 ~323,998
Children's Hospitals Graduate Medical Education....... 385,000 385,000 400,000 +15,000 +15,000
Medical Student Education ...... i v 60,000 60,000 80,000 - i
Pediatric Subspecialty Loan Repayment Program (Sac
T T T e L 10,000 10,000 10,000 - “a
Supporting the Mental Health of the Health Professions
WOTRTECE 71T ia s g e s & o 0 o ) i S ol .- 25,000 - - -25,000

Health Care Workforce lnnovat1un Program. .o vevser i -—- 27,540 _— — -27,540



COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF NEW BUDGET (OBLIGATIONAL) AUTHORITY FOR 2023
AND BUDGET REQUESTS AND AMOUNTS RECOMMENDED IN THE BILL FOR 2024
(Amounts in thousands)

FY 2023 FY 2024 Bi11 vs. Bil1 vs
Enacted Request Bil1 Enacted Reguest
National Practitioner Data Bank.. .. .........civviiucns 18,814 16,814 18,814 - ===
Uaar E@as: iy Ty dive s s i e g H e et n e a ST -18,814 -18,814 -18,814 - e
Subtotal, Health Workforce....... ... i FrEa i 1,390,376 1,747,486 1,336,348 -54 028 <411 138
Maternal and Child Health
Maternal and Child Health Block Grant:
Maternal and Child Health Block Grant.. . ..... T f03, 584 603,584 603,584 - ==
Special Projects of Natiopal Significance .. ..... 218,116 333,718 177,268 -41 848 -166, 448
Subtotal, MCH BTack Grant.........wseiuecseniio 822,700 937,300 780,852 -41 B4g -156, 448
S1ckle Cell Disease Treatment Program. .., . .........o... 8,205 8,208 4,205 b= e
Autism and Other Developmental Disabifities ..... ... . 56, 344 57,344 56,344 e -1,000
Heritable Disorders in Newborns and Childrea.......... 20, 883 20,883 20,883 --= -
BTN, BERrE, - i o vis e = g ey A 145,000 185,000 = -145,000 -185,000
Early Hearing Detect1un and Interwentinn R e 18,818 18,818 18,818 ae= 3R
Emergency Medical Services for Children. g - 24,334 28,134 24,334 ‘.- -3,800
Screening and Treatment for Maternal Deprassiun o 10,000 10,000 10,000 awi oia
Pediatric Mental Health Care ACCESS. ... ....ocvvvunnn 13,000 13,000 13,000 === -
Innovation for Maternal Health.............. .. ..covenn 15,300 15,300 15,300 .- S
Maternal Mental Health Hotline. P R i e i --- 7,000 7,000 +7,000 ---
Training for Health Care Profass1unals ..... e e --- 5,000 --- -s= -5 000
Poison Control Centers, SV i 26,846 26, 846 26,846 G- —--
Integrated Services fur Pregnant and Pcstpartum Human 10,000 25,000 10.000 fe- -15,000

Subtotal, Maternal and Child Health.... .. .... ; 1, 1?1 430 1,357,830 991,582 -179 848 -366, 248

8VC



COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF NEW BUDGET (0OBLIGATIONAL) AUTHORITY FOR 2023
AND BUDGET REQUESTS AND AMOUNTS RECOMMENDED IN THE BILL FOR 2024
(Amounts in thousands)

FY 2023 FY 2024 Bill vs, Bi11 vs.
Enacted Request Bit1 Enacted Request
Ryan White HIV/AIDS Program
Emergency Assistance (Pert A).......... LA R T 680,752 680,752 680,752 --- 3 e
Comprehensive Care Programs (Part B).............. i 1,364 878 1,364,878 1,364,878 --- a=s
AIDS Drug Assistance Program (ADAP} (NA}... ..... {900,313) (900,313) (900,313) - -
Early Intervention Program (Part C).. NN 208,970 208,970 208,970 --- --=
Children, Youth, Women., and Families (Part D} A 77,935 77,935 77,935 - -
AIDS Dental Services (Part F)............ & R G 13,620 13,620 -—- -13,620 -13,620
Education and Training Centers (Part F)......... ..... 34,886 34 886 --- -34,886 -34, 886
Special Projects of Regional and National Significance 25,000 25 000 . -25,000 -25,000
Ending the HIV/AIDS Epidemic Initiative..........vv0e 165,000 290,000 - -165,000 -290,000
Subtotal, Ryan White HIV/AIDS program...... s 2,571,041 2,606,041 2,332,535 -238,506 -363,506
Health Systems

Organ. Transplantation. .. cosvivearinsnsnassvssnsonss e 31,040 67,049 33,048 +2,000 -34 000
Blood Stem Cell Transplantation Program ............. ‘e .- 52,275 --- --- -52,275
National Cord Blood INVentOry.....oviivesevecvinneisis, 18,266 e 19,266 .- +19, 266
C.W. Bi17 Young Cell Transp1antatwan L e 33,008 --= 33,009 --- +33,009
Hansen's Di50a58 SErvioBS. .. uitessirissresiisasninss 13,706 13,706 13,706 — e
Hansen's Disease Program - Bu11d1ngs and Facilities,.. 122 122 122 -=- w3
Payment to Hawaii, Treatment of Hansen's........ e 1,857 1,857 1,857 .- =
Subtotal, Heaith Systems ... .. .oivvennnnnnns 99,009 135,009 101,009 +2,000 -34,000

Rural Health

Rural Dutresch Brants. ... .. ciciveraiivimrssrssivanses 92,975 85,375 102,975 +10,000 +7,600



COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF NEW BUDGET (DBLIGATIONAL) AUTHORITY FOR 2023
AND BUDGET REQUESTS AND AMOUNTS RECOHMMENDED IN THE BILL FOR 2024
(Amounts ip thousands)

FY 2023 FY 2024 Bi11 wvs. Bill vs.
Enacted Request Bi17 Enacted Reguest
Rural Health Research/Policy Development...... ... c... 11,076 11,076 11,076 Zss 3=-,
Rural Hospital Flextbility Grants.. ... ... ... . 0o0v0es 64 277 64,277 74,277 +10, 000 +10,000
State Offices of Rural Health.. R e 21 D YA ; 12,500 412,500 12,500 Lo 8=
BYack Lung CTInics, s sorirss v vion wmviiipiimnioi ok 12,190 12,180 12,190 --e B
Radiation Exposure Screening and Education Prngram.. 1,889 2,734 1,889 - -845
Rural Communities Opioid ReSponse........ccvvini v il 145,000 165,000 145,000 --- -20,000
Rural Residency Program ... ..... e 12,500 12,700 12,700 +200 .-
Rural Health Clinic Behavioral Hea1th Initiat1va e ~=- 10,000 -<- == -10,000
Financial and Community Sustainability for At-R sk
Rural Hospitals.. . . i Fo --- 10,000 10,000 +10,000 ---
Rural Hospital Stab111zat1un Filot Prugram T —-= 20,000 20,000 +20,000 ---
Subtotal, Rural Health. ... ....cocvviviiiiiinenny 352,407 415,852 402,607 +50,200 -13,245
FEnT Y PV O siser b o nvs o s By 00 5 5 55 5008 0 b w5 i i 286,479 512,000 —-- -286,479 -512.000
HRSA-Wide Activities and Program Support ;
Program Management,......... R R BT R 163,800 168,971 157,800 -6,000 -11.17
CORBUNTEY PrOTOCRE oo oo v o i pda eh vmm i b b dih das s o 1,521,681 --- .- -1,521,681 L4
3408 Drug Pricing/0ffice of Fharmacy Afairs....ooo0n 12,238 17,238 12,238 .- -5,000
TEVONORTEIN . v c:c00n 5 60 v ai iy 0 oy i ) 5 G 66 B DB e 38,050 44,500 45,050 +7,000 +550
LA BIVEID: oo i v i 0 En o F NS A E W E 5 e (8 - 130,000 - = 3= -130, 000
Subtotal, HRSA-Wide Activities and Program
T[T o DR SR R ) R SR 1,735,769 360,708 215,088 -1.520,681 -145,62